240 The Doom of Soulis.

the ignorant were willing lo deceive them-  Sosuying, the old man raised the fask 1
selves; and what we now laugh at as the hismouth,and after a regularfisher’s draugh,
clever trick of a ‘*hocus-pocus” man, wasr added—

scarce more than a century ago, received a8« W], sir, 111 let ye Lear the story abu

a miracle—as a thing performed by the hand  y,0:4 Soulis :—You have, no doubt, heardd

(}’{l :he “ pr.mr::e 0‘1 the lDowers of l‘h.e“a"‘:”; Hermitsge Castle, which stands upon i

Rolion wilot owvilge, sl sl Yo ot s e ot e dsoe

’ = 105 & ) v Hawick. Inthe daysof the great and gof

:here‘are iewsupersht;ons, though progxtutgd King Robeit the Bruce, that castle-was
by wickedness, t!xat dlq no‘r. owe the'lr.exxs- habited by Lord Soulis* Helwasa ms
tence tosome glimmering idea °_f reh'gnon.—- whose very namespread terror far and wi.
They had not seen the famp which lightens g he was a tyrant and a sorcerer. Hel!
the soul, and leadeth it to knowledge ; but, 5 eiant’s strength, an evil eyet and ai
having perceived its far-off reflection, plun- moy%s heart; and he kept his * fanlilia.r‘:f
ged into the quagmire of error—and hence [ncked ina chest. Peerand peasant becar
proceeded superstition. But I digressintoa pale at the name of Lord Soulis. His hat!
descant on the superstitions of our fathers, gmote down the strong, his eye blasted
nor should I have done so, but that it is im- pealthy. He oppressed the poor, and hewt
possible to write a Border Tale of the olden ped the rich. Heruled over his vassals st
time without bringing them forward ; and, g rod of iron. From the banks of the Twe
when I do o, it is not with the intention of the Teviot, and the Jed, with their tribuz
instilling into the minds of my readers the rjes, to beyond the Lothians, an incessanty
old idea of sorcery, witcheraft, and visible \y45raiced against him to Heaven and tot
spirits, but of shewing what was the beliel’ king. But his life was protected by i char
and conduct of our [orefathers. Thercfore, 3nd mortal weaponscould not prevail aga
without further comment, [ shall cut short hin, (The seriousness with whieh thes
these remarks, and simply observe, that the ratorsaid this, shewed that he gave fullcw
thoughts of the young stranger still running it to the tradition, and believed in Lord§
upon Leyden, le turned to the elder, after lis as a sorcerer.)

:.‘hey. had sat together for some t‘imf’z,, and said, He wasa man of great stature, anl
Did you know Dr. Leyden, sir % person was exceeding powerful. Fe hadc
“Ken him! said the old man; “ fifty r yal bloodin bis veins, and laid claimto

years ago, ve wrought day’s-work beside crown of Scotland in opposition to the B

his father for months together !” But two things troubled him;and the one

. . . to place the crown of Scotland on his heat
They continued their conversation forsome 1o other,to possess the hand ofa faivandd

time, and the younger inquired of the elder, maiden, named Marion, who was abo
if he were acqgainted with Leyden’s ballad wed wi;h ‘Walter, the young hear of B
of “Lord Soulis?” " holm, the stoutest and the boldest youth

“ Why, | hae heard a verse or twa o' the a:} the wide Borders. Soulis was a ma
ballant, sir” said the old man, “but 'm was notonly of a cruel heart, but it was
sure everybody kens the story. Eowever, if ed with forbidden thoughts ; and, toa
ye're no perfectly acquaint wi’ it, ’'m sare plish his purposes, he went downin
¥'m willing to let ye hear it wi’ great pleas- dungeon of his castle, in the dead of
ure; and a remarkable story it is—and just that no man might see him perform
as true, sir, ye may tak my word on’t, as that © dead without a name.” He carrieda
I’'m raising this bottle to my lips.” lamp in his hand, which threw ardunds

_ *He was also proprietor of Eccles in Berwickshire, and, ascording to history, was’
in the town of Berwick ; but tradition sayeth otherwise. Sl )
T Therais, perhaps, no superstition more widely diffused than the beliefin the fastiet
i;if an evil eye or a malignant glance ; and, 1 am sorry to say, the absurdity has stilliv
evere. - e e .
1 Each socerer was suppesed to have his familiac spirit, that accompanied hini
Soulis was said to keep his locked in & chest. ' o



