
''tc DtXfla of Souis.

thje ignorant were wiiling- te deceive thlem-
selves ; andi what WC nluw auli t as Ilite
ciever trick of a "liocus--pocus*l mn, Wvaa'
ticarce more tlian a cenitury ago, received as
a miracle-as a tinîg perforined by the bnd
of' the "*prince of* the powers of* tihe air."-
Religion without linowledge, and still swad-
dlIed in darkneE,, fosîered the idie fcar ; yea,
tinere are ièw superstitions, thoughl prostituted
by wickcdness, that did net cive their exis-
tence tomsme glimmering idea cf religion.-
Tiney had net seen the lamrp which liightens
th£. seul, and leadetin it te knowledge ; but,
havin.- perceived its làr-eff reflection, plun-
ged inte the qua-mire of error-and hence
proceeded superstition. But I digress into a
deEcant on thme superstitions cf our fathers,
nor should I have donc se, but that it is im-
posvible te write a Border Tale cf the olden
tîme w-ithout bringing themn forward ; and,
when I do se, it je net wvith the intention cf
instiiiing inte the rninds cf mny renders the
old idea of sorcery, witchcrait, and visible
spirits, but of' shewing whiat ivas the beliel*
anad coriduct cf our forefathers. Tînlerefore,
without further comment, 1 shahl cut short

thms remarkis, and simpiy observe, that the
thoughts cf the yeung suranger stili running
upon Leyden, lie turned te the eider, after
they had Eat together for some time, and said,
"Did yriu know Dr. Leyden, sir ?",

"Ken him 1" said the oid man; «"fifty
years age, l've wrought dny's-wcrki beside
his father for months together V"

They contmnaued their conversation for sorne
time.. and the younger inquired cf the eider,
if he were acquainted with Leyden's ballad
of "Lord Soulis'?"

"Why, 1 hae heard a verse or twa o' the
ballant, sir," said the cld nari, " but 1'm
sure everybody kents the story. However, if'
ye're ne perfectiy acquaint wi' it, I'm sure
inm williug te let ye hear it ii great pleas-

uire; and a remarliable story it is-and just
as true, sir, ye rnay tali my word on't, as that
I'm raising this boutle te xny lips.",

Se saying-, the old nian raised the tlak Io
lii8imoutii,andafter aregulirfliher's draugyh4
added-

",WNell, sir, 1111 lut ye liear the story abu.£
Lord $oulis :-You have, no doubt, lieard1ï
1-lermuige Castie, which, stands uponii i
river of tI4at name, at no -treat distance fro
Hawvick. In the daya of the grent and al
King Robeit the Bruce, that castie-%%nr,Ï.
habited by Lord Soulis.* Hewvas a r
whose very utame spread terror thr and ivii».
for hie wvns a tyrant and a sorcerer. He h_ý
a giant'5 strengthi, anl evil eyef and aéý
rnolis heart; and lie kept his " fanuiila.,,
inckied in a chez-t. Peer and pensant becac>n
paie at the narne of Lord Soulis. His ha!
smote down the strong, his eye bianted 1g_
healthy. He oppressed the poor, and lie d,~
bed thie rich. He ruted over his vassais wý,
a rod of iron. rrm the banks of the Te
the Teviot, and the Jed, witln their tribut
ries, to beyond the Lothians, an incessant«.
wvas raised against him te H-eaven and to È
king. But his lile wvas protected hyau chair
and mortal weapons could net prevail again
hise. (The seriousness with wlîieh the n
rator said this, sliewed that hie gave full cr
it te the tradition, ànd beiieved in Lord&Tf
lis as a sorcerer.)

He waz a main cf great stature, and
person was exceeding powerrul. Hee had
r yal blood in bis veins, and laid dlain to
crown of Scotland in opposition to the B
But twc things troubled laim;and the oue
te place the crown of Scotland on lais hË
the other,to posase the hand of a fairand'
maiden, named Marion, who was abuci
wed with Walter, the young hear cf B
holm, the stoutest and the boldest youthi
a l~ the wide Borders. Soulis wvas a mai
ivas not only of a cruel heart, but it ma

ed with forbidden thoughts ; and, Io a
plish bis purposes, hoe went downiiti
dungeon of bis castie, in the dead cf :.
that ne man niiglnt ee hirn perforai
' dead without a name.» He carriedi
lamp in hie hand, which threw ardud

R le was aise preprietor of Eccles in Berwickshire, and, according te biistery, was R~.
ini the town of Berwick; but tradition sayeth otherwise. tefsil

t There is, perhaps, no superstition more widely diffused thaa the be1éfi ntefacs
of an ùvil eye or a realignant glan.e ; and, 1 amn sorry te, say, theabwrety has stillit
lievere., ., 1

1 Bach moerer %vas supposed te liave his famâiac spirit, that aconpafled ia
goulIis was eaid te keep his lorked in a chiest.


