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Le all the better for them if they did;
but doubtless, also, they do not. To
struggle through the hospital course to a
legal qualification to practice, is the height
of the ambition of the. rank and file.
Tremendous as the competition is among
the general practitioners of to-day, the
prospect of gineral practice in, perhaps, a

poor and crowded district, at infinitesimal -

fees, is the highest life open to many of
the less brilliant young men who entered
at the hospitals yesterday.

Now, lads of this class regard Tni-
versity training as something which is
outside their purview altogether. And
we are far from sure, pace Dr. Allbutt,
that this will not always be the state
of the case. University training, in the
fullest sense of the term, is the bLeauti-
ful dream of an age which is nothing if
not educational. But whether in sober
reality it will ever be possible to exterd
to the many, advantages which have
hitherto been confined to the few, may
well be doubted. Dr. Allbu‘ts points to
the effects of University education on
the Scotch practioner. Bui, with all
respect for a most respectable type of
character, we arc bound to say that we
have not observed that the Scotch doctor
is so very far ahead of his English con-
frere in his “great logical power, famili-
arity with ideas, and power of handling
them.” Without irreverence, we may
perhaps venture to attribute the apparent
superiority to the fact that all Scotch-
men are argumentative, and the scientific
Scotchman is most argumentative of
them all. Be that as it may, we are
certainly a very long way indeed from
any system which shall confer what is
ordinariiy meant by University educa-
tion on the young man whose ambition
is to become M.R.C.R., and to succeed
in due time to the gig and that trotting
wmare which his father drives—himself
the hardesi-warked creature in the parish,
as Sir Walter Scott said, except the
quadruped berself To this young aspir-
ant, as to his more ambitious brother,

_who dreams already of Harley-street and -

a medical baronetcy, we offer our best
wishes in the terribly arduous career on
“which - both have just entered with the
erur leger of -youth and hoge.
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MISCELLANEOUS.

Dratu ix & DeNTisT's CliaMBRRS. —A
pecnliarly - painful death occurred in =
dentist’s house in Edinburgh -Iast week.
Lady Milne, of Inveresk Lodge, an old
lady of over 753, visited a dentist for the
purpose of having a tooth removed for
disease of the antrum. The operation
was suceesstully conducted with the aid
of nitrous oxide, ‘but, while the eavity
was being treated, the: patient was ob-
served to lapse into a state of unconsci-
ousness. Al efforts at resuscitation
proved. ineffectual and, :before fu’rthcr
medicisl advice could  be obtained,~death

- bad resulted. " It appears that Lady:Milne

had suffered previously from weak-cardi:c
action: ’ -



