ON ‘TIE
predon—trua holiness—and n futurs state.
But the Gospel rovenls anto us, the existenee
of God; bis plovlous pertections ;  the
righteous nnd vensonnble ¢harncter of his
luw ¢ thorehellion, apostaey, and full of wmnn
the tmpossibility of justiftention by the works
of the lnsy 3 Chirlst’s own divine charactor ny
the S8on of God, and the Saviour of men;
Justifiention by faith In Christ; the Deity
und offices of tho Holy Spirit; the nutare and
necensity of regeneratlon, faith, repentance,
holiness of henvt, and 1o ; o future state; o
Judgment to comn; and & recompenca of ro-
ward to the righteous and the wicked; and
concerning the spiritunl nature of tho king.
doms of Qod, As fur as the kuowledge
of the Gospel extends, it enlightens the
darkness of the siuner’s mind, and dispels
the darkness by which the earth has been
overspread, and cheers even the davk valley
of the shadow of death : so that death, with
all its attendant horvors, wears a now aspect,
Thus the Gospel discovers unte us things
divine nud eternaly nud guides us to happiness
and glory.

Another feature fu the Gospel is Peace :
it ts peculiorly ontitled the Gosren ov
Prace. It hud its origin in and from the
God of Pence, It s the Gospel of Christ
the Prince of Pence, which gives to Lt ity
efficncy and glory. 'Tho messnge which the
Gospel brings, the doctrines which it teaches,
aud the effects which its Influence produces,
are full of pence. The messnge which it
brings to us ls full of merey, love, and peace;
of reconcilintion ; of God reconclling us to
himself in Christ, and beseeching us to be
reconciled to God. It is & message of glad
tidings, of good news, of glory to God in the
highest, of peace on earth, and geod will to
men. It comes unto us under the juspira-
tion of the Holy Spirit, as recorded in the
Scriptures of truth, for the guiding of our
feet in the way of pence, by making known
and teaching unto us the things which be-
long to our everlasting peace.  Itisproclaim-
ing peace, peace to bim that Is far off, and to
him that is near,—speaking peace to the
heathen. It is the word which God sent
nuto the children of Israel, preaching peace
by Jesus Christ, the Lord of all. Peace is
preached by Christ in the Gospel to you that
were afar off, and to them thot were nigh,
Believers in the Gospel withr confidence can
siy, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Carist.

The precepts of the Gospel and the doc-
trines which it teaches are those of peace.
By it God is calling us to peace,—seek peace
and pursue it,~—have peace one with another,
—if it be possible, as much as lieth in you,
live peaceably with all men. Blessed ure the
peace-mokers, The fruits of the Spirit

178

theough the Gorpel, are love and peace.
They shuall have great penee that tove the Tnw
of God, and that aeo galded by the Gospel,
An fur an the Influence of the Gospel oxtends,
wmnity shall conse, and love shall abound
while at the swno tims thowy wnder its hinppy
iofluence shadl bave peaco an o river, and
rlghteousuess us the waves of the sen 3 when
the wicked shatl have no peace.

Sin has turned this earth to one continueld
scene of hatred and eraelty 5 and not till
the Inw of Jove sprends Je all-subdulng efficacy
shall enmity and contention eense. Tt quicts,
1t enlng the turbulent pussons of the mind ;
it gives calin serenity and sweet composure to
the bellovor In all tho aflictions of life, and
even at the hour of death,  ‘The time shall
soon como when the God of peace shall brale
Satan, the great enemy of his people, under
their feet.  Then ** violence shall ne mere bo
heard {0 the land, wasting noc destruction
within thelr borders, and men shall call their
walls Salvation, and their gates Pralse. Then
Jutdgment shall dwell in the wiliderness, and
vighteousuess in the fruitful field; and the
work of righteounnens shull bo pence, and the
effect of righteousnesy, quiotness and ansur-
anee for ever; and then all people shall dwell
in pracenble habitations, and in sure dwell-
ings, and in quict resting-places.”

Again, the glorlous Goxpel of the blessed
Gad, the Gospel of Christ, Is & Gospel of
T'rurH j—pure and perfect truth, based on
Iinmutable and eternal truth itself.  In the
Gaspel we have the true sayings of the God
of truth; the faithful and true record of the
grace and truth that cume by Jesus Christ ;
the *¢ fuithful saying and worthy of all aceep-
tation, that Christ Jesus came into the world
to save sinners,” all bearing a manifest im-
pression of a divine original—of being from
God: the true substance in distinction from
the ceremoninl shadows of the law ; the truth
which shall make frce all those thut em-
brace it. All those that trust in it shall
never be deceived. How unlike, then, how
widely different the Gospel is from the various
dark, ignorant, eartbly, sensual, cruel, aud
fulse systems of religion, which have been in-
vented by depraved men in different ages of
the world, The Gospel, then, is not a vain
tale, not & cunningly devised fabfe, but truth,
confirmed by the authority of God—by the
oath of the Moxst High ;—truth consistent
with jtself. There is no deceit in the promises
and invitations which it mukes : ro delusion
in the happiness which it confers. The prin-
ciples which it inculcates, are in righteousness
and truth, Its histories, precepts, doctrives,
invitations, promises, and threatenings, ave
neither false, trifling, nor deceitful. 1t may
be confidently trusted to, and relied upon.

( To be concluded in our next.)

GOSPEL.



