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its ýappearance on the banks of the Canal, ixîtroduced, by two mon relatively
more enterprising than, thecir neighlbors. Thie reason given for not hiaving
bongbt a inar' ie sooner %vas poverty-thc compendioiii explanation of
so many of the 'Ils of China. The Nvater supply of ail Orienta! lands is
of the mno-it defectire description, and here, if anywhere, it would. appeir
thiat Western knowledgye inight bc applied for the benefit of great nunîbct.;
of people and o11 a large scalp. In centres of population the people dii
the %vater of rivcrs into wlih filthy cities have been for ages drained, ansi
in miany cases stagnant water is ail tlîat is to bo liad, and is used as frec-ly
as if it Nv'ire the best. Wliore grood .watcr is supplied. to theCliwc
gratis, as iii the French settlemrent of Shanghai, thie people showv their
appreciation of the benefit by allowing the wvater to mun ail the time. In
the country most Chinese wells are sa shallow as to, furnisl only surfàc
wa4+er, often so irnpregnatedl with " ates" and " ites"- as to be really uinflt
for iise. In these districts, and especially in such, of theta as are tr.,ublecl
with quicksands, what is neded wotuld semn to, be driven %vells, goin'g
below the surface and tappingr the pure water below. Experlînents have
been mnade ivith such wells on the great soda plains around the City of
Tien-tsin, but the resuit was a failure. The nature of the diffleulty was
iptly expressed, by one of the coolies employed on thic work, wlio wvas
asked Nvhy the pipe was flot driven deeper. To iwhich hoe replied that it
was, but 1'the deeper wc went tlie more there wvasn't any water P" An
entcrprising înissionary physician living in a country mission station in
Shantung, having had practical exporience in Çalifornia of a ldnd of wcll-
boring, whichl drills an opcning, and tEon insertsglvnedropibs
reCently introduced the plant for this work into his field, and many experi-
ments biave been made ivith it, hotli at Tien-tsin and in the country ; but
thougli the tubing eau ho driven into, the eartlî to, the deptli of sixty feet
or more, it lias been impossible thus far to get swect water, whiclî was
Ghe principal objeet in view. In thxe absence of any punip, a rude one -%vas
devised wvhich answercd the purpose, but it was so liard to work tlîat the
coolie who was employed to draw the wvater -was very shy of the punip,
sud declared that it was lbarder than to draw up Nwater ]îand over fiand ia
thxe old way ; but flic well with its pump -%vas surroundedl by a crowd ail1
day long, attractcd from great distances by the cxaggeraýted rumnors which
had gone forth. The benevolent physician was mucli amnused froni tirne
to Mine to sec a man *whlo iad hoon laboriously puînping up wa.ýter froin
great deptlis, wiping,, the perspiration from lis face, as hie cxplaitied, to the
listeners the advantagcs of the ' self-corne water !" This experiinent in
a Shantung village recalls another experience niany years ago in the saine
place. One of the missionarios had the 11appiness; of welcomIng a second
sGn to his lxousehold, an event which sccmcd to, the Chinese, villagrers of
snch happy oinen, thiat they woere mnoved to unite ini subscribing a flxcd
surn froni each family iu thxe village, to purchase a silver neck ornament
for the inîfant. As the suggestion 'was; not absolutely and porcmptorily
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