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CORRESPONDlENCE.

:uUNCH AUSEN SUBIS'ANTI ATE*rD.

On one occasion %%,len thiat ilistrious and veracious traveller, Baron
MuItnchauisen, %vas pursuing the enerny into tie gate of a fortified town, thc

liortculliS dropped and eut off the iider part of his horse. I-{atcd by the
conflict and tlie routing of the encmy, lie rode to a tank to give the faithftil
animal some water. 'l'le hiorse drank like the parched earth after a six-
nionthis' droughit, until die Baron finally looked arouind and sav the miuti-
lation, and fouind tliat as fast as thec horse drank, the watcr rail out of liis
sliced-off body, and that his thirst woiuld. probably nleyer be slaked.

Thie universal verdict of die reading public for many years lias placcd
Mtînchausen hiigh upon the long list of wvriters wvhose tales arc more inter-
cstingy thiaî truc, and yct pliysiologists tell uis that iii the simle narrative
whichi 1 have just briefed tdie Baron wvas one of the first to voice a great
physiological fact. 'Plhat is, that w~hile thirst is feir iii fle nîouth and
thiroat, it is in reality a gencral craving of dlic wlolc systeni, and tliat no
amounit of ivatcr in the mouith alone wvill prevent an animal fromn dying of
thlirst.

Now, as Mutnchausen %vas ahiead of ]lis gencration as a physiologiet,
wvhy should we not nmore patiently scarchi iii his wvorks for other truths ?
Just as wc have ouir investigators and exlpert interpreters of hiiddeu nucan-
ings iii Shiakespeare and Browning, aind the Wagner music drainas, whiy
shiould. fot societies be formcd for the investigation and ixterpretation of
Munchiausen ?

AUl tluis, liowever, is theoretical. and sulggestive, and introductory to
the statement tlîat I knowv of a cliain of facts %viiicli resemible Muntiiciaui-
scn's hiorse-decorpitation story, and briefly aiud withiout furthier plea, the
facts arc thiese :

Ihere is a genial little caterpillar wvhichi disports itself aniong dlic
leaves of the WVashington shade trees in thc înonth of August, and %vlhich
is kno'vn to its select circle of acquaintances as thie fait. 'eb-worw. There
is also an cnterprising green bug of predatory instincts whiichi is callcd tie
soldier-bug, and wvhich, affiictcd with as strong and persistent a thirst as thiat
of a ICcntucky colonel, secks continually to assuage it by drinking the blood
of thc faîl %veb-wornu. Iri tiiis gory ptîrsuit, howvevcr, thic soldier-bug lias
a strong rival iii the whieel-bug, who, if the former is compared to the
Kenutucky colonel, niust be likened. for tirist to the Georgia Judgc-lîe


