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THE GOSPEL MESSENGER, O'i!, UNIVERSALIST ADVOCATE,

value of religious hopes ‘nerease beyond
expression, Then comes the all ymport-
ant—tho thrilling «inquivy. Shall I live
again?  Josus answors the question : “be-
cause I live, yo shall live also.” Ile hath
brought to view life and immortality; and
he hath shed around the tomb the light of
glory and endless bliss.  And thus has ho
opened to the spiritual” vision of man scenes
mn futurity that disarm death of its torrors
—take away his sting, and put into the
mouths of the dying the song, * O death
where is thy sting? O gravo where is
thy victory ? Thanks be to God who giv-
oth us the victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ 1"

If it need be, deprive ma of oll things
elzo—but give me, O give.me tus blessed
hopa of immortulity ;. ond through dark
elouds cover the path-way of life, I will
still hope—~hope that if sorrow is my lot
hove, and storms of grief. beat against ma
~-soon | shall have an entrance into that
world whore al! is fair, bright, and beauti-
ful. With such prospects, I am in posses-
vion of immortal riches.

SCRIPTURAL ARGUMENTS IN
PROOF or Tue FINAL IIOLINESS
AND HAPPINESS or awn MEN.,

No. L.

Inasmuch as any doctrine whith can-
not bo fairly established by a few perman-
et citations from the sncred oracles is, in
my judgement, unworthy to be considered
a part of the Christian credenda, the
scriptural passages which I shall adduce in
proof of the final holiness and happiness of
.l mankind will not be numerous,.though
I am entirely satisfied thoy will ba found
to-stand, as does the faith of the Universa-
ist, “not in the wisdom of men, but-in the
power of God.”

In.Gon. xxii. 18, we find it recorded, as
the langunge of tho Lord to Abraham, “In
thy sced-shall all the nations of the carth
he blessed.” In the same prpmise con-
firmed to Jacob, it is written, Gen. xxviii,
14, “In the and inthy seed:shall allthe
familics of the carth bo blessed.”” And
when cited by Peter, Acts iti. 25, it is
on this wise—*In thy seed shall allfhe
indreds of the carth be blessed.” Paul,
in Gal. iii, terms this promiso tie gospe/ :
And the Scripture, foresecing that God
would justify the heathen through faith,
preached before the gospel t~ 2!
saying. Inthee shall all nativus Le bles
ed.”  And he adds—*Now .branum
and his seed were tiie promise triade. e
saith not, and to seeds, as of muny 5 bt ¢
of one, and to thy seed. sokich i Crdist.

In the light ofthese coneurvent tesu-
onies we discover, that the eventua!
blessedness in Christ. of all 11, ~ nations,

Junilies and kindreds of the o.:tth, i
guarantied by the promiso. cf1he Aim, 2hiy
who “is not 8 man thatho should Ye. n.ci-
ther the son of man that he st .1 1epent.
Hath he said, and shall he not doit® or
hathhe s olien, and shall he not make 1t
good P Numbers xxiii. 19, Morover,
“\When God made promise to Abraham,
because he could swear by no greater, he
swear by himself. . . For men venly
swear by the.greater ; and an onth for con-
firmation,ig to them an end of all strife.
Wheroin God, willing more sbundantly to
sbow unto the heirs of promise the immnta-
bility of his council, confirmed it by an
oath: that by o immutable things, in
which it svas impossidle fur God o ho, we
wight have a strong consolation, who have
ded for refuge to Iny hold upon thie hope
sethafore us,” Tleb. vi 1918,

')g.v‘nv'!’

Lo

tho iden of universality, you will not bo in.
clined to dispute — inasmuch as no indivi-
dunt can be fornd who belongsnot to same
nation, family, or kindred. In the angelic
annunciation of the advent of Messiag, the
truth of such tidings as embrace the final
blessodness of all our raco, is implied :
“Foar not: for bohold:! bring yow good
tidings of great joy; which shall bs to all
people,” Luke.ii. 10. Indeed good news,
or glad tiddings, is the literal import of the
tertn gospel—and, es before shawn, Paul
thus donominntes the proaching, of the
Lord to “faithful Abrahoam.”

In what way will you: attempt to avado
tho forco of this testimony in proofof (inul
holiness and happiness of all- mankind,

Should you allege that the blessedness
indicated in the promise was to bo enjoyed
through faith, and that as faith is not ex-
orcised by all the nations, families and
kindreds of the carth, so the prospect of
universal' blessedness in Christ is en illa-
aion, this is my reply «

Ist. Tho premiso is the thing to be
believed, and.as such is cither true or fulse.
if it be fulse, no ono can justly be required
to believe-it;and ifit be true,its validity can-
not be affected cither by the faith or dis-
belief of man. Your argument virtually
“involves the abusrdity, that faith creates the
object of fnith—in other words, that the
promise which we are required to believe
is not true until we believeit ! The pro-
miso in question is either absolute or con-
.ditional.  Ifit be absolute,. the doctrine of
universal salvation is clearly established
thereby ; if it bo conditional, consistency

“requires on acknowledgement. of the afore-

said absurdity. If you deny that the pro-
-mise is the thing to.be believed, I remack,
(1)« ‘That with, equal prosperity you
-might deny that the gospelis the thing to
bo believed—for when God.made prowmise
to-Abraham, he preached the gospel, say-
.ing, in thee shallall nations be blessed,
Gal, iii. 8 (2.) Tho gospel was thus
preached, that the heathen might bejusti-
fied through feith.  Faith in what? Cer-
teinly in the doctrine preached. And will
you contend that any man can be justifi-
ed by fmith inthat which is not true beforo-
it isbelieved ?

2d. It is written, “They which. be of
faith are blessed with faithful Abraham,”
Gl iii. 9. How was -Abraham Blessed ?
Plainly in believing that in his seed all the
nations, families and kindreds of the oarth
should ha Wessed:  I¥E. blessedness was
consequent of fath in universal bicssed.
ness—and the presupposition is, that the
fulfitmeut of the promise was not, in any
soree dependant on the exercise of faith
b tim, Andoas they who believe the

o enelaen Blessed in ke manner,
t Eiewes that the alleged conditionality of
1w oran’se e hased in error.

'\ .de ** Abraham rejorced to see
and he saw it, and waos glad,”
vl He saw it by fath; and
the ez’ it susness of his faith was predicat.
edeft e absglnte character of the prommise
whicl auncuced the coming of the Savi-
I :

In 1 John v. 9—11, waread as follows:
If we peeeve the witneas of men, the
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siaply, that ho has

vitness of God is greater : for this is the
witness ¢F (voo which he hath testified of
e Syn. He that believeth on the Son
of God hath the witeess in himself: he
that ielie reth not in God -hath made him a

liar 1 »ceauso he belioveth nol the record

that Gou gave of his Sen. And this is
the record, that God hath given to us eter-
nablife, and this e is in his Son.” Itis
the province of a wilness to make that

Lnown.whichis already true, and by dis-

believing . his testimony we_impeach his
Now tha record of God s,
given ug etevnal life
in his Son 3 and the fact that the ynbeliever
by notaccrediing the recosd; makes God
o liar, (that is, impeaches-the Divinevera-
city) proves that God has given eternal life
tothe unbrliever. The gift is absolute—
“for what ifsome did not believe 2 shall
their unbglief raako the faith [rather faith-
fulness] of God without effect? God for-

o liar,” Rom, iii. 3, 4, It i3 written,
“for God hath concluded all inunbelicf,
that he might have meorcy upen all,”
Rom. xi. 32.  And in view of this glori-
ous object, most hearuly can the true
‘disciplo exclaim, “O the depth of the riches
both of the wisdom and knowledgo of
God! . . . . Forof bim, and through hitm
and to him, are ALL ‘rmines ¢ to whom bo
.glory for ever. Amen.”

1 feel no disposition to deny that condi-
tions are apponded to wmany Divine testi-
monies — such, for -exemple, as the fol-
lowing, “if ye bo willing and obedi-
ont, yo shall est the good of the land ;
but if ye refuso and rebel, yo shall
ba devoured with the swordi: for the
‘mouth of the Lord hath spoken it,” Isaiah
i, 19,20. Andlalso lold, thatwhile tho
promisc of unjversal blessedness in. Christ
is absoluts, our presont happiness is in
a great measure, dependent on the hearty
acknowledgmentof the truth, Neverthe-
less, sliould every soul of gur Yacolive and
die in total ignorancoe of the promise in
question, the ultimato purpose of the Al-
mighty would not be dafeated thereby.
And I am satisfied that this statement is
fully sustained by the arguments already
presented,

In 2 Cor. 1. 18—20, Paul writes as fol-
lows : “But as Godis true, our word to-
ward'you was not yea and nay. For the
Son of God Jesus Christ, who was proach-
ed among you by us, even by me and
Sylvanus and Timothous, was not yea
and nay, butin him was yea. For all the
promsics of God in him are vea, and in kim
Amen, unto the glory of God by us.”’—
Now, sit, 1t appears to me, that your doct-
rine of conditions to be porformed by the
crenture, contradicts tho spirit of this sa.
cred Scripturo. You affirm, in effect,
that if the promises be believed ,hoy will
be yea ; but if disbelieved they will be nay.
So, instead of averring with the apostle that
all the promises.of God in Christ are yea
and Amen, you virtually contend that they
are either-yea or nay, according to the faith
or disbelief” of man! Your doctrines of
conditions goes fasther than this: It In.
volves-the Athiestical ground, that the Di.
vihe promises are neither yea nor nay, no-
til thoy aro either acknowledged - or de-
njed !

Jesus said, “And I, if Tbeliftod up from
the earth, will draw allmen unto me,”
John xii. 22. In this.langunge our Lord
docs not intimate thut he would draw those
only to himzelf who in after times should
believe in his name ; but ho states, posi-
tively, that he would draw all men unto

earth. o soon as the condition was per-
formed, the declaration was numbered with
the pramises of the Lord, whuch are yca
and Amen.

‘Che language of the Almighty to Abre-
ham, is absolute and uncquivecal. No
conditions ure expressed—no conditions
zo implicd, ¢ ln thee and in thy seed
chall &li the netions, families and kindreds

promised is clearly expressed; ond un-
questionably the Lord had ‘at his disposal
all the means which are essentialto the fulc
filment of his purppse.  Tam *~fully per-:
suaded that what'ho has promised ho is.
ablo also to petform ;> and consequentiy
I “stagzer not at the promise of God.
through unbellef;” but am ¢ strong in faith
giving glory to God.” Sin indced abounds
but grace abounds much more then -sin,
Rom. v. 20. Unbelief prevails—nevor-
theless ** ho is faithful who promised.”—
Heb. x. 23. Alen are in bondage—but the:
# crontion iisclf also shall o delivered from
tho bondage of corruption into tho glorians
liberjy of the childron of God” Rom,
viii. 21.

In the Scriptures which treat of the im-
mortal condition of man, the thing to be ac-
complished is as clearly stated as heartcan
des'ro it to be; and that the Supromo Being
cither iprpediately or snimmediately will
accomplish the work in his own timoand
way, is a-prominent doctrine of Divine Re-
velation. tho Serpent's head will' be bruis-
ed, yea the devil and his works will bo
destroyed—but not by man. The.cnter-

That langunge of the promisc conveys

bid.: yea, let God betrue but every man

prise will be,accomplished bysthe.secd of

him, if he should bo lifted up from the {8

of the carth be blessed.”  Tho thing;

‘the next a Unitarian, and the noxt a Ul

.opinions, is unworthy tho name christian

< v

the woman, the Son or Gon, Gen- iiy,
Ieb.ii. 14; 1 Jobn iii, 8. * The ¢
shall be raised incorruptible’—but no:
the power of man. ‘Tho onorgies of |
quickening-spirit of the Most High,

clotho us upon with immortality, that o
ality may bo swallowed up of life. D
will' bo swallowed up in victory, j
tears will be wiped from off all fuce
—but .not by man. “The Lorn
1osts . . . . will swollow up deawn
victory; and the Lonrw Gop will wipn o
tears from ofF oll faces,” Isaiair xxv. 8.

these passages, and in others of corres;
dent tenor, every thing essontinl to
final blessedness of all our race, is clc@
pointedout ; and the eye of faith is did
ted to- the Aratgury,ne the being by w
power the glorious consummation will §
effected.  So, when' tho Lord preacy
the gospol to Abraham, ho promised§
more than he was abundantly ablo ond§
finitely dotermined to porforn, e clf
ly porceived what difiiculies, if any, wd@§
arise ; and- wisoly adapting his meangg
the I:roduction of the end'he designad, @
work is being prosecuted in the man

which seemeth good in his sight ; and
issue will prove the righteousness of
fuith of the ¢ Friend of God.” 4. c. 1§

LET US GO WITH THE MAJORITS

This iz the practical theory of not a I8
both in religion. and politics. Whatesge
is popular, whatever the fashionable $&
the multitude coprove, they approve
matter how absurd it may be, or how mi®
against their actual (nterest. How m#
thero aro who upon reliyrious subjjectls, negl
think of searching,, investigating, 5§
drawing conclusions for themselves, §
whose motto is, “let us go with the mag
ity.”* And the mpst of them seem to thig
that this is the safest rule they can adag.
and believe that the mass around thg¥s
must be correct ; that itis not possible @
the minority to possess the truth, wilg
tho great majority are-in error.

Such views o us. appsar too oviderH
absurd-for a man of any pretensions to g,
knowledge necessary for every doy pfior
poses, to cntertamn for & moment. Dol
ing in this way by dallot, upon the tr¥ge
or falsity of christian doctrines, is alyg

tircly. For, the samo principle corrlg
outa little farther, would result in the &
jection of christanityic elfi ‘The Daguevl
far out-number tho christians, which wo3g
ivg them a decided advantage in a val
ol this kind, and at once establish the trd

the test all over the world, the protestd§’
religion in many countries would be obi§
ed to give avay to-the universal prevalesigy
of catholicism.

Ajroligion that is popular in ono plel

may be exceedingly unpopularin anothfg
In some sections of our.own republic, 58
find tho Presbyterian church to contain I
most of the inhabitants—and in other piffa &&
Methodism is the ruling religion. Tiiless
fashionablo religion in somec towns 23

cities, is. Upitarionism ; while in others}§
is- Unpivorsalism—allowing- that to bot§
most fashionable which hag the most &%
mirers or; supporters—particularly amoBE
tho bottexportion of.community. In mo
places. in New England the two laiy
classes of christians aro altogother the m#
popular, And-a man therefore to be wig
the. popular party, must change hisfs
aboutas often-as li¢ changes hiy residen
—and he may bo.one month & Prosby
an, the nexta Baptist, tho next a Quakiy

versalist ; and so on to the ond of
chapier of sects.

‘Such-n person is notdeserving,and g
not long have tho respect of:sny commungl
where he may reside. A man that
barter away his conscience for populs
orsoll for dollars and cents his religi

any point of view. And nothing is m
disgusting. to a man of principle, let &
belong to what denomination he ay, 28
that.anzious, .eoquiry . of 8 ¢ortain , clac s



