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Pogracx o TiE MEpicat, Tre—The rate of poe-
tago on the Medical Times is Five Centa per quarter.

Tho principle of conjoint examinations has re-
ceived additional sanction by an Act of Parlia-
ment just passed, which empowers the University
‘of London to cotperate with other examinivg
bodics in conducting examinations, and o refuse
its degrees to those who have not passed such
conjoint examinationa,

The returns of the mortality at sea in the Brit-
ish morcantile marine are somewhat startling.
According to the report of the Registrar-General,
“the dangers of the sca are now in the navy four
times, and in the merchant service fifteen times
as great as tho dangers on Jand.” This telling
comparison is sufficicnt to justify the demand tkat
laws shall be framed to improve the condition of
scamen in the merchiant service, and to lessen, if
possible, the dangers to which scamen aro ex-

posed.

* A demand has been made for the suppression

-

by Inw of “wakes,” s0 common among the lower
classes in Irelond. The demand has started from
an incident reported by a District Registrar in
Ireland, as follows :—¢ An old woman died sud-
denly of what was supposed to be parnlysis. A
wake of course followed, and witkin the ensuing
three weeks fiftcen persons who kad been either
in, contact with or attended the wake of the old
woman were stricken down by typhus fever.”
The risk of infection, thus excmplified, is the
main argument ; but the social improvement that
would attend the suppression of these occasions
for whisky drinking and orgies of drunken ex-
citement, §s one that will be equally appreciated
with the maifest danger. to public health which
such a risk of infection involves.

The precautionary cholerd orders issued by the
Local Governmient Boards in the three kingdoms
have been put forth not a moment toosoon. The
introduction of cholera cases from alirond into the
metropolﬁ itself shows how beset with such dan-
gers the United Kingdom i, and how necessary
it becomes at such.a time to exert the utmost
vigilance. Fortunately all the machinery of
quarantine and prevention is now at work, and
the officials are readyto camy out the efficient
measures directed by authovity. It is Zhe com-
mercial activity of Great Britain which has thas
exposed her. Emigrants from the north of Eu-
rope passing through to the colony of New Zea-
land brought the infection. It was in the same
way introduced this year into the valley of the
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Mississippi. It may be tho turn of tho vallay of
the St. Lawrence next. Tho vest immigrant
travel passing up the St. Lawronce river is a

| great source of danger, and one to which the at-

tention of the Canadian authorities ought at
once to bo directed.

The Rev. Dr. Haughton, of Dublin, exhibited
a profound insight into human nature, wher, in
a recently delivered lecture on cholers, he declared
that he “had come to look upon the epidemic a3
one of the gruatest blessings that visited a city,
for people would not give their money to hospi-
tals until they wero well frightened. One visit
of cholera or small-pox was worth moro than all
the charity sermons ever preached. Ho had
proached many & charitable sermon, and had ob-
tained a good deal of monoy, but he assured them
ho bud got far “nore by writing an anonymous
scnsational articls in the papers.” The reverend
and learned physician might bave added another
blessing to that cf charitable disposition effocted
by on slarming epidemic. It is only under the
imptlso of such alarms that people can be indvced
to pay anything liko adequate attention to the
simplest rules of hygiene.

THE DIET OF INFANTS.
Medical men too often pay insufficient atten-
tion to the dict to be supplied to infants and

children, both in sickness and in health. They |3

too often are satisfied with giving some general
direction, and leave the details'at thé option of
the nurse or mother, who if happening to be ig-
norant or mexpencneed will go wide of the in-
tonded rule.
given as to time, kind and quantity of food, cs-
pecially to the sick child.

It is a common thing observed in midwifery
practice in this country, for the nurse, directly
after the new-born has been washed and dressed,
to commence with stuffing some unsuitable ali.
ment into the infant’s stomach, The duty of the
doctor is to interdict .this and to explain, that
nature nover intended the helpless crea*urd to
starve while the mother’s milk was in abeyance,
and so bad provided sufficient nourishment in the
alimentary canal, to abundantly sustsin it, till
milk should be secreted.  So no aperient or any-
thing else should be administered, which wonld
have the effect of frustrating kind nature’s in-
tention. MMany a poor infant’s stomach has been
damaged by stuffing unsuitable matters into it,
and thus commencing a train of protracted evils.
Let every substance whatever beé strictly forbid-
den to be given theinfant. If, as rarely happens,
the mother’s milk is too long a-coming, & little ||
whey, with a.teaspoonful of cream sdded to jt,
may be fed, but as a rule, nothing wbawver is
required or should be permitted.

An important question arises when by some
accjdent the new born child is altogether deprived
of its mother’s milk, s to what is the best sub-
stitute? Cow’s milk undoubtedly must be sub-
stituted. But cow’s milk contains more casein
and relatively less cream and less sugar, and, it
may be added, less potash than mother’s milk.-

80, to make the most perfect imitation of a

Explicit dircotionabowld alwayn bo | -
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mother's milk—or.o part of how milk must bo
taken with as much cream 88 would riso on ono
patt of milk, one part of hot water, a teaspoon~
ful of loaf sugur, or better still, if obtamnble,
sugar of milk—.t0 a pint—and to make the imi
{ation perfect, onc grain of bicarbonate of potaah
in the 24 hours' supply. From threo to four
ounces of 4hir succedaneum should bo given
every two ¢r threo hours with a sucking bottle,.
always kept perfectly clean and sweet, from b
am, till 11 pm. The child will accustom itself
to slecp at night.  If a child then be deprived of
\ho breast milk, this is tho best and should be the
sois rabstitute. Nature did not intend a child
without tecth to take solid food. 8ho intended it
to Jive on suction. But when tho child has cut
some tecth, it may then have some solids—bread,
rasks, &c., may be given to a strong one, but the
‘best addition to the aforc-mentioned milk dict ix
the following :-—Tie a pound of unbolted four in
a pudding bag, place this in boiling water and
boil for ten hotrs, then open and remove the
tough glutinous shell and you have a solid ball
This must bo grated and a teaspoonful makes a
meal. It is first mixed smooth with cold milk
and then boiled ; but it should not be given more-
than twice a dxy, If a child has curdy motions
or vomits a congulum, one-third part of Limo-
water should be added to the milke

Theso are facts known to doctors generally,
but many ave not alive to their importanco in
niaintaining the health of young children, and
many others are remiss in not giving specific di-
rections to mothers and nurses.

In discussing & recent trial at the Wicklow
Assizes, in which a widow sought to recover
damages from two Dublin surgeons for the death
of her husband under chloroform, administered
to facilitate an amputation of the toes, tho Zan-
cet makes an important commentary relative to
the alleged clnims of ether as being superior to
chloroform as an anmsthetic. The LZancet says :-=
“As public opinion runs at present, any medical
man who may bo placed in a position similar to
that of the defendants in this trial runs the risk of
having witnesses arzayed against him who might
state ‘that the employment of chloroform is un-
warrantable, and that ether, as being less danger-
ous, is the only anmsthetic which, with our present
knowledge, one has a right to employ.’ Medical
opinion has become unsettled on this point, and
it is of paramount importance that some definite
decision should be arrived at” The ZLancet
thereupon makes a suggestion of the propriety of
reglstenng—at all events in public hospitals—
every case in which anmsthesia is resorted to, If*
this were done, we might in a-very short time be
in a position to judge of the relative merits of
rival anssthetics, and the responsibility of selec-’
tion—a responsibility which threatens to” be’
serious—would be done away with, or at least
Jiminished

This is a suggestion ¢f general application—of”
interest in the cause of medical progress all the
world over—no lcss than as instituting a safe--
gnard ggmm;{; annoying prosecutions like the ons’
in question.” 'We should ‘therefore ‘like to 500



