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Sinallpox is uiiqtiesti(>ilall a luglîly infectious or cOITV
miicale disease, and, in the language of a past~ day, therc i5 a
virus or poisoni xviich eau pass frrni the sick te the unaffected;
when thîs transference occurs on a large scale \VC speak of an'
epideînic ef sinallpex. As Sir Willianm Osier t ruiy says,
is flot a littie reîiîarkalle that in a disease, wliei is rightY
regarded as the type of ail infectious maladies, the SP)CCîfic
virus still rernains unknown.'' Tfie saine, however, is truc Of
the corninon ii scases ef scarlatina, mueasles andi chic.kelP%ý
Of sorne discases, the virus is a bacillus or coccus, exclessively~
mlinuLte' fungi recogllizal (>nly under the mnicroscope; but
the bacterioiogists are îlcw l)egirning to 51 )eak of virusCs SO

implalpable iliat thCey, Unlike ordinary bacteria, cari 12 thrul
the pore cf iglaze(l pcr-celain fillers, anti arc of itral
micr<>scopic dlimnsio)ns. Soice au thlorît ies conjecture that

t he virus of variola helongs te the group of filter-p.,asseýs. 'JÎI
virus of snîaiipox, ioxvever, is very resistent amîd( cal- lîe celleç
thru the air for considerabie distances; it ciings for long periods
te0 Clodius, b<>oks, furniture, etc.

1 shall îot flow (igress to gîve the clinical tietails of a case
of snîalipox; the eruptieîî iay l)c slight or it înay be veryA
tensive. Lt occurs ini thire-e fernîs, discrete, confluient a"-
ninorrhagic. 'Il-e nîost tIanger<fls forîin of sinaiipox 1 thed
conîfluent, iii wliich the fatce and armns l)artictiiarly are COvr
witli large pustular areas of a 11nOSt (IiSflgtiriiig appecaralice.

'l'le (lisease called cikn xor varicella, lias "0 rela'
i onship te srnaiipox antId tics net. irotett frein it, l'or does

sinaiipox I)rot(ct frein cickempox.

Histoýry of Smallpox. iiPO:"
There secmiîs very littde doubt that the honme of sunl at

was somnew'liere on the continient of Africa, aitho it is truct
there arc traditions poiiîting te its existence il -idita,,nt

lat1000 B. C'. One Ilintîn at-cotît ailudes to an ou11nl
for reflîeving the cicatrices of eruptioî. Africa lias certath
for lonig l>een a 1)rolifit source o>f it: every tinîc a fresh batc
of slaves was breuglît over te the United States of MfierîlCa
there was a freslî eutbreak of siinallpoX. 2  It se-ýeniS thIi te
hrst outbreak iii Europe in the (Christiani era was in the latt
haîf of the sixth century, whemi iL travellcd from Arabia, itlg

Egyp ontueway. T'he eariiest definite staterneft bout.
corne frein Arabia andl are contained in an Arabic niaflUsc
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