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of emigration, and U am of opinion, that the faot of emigrants having boan the first tn
whom the diseaso appeared, arose from the peculiar efrcumstance in which they were
placed.  Tho first caso that occurrod in Montronl was that of an Irish emigrant from
Cork, whose brother informed mo, whilo visiting the sick man, that only two had been
sick on board during the vaoyage, both of whom had landed in health. The ship Cur-
ricks, which by some is thought to have brought the disease, was from Dublin; nnd at
the time the cholera commenced, the passengoers by that vessol were in a atate of quar-
antine at Grosse Isle, 39 wiles below Quebee,  The rapidity of its spreading over the
whole city, its simultaneons appearance in different parts of it, {ts attncking those who
could have had no communication with the port, and the class first more particnlarly at-
tacked, vig,, the French Canadians, form in my estimation sufficiont ground to repu-
diate the idea of its having spread frum one point, or its having been utroduced by
emigrants form Quebec,

£ With rogard to the second clausy, T must say therv ia somothing not explicable in
the modo of its extension along the great commercial thoroughfares, unlesa wo adopt
tho idoa of infoctlon ; but notwithstanding this difficulty, there nro ficts of a ditforent
description, suflicient in my mind to warrant the opinion of jts propagation having
boen in somo other mode than by infection, It may be saild the peculiar circumstances
of the emigrants can account for this—theirsutforings during the voyage, fatigue, waut
of cleanliness, deficiont nourishment, &e.; yet, notwithstanding  thero i3 no suficient
oxplanation why thoe disoano in Canada, at lenst, (nlong the rontes,) only made its ap-
pearance after tho arrival of emigrants from infected placos, unleas we adopt the opl-
nion of its boing communicablo by infection.  Thinking the facts on the othoer side far
more conclusive, 1 leave the subject without attempting to solve the problem. Thero
is however, another mode in which to view tho subject, and which your qlicry bears
upon. Is cholera over communicablo from one individual to another in the manner of
typhns?  Here, 1 must confess, I have seen reason to alter the opinion which 1 origi-
nally held, and which was founded on the writingy of Ruropean authors. 1 wasat firat
firmly persuaded that in no case could the occurrence of cholora in one individual, re-
siding in u certain locality, prove a causo of its nccession in anothor; and that if that
second individual should bo attacked, the cause would require to be looked for in the
circumstances of his locality, independent of the oocurrenco of the provious case, except
50 far as moral causes might prove operative, Having had occasion to sow frequont
instances of two, three, or frequently soveral individuals being attacked in the same
bouse, aud not simulfancously, but succossively, as they bocame oxposed to the apparent
action of morbific matter, about tho sick, I have folt mysoelf obliged to give up my for.
mer opinion ; and 1 now beliove that under the circumstances in which typhus and other
infoctious disorders bocomo virulent, cholern will sssume an infeotions charncter; nnd
the argumeonts that would tend to eppose the doctrine, would go, I conceive, an equal
length in opposition to that of the iufectious nature of typhus, The opinlon which I
havo hazarded above, I'know, is not new. I have, however, adopted it from personal
observation, and 1 have found several of my professional friends brought to similar con-
clusions.

* Tho last clanse of this query refers to the common sentiment of physiciaus on thoe
subject of its contagiousness. llere there is the smmno diversity of opinion ns in other
places : some physicians altogether deny its contagion; others regard it as eminontly
contagious; and a third sot, among whom I must rank myself, consider it ns genorally
devoid of infectious power, but subject, under circumstances favourablo toit, to acquire
that power.

Soon after writing the preceding remarks, Dr. Holmes roceived from O. 8. Forbos,
Esq., Assistant Deputy Commissary General, and President of the Montreal Oitizen's
Sanitary Committee, & statement that cholera appeared at Grenville, on the Otinwa,
before the arrival of any emigrants, Io says, ‘its first appearance at Grenville wns
amongst raftsmen, coming down the Ottawa from above Bytown, and out of the small



