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of emigration, and ani of opinion, that the fhat of omigrants having boon the first li
whon the disease appeared, arose fron iho pecuiîar circumstance i which they wort
plaiced. Tho tirst case that occurred in Moîttreaîl was that tif an Irsh elmigrant fromti
Cork, whose brother inforned ie, whiIo visitinig the sick mian, that only two haîd beei
sick on toard during the voyage, both of whom hatld landed li health. ThNi silp Car-
rieks, which by sone is thonght to have brought theiseaso, was fron Dublin ; and at
tle time the cholera concnioned, the pasongers by that vessol were ln a state of quir-
antine at Grosse 1Ie, %l9 miles below Quebec. The rapidity of its spreatling over the
wholt city, its siultanons appearatcit in dit erent parts of It, lis attaîckinig thoso who
could havo lnd nu conunuication with tht port, and the class first more particularly ait-
tacked, vih., the French Candians, formn iny estimation sutfuicient gruînd to repu-
diate the idea of its having spread it-om one point, or ils having been introduced by
emiigrants formu Quebec.

' With regard to the second clatise, I muust say tlere is sonething not explicablo hi
tho mode or its extension along the great commercial tltroughfitres, unless we adopt
the idea of infoction ; but ît twithstanding this diticult y, thero are facts of a ditYorent
description, StIlicint in mlny mind tu warrant tOe opinion of its propagation having
been in sono other mode t.han by infection. It mnay he saitl fhl poculiar circuistanîces
of the enigrants can accouit for this-theirsutfferings during tho voyage, fatigue, want
of cleanliness, deticient nourishment, &c. ; yet, notwithstanulding thore Is no suflicient
explantion Vhy the disease inl Canada, ait loas t, (11lonug tho routes,) only m ade ita ap-
pearance after the arrival of émigrants frot infected places, unlss we adopt the opi-
Iion of its boing communicablo hy infection. Thhiking the facta on the other ilde fCar
more conclusive, I leavu the snbject wilout attempting to solve tho problemu. Thero
is however, tnother mode in which to view the suabjoct, and which youîr quîery bears
upon. la cholera over communicable fromt onue individual to another in titi manner of
typhus? flere, 1 iusu5t confess, I have sven reason to alter tho opinion which I origi-
nially held, and which was fonuindudtl un the writings of European atuthors. I wasq ait lirat
firmly perstiaded that i no caso could the occurrence of cholora in one individual, re-
siding in a certain locality, prove a cause iof its accession in another ; and that if tiat
second individual should b litta:ciked, the cLuso would require to bu looked for in the
circumiiistanccs of his locality, independent, of the occurrence of the previous caso, except
so far as moral causes might prove operativu. Ilaving liaid occasion to su frteuent
instances of two, tlrce, or frequently soveral individuals being attacked in the samo
house, and not simultaneously, but snccessively, as they becamo exposod to the apparent
action of norbitic matter, about tho sick, I have folt imyself obliged to give up ny for-
mer opinion ; and i now beliovo that under the circeunstances in which typhus and other
infectious disorders becoon virtilent, cholera will assume an infections character; and
th arguments thtat would tond to oppose the doctrine, wouild go, I conceive, al equal
length in opposition to that of the infectious naturo of typhus. The opinion whiclh I
have lazarded above, I know, is not now. I have, hîowever, adopited il fron persontal
observation, and 1 have found sueural of ny professional friends brought to sinilar con-
cInsions.

1 The last clause of this query refers to the common sentiment of physicians on the
subject of its contagiousness. ere there is the saine diversity of opinion as in othor
places: sone physicians ailtogether deny its contagion ; others regardi it as eminently
contagious ; and a third sut, amiiong whon I inust rank ruyself, consider it as genurally
devoid of infections power, but subjoct, under circuimstances favourable toit, to acquire
that power.

Soon after writing the preceding remarks, Dr. Iolmes reccived from 0. S. Forbes,
Esq., Assistant Depuîty Coimissary General, and President of the Montreal Citizon's
Sanitary Committue, a statement that cholera appeared at Grenville, on the Ottawa,
before the arrival of any emigrants. le says, 'its first appearance at Grenville was
amongst raftsmen, coming down the Ottawa from above Bytown, and out of the small


