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its appearance on the banks of the Canal, introduced by two men relatively

more enterprising than their neighbors, The reason given for not having

bonght a marline sooner was poverty—the compendious explanation of

so many of the ‘lls of China. The water supply of all Oricntal lands is

of the most defective description, and here, if anywhere, it would appear

that Western knowledge might be applied for the benefit of great numbcrs

of people and on a large scale. In centres of population the pecple drini:

the water of rivers into which filthy cities have been for ages drained, an:d -
in many cases stagnant water is all that is to be had, and is used as freely

as if it were the best. Where good water is supplied to the Clinese

gratis, as in the French settlement of Shanghai, the people show their
appreciation of the benefit by allowing the water to run all the time. In
the country most Chinese wells are so shallow as to furnish only surface
water, often so impregnated with ¢ ates” and *‘ ites” as to be really unfig
for nse. In these districts, and especially in such of them as are troubled
with quicksands, what is needed would scem to be driven wells, going
below the surface and tapping the pure water below. Experiments have
been made with such wells on the great soda plains around the city of
Tien-tsin, but the result was a failure. The nature of the difliculty was
aptly expressed by one of the coolics employed on the work, who was
asked why the pipe was not driven deeper. To which he replied that it
was, but ¢“the deeper we went the more there wasn't any water I An
enterprising missionary physician living in a country mission station in
Shantung, having had practical experience in California of a kind of well-
boring, which drills an opening and thken inserts galvanized iron pipe, has
recently introduced the plant for this work into his field, and many experi-
ments have been made with it, both at Tien-tsin and in the country ; bug
though the tubing can be driven into the carth to the depth of sixty feet
or more, it has been impossible thus far to get sweet water, which wes
ihe principal object in view. In the absence of any pump, a rude one was
devised which answered the purpose, but it was so hard to work that the
coolie who was employed to draw the water was very shy of the pump,
and declared that it was harder than to draw up water hand over hand in
the old way ; but the well with its pump was surrounded by a crowd all
day long, attracted from great distances by the cxaggerated rumors which
Lad gone forth. The benevolent physician was much amused from time
to time to see a man who had been laboriously pumping up water from
great depths, wiping the perspiration from his face, as he explained to the
listeners the advantages of the ‘“ self-come water 1"’ This experiment in
a Shantung village recalls another experience many years ago in the same
place. One of the missionaries had the happiness of welcoming a second
sen to his household, an event which scemed to the Chinese villagers of
such happy omen, that they were moved to unite in subscribing a fixed
sum from cach family in the viilage, to purchase a silver neck ornament
for the infant. As the suggestion was not absolutely and peremptorily




