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I hold limi great, wlio, for loîve's sake
Can give wiîlî geimerous, eartiest will.

Yet lie wlio takes for love's swveet sake
1 think 1 hold miore generous still.

1 bow before the noble inid
'Ihat freely sanie great wrong forgives:

X'et nobler is thie aone forgiven
Wlio bears tliat burden welt and lives.

It miay be liard ta gaiin, and stili
Ta keep a lowly steadfast lieart :

Vet lie wili- loses lias ta fill
A hiar-der ai-id a truer part.

Glorious is it ta ivear the crown
0f a deserved and pure sîî,.cess :

He wlio knaws liow ta fail lias won
A crawn wliose lustre is liot less.

Great imay lie Le wlia can commnand
And ruIe with just anîd tender sway.

Vet is divinier wisdomi tauglit
Better by bimi îvh cain obey.

lessed are tlmcy wlma die for God
An.d earn the mnartyr's crowîii of liglit:

X'et lie wha lives for God înay be
A greater conqueror iii His siglit.

3s (Eotteittxett oihj a LVirtîae
AND AMBITION ONLY A VICE?

N-ami is ail aîîtitliesis, mnade iii of
opposites. Dcues lie possess miaity virtues ?
lie lias also niarv vices. Has lie many
appetites and piassions, whilîi lead huaii
to seize tiponi presenit gratificationî lieed less
of coiiseqîîesîces? self-love seekîng ever a
future goud, cosames in as ail opposilîîg
;mincipie Is lie geiierus? lie lias alsa a
desiie ta acquire. Has lie justice ? it is
teipered wvithliiierc3'. Tiaus mnaiiy of lus
virtues stand iii opposition, wbicli, like
the centrifugal anid centripetal foi-ces,
wvOtid iiiiless lierverted, keep) huaii iiiviing
in thîe riglit direction, suîclu is the relation
existisig betwveeu Contentinent and
Ainbitiun. We have ilo hiesitation iii
assertiug thxat ibiese wvere originally pure
virtues. Girantitig is, Iiow account for
tuie "Yaiikee Phîilosopher" wlîo is per-
fectly content with the wvorld as lie finds
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it, knows it could get on very wveIl without
inii, and wvho lias not thle least ambition

ta leave bebitîid 1dim "foot-prinits on the
sands of time ?" or for the manm wbio in
eager, ambitious, f-ery chase oversteps
the Iinits of lbunianity and inorality ?
Assuredly tliese are not instances of
virtue. Popular opinion generally assiguis
Ambition ta a place aniong the vices,
wlîile the samne infallible decree designates
Ooiiteîîtmenit ta the foreniost rank ainong
the virtules. But will careful and
impartial exarniination conflîni the
opinion? Actuated by contentinent alone
life would becoine monotonous. Ac-
quiescence in the present portion of good,
unmoved by the gales of hope and feal-
would produce stagnation, the numiber of
Saîm Lawsons would be greatly increased,
or if the nian witm lus content became
thorouglily Jazy, we should hiave many
veritable "Macawbeîs"' aI ways waitin g
for something ta turni up. Stirely
Contentmerît is miat always a virtue. The
seli-complacetît tendeucy is tracable iii
the lîistory of past and preseuit, lowering
the standard and making iess frequent
types of a iîobler existence. The
N ewtonîs, Sliakesrieaires, M iltons, Welling-
tons, and Macaulays woiild be less rare
thaugli flot less reverenced, wvitli less of
this tendency pervading society. Stolid
contetît anmoîîg the niasses must, and
does drag, dowîî thet aimns of those %vlio
%vould be great. Let c<mtentment become
the only or the guiding principal and witli
widening sway it gives a nation of mnen
wlîo are iiot wvantiîîg ini genius or
inteilectual vigor. Wbio are the renowned
discoveî ers of the marinier's conipass,
guîîpoivder and priniting ? yet wlîo leave
tlîeir ambitions ta be eniployed and
perfected by otiiers, wvhile wvith foided
arns, tiiey display as tlîey imagine, the
most conistînîimate wisdom by doing only
that wvhicli lias been doue by their
predecessars. Is this a life ta satisfy ?
Cau we, 'vili we admit that coutentinent
is iii tliis case a virtue ? It is not natural
for maîî ta be satisfied witlî bis present
condition. zictive, vigorous spirits cannot
reunain at r est. If tlîey do flot aim at a
noble abject tlieir desires wvill haue a
downward tendency, as in the case of


