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- MONTREAL GENERAL HOSPITAL.

Reserifib}z of Rib, by Dr. Wirkins. From notes
of case taken by Mr. GEORGE w.. NELSO‘\I

sh,op’s College. . -

ilana Malone, aged 19 had been in hospntal
ral months previous to.coming under Dr.
Wilking' _care, during which time paracentis
acis -was performed three times for hydro-
umothorax Free openings had been made
between - the seventh and eightb ribs into
ch drainage tubes had been inser ted, one
rxorIy and the other posteriorly. These
opeg,;ngs had contmcted so much that it was
t}"o« great dlﬁ’iculty a small sized elastic
o8l hg,}er could be introduced for the purpose of
asbing” out the cavity, which was still secret-
larve guantity of pus. A probe.could be
nsed about ten or eleven inches' throuwh
g of these orifices, upwards and backwm ds,
> du-ec,tlon of the trachea. - To facxhtate

mlt»; her - removal froin hosplml it was
to enlarcre one of the openings, or rather
ke a “fresh one by the removal of a portlon

f:the nbs, and to.insert a sﬂver c'mula
t0'the. o enmov thus made .

An mcmon Was made about

e h r1b the anterlor mar«rm of. the
on bemg a,bout two lnr'hes from the edge.

) ntroductlon of injecting fluid,” and- thus.

midway between 'the' upper and lower bor dei's"
of the rib; a correspondmo' incision about 1we
inches lonor was made through the perlosten m;
which was separ'lted from the bone for about an
inch ; the separation bem«reﬁ’ected by means of.
gonge.” None of the periostcum was’ removed.
The rib was then sawn by means of Hey’s saw,and '
a piece about one inchin length removed, the an.
terior section bemcr about four inches from mid- .'
sternum, the other about one inch pmtemorly A
An opening was then made into the pleural cav1ty :
and a large size drainage tube inserted. ‘
Twelve days afterwards (28th July) the
rubber tube was removed, and a silver tube, #
inch (one. centimetre) bore and 3% inches: (nme ‘
centlmetrea) in length,’ was mtroduced and tied’
in situ ; this tubé had a flange attached to the
exposed end by means of two plvots soas to be,
freely. moveable. = A medium-sized catbeter\
could easily be " introducéd thxough this tube
well into the pleural cavity; leaving some space '
between catheter and wall of sxlver tube; an .
enema syrm ge being: attached to the: catheter, :
fluid could readily. be injected and escape along. -
side of the, eathetnr through. the .silver . canula..
Four or five days’ after the insertion _of this
tube conmderabxe dlﬁlculty was expemenced in -
mt;roducmtr the catheter, the - tube was- too"
short,” the inner or pleural opening . of -the”
wound contracting over the edge of the canulfx. \
On the eighth of August- a new “tube, “one
inch. longer than the" prewous one, was- intro-’
diced, - and has ‘ever “since done Well - When
last’ heard from, eight. months after operanou

The lme of the incision was

(last \Iarcn), patlent ‘who is out of town, .-was.



