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Jngly consented ; the hours of attendance were increased, and
ww atone tim -, might be seen cluldren and parents, grandfuthers
ad grandmathers, learning to read from the sume books.

Stuber’s next object was to circulate the Bible, and he procured
chiefly at hig own expense, a number of French Bibles from Basle,
¢uch, that they unght be more extensively usetul, he ordered to
:boand m three parts.  He distnibuted them m the schools, and
wowed the children to tuke themhome to read. ‘The Steinthalers
nd known hatherto nothing about the Bible, but that it was a
arge book which coutamed the word of God; and for a long
wie they eould ot believe that these small books could be indeed
e Bible. Of th ditference between the Old and new ‘l'estament,
o witat was meant by a bk, a chapter, or a verse, they were
atirely ignorant; for one of their host schoolinasters had never
danng hus craployinoat for twenty vears, been in tiie pussession
oaBible. Now however, the poor Sieinthaler carried his Bible
o uiurch, und was syon uble to find the text, and follow and
wderstand the discourse. It was Stuber’s method to explain the
woks of the scriptures in order; but whatever was the nature of
b exposition, lie ccased not on every occasivn, to cuil upen them
whecone the people of God; assuring them that the Lord was
witing to be gracious to them; that he would do great things
ix thein ; that, separated from the world, i retirement and sim.-

ity, they necded only the grace of God, t» make them happy
aldc and death ; that God’s arm was not shortened, and that,
wiwithstandmig their paverty, and distressing situat:o, he would
t, assist and bless, all who sincerely sought his favour; be
woaid then pont to them the happiness of the individual, who
teough faith breams onc of the redeemed of the Lord, and of
tie beau'y of that ehurch which walked in the fear of tod.—
Swber adopted in his d'seonrse, more the styie of confidential
fendly conversation, than that of regu'ar scrinons. He often
aked them from the pulpt, if they anderstod what he wished to
impress upon them, and if they wounld pray ¢ be instrueted by
e spint of God. From time to time he altered the forins of
wvorship, that their attention might be kept alive, and convinesd
that in the public worship of God, singing hymns to his praise is
1 maans of great excit-ment and edification, he endeavoured to
wath them some simple melodis; though at that tune, neither

e old nor voung ever attempted to sing, even for amuscment.
B succeeded so fur, thut ia a few years most of the gencral
fanes WeTe sung.

Staber had luboured for six years with unceasing diligence in
& ficld of uscfulnvss, when he was mvited in the year 17535, to
smuch more lucrative cwié, in the small town of Barr, on the
dber side of Haut Chump or Hochfeld e leit Steinthal; yet
ke nover ceased to remember it with the greatest nterest, more
ticelarly as the person appointed ax his successor, was a inan
aery way unworthy of his office.  After a lapse of four years,
thie clergyman wus again removed ; and Stuber offered to return
ud recornmence his cxertions, as the poor pastor of Waldbach.
Tothose who were unacquiunted with the intivence of tise Holy
Ghoet upon the heart of inan, this conduct was perfectly incom.
webengible. ¢ What 1 said they, * will he exchange so ad-
nntageous and comfortable a liv.ng, for the nuscrable desert of
Waldbach 7 His requcst, however, could not with propricty be
wfasxd, and Stubcr once more set out for his beloved Steinthal.
Iwasa day of jubilce for the whole valley; old and young
went to meet their spiritual father to the top of the mountain
where they had taken their lcave of him ; cvery onc who had the
sportunity, brought some produce of their land as an offering, the
wly gift they had in their power to bestow ; tears of joy filled
emyeye; and when their revered pastor stopped as he passcd
tuT: the different groupe, to salute first one and then another,
fheir delight burst forth unrestraincd. It was during this sccond
yrid of Stuber's residence, that his labours were 80 abundantly
Nemed ; the secd was sown in tears, for it was then, that he lost
s much lamented wife, who had united with him in all his plans
fe the benefit of the peaple, and with whom he had been one in
bart and mind. She dicd at the early age of twenty, having
Veea masried threc years.

Several years after this event, this faithful minister received a
pecabarly honourable call to St. Thomas’ church, at Strasburg ;
wiich he could conscicntiously accept, from its giving him the

power to chooso for his wuceemsor in Steinthul, some onc who
would curry forward tho work he had begun.

Oberiin'a Childllnod and Euarly Years.

John Frederic Obalin was bosn at Strashurgr, on the 31st of
August, 1740, Hiw futher wos a very learned professor in the
gymrasiumn of thut city, und his cldest brothur was the well
known antiguarian of that numne.  His parents had nine children,
of whom seven were wonw, s futher was a man of cxcmplary
piety, combined with the cheerful amimation of » child, and in his
intercourse with huw children, auring their hours of reereation, ho
condescended to all their wports; und it s suid, that when they
every Thursduy in sniuncr, vimied a siall fammily cstate at Schil-
tighcim, he used to sling on a drum, sct his boys in a row, drill
them, ard teach them their manual cxereise.  Yet familiar as
were his manuers at thes: tunes, he required unreserved obed..
ence, und scrious upplicution ut others, aud his children early
learned to yield implicily to his wishes.

A ncighbour ealling one day, when M. Oberlin sat at table surs
rounded by his cluldren, nnd knowing him possessed of but a li-
mited income, secmed inclined to pity him in having seven bovs,
apparently too full of heaith to be camly kept in restraint.  « L
said he, * huve only two, and they cinbitter and shorten my pas.
sage to tho grave.” **My dear fricnd,” answered M. Oberlin,
““mine are very diffirent, for they huve leamed to obey and wil-

Lingly submit. " If deuth should now enter my door and ask me
for one of my childeen, 1 should nuswer, ¢ Fellow, who has made
you believe Y have one too many

"The necessary expruse altendant on so large a family, might
jat times, indecd, have proved n burdin w one whose resources
j were so confined, but the dirposition nnd charucter of his children
never allowed him long to feol the weight of pecuniary sorrow.
Every Saturday cuch child reccived from therr (ather two pfennige,
“about the worth of un English farthing, with which they could
, purchase frnt, eukes, or uny other tefle ; or if they were disposed,
‘save till it beecame a lnrger sum.  Most of the cluldren, but par-
!ticulurly Frederie, wore in the hubit of laying up this moncy, and
|y othier present they might receive, as s kind of fund, and if
jat any time they saw sorrow on the brow of their father, because
i he was unuble innncedistely to pay, us was his usual custom, with-
out muking any deduction, the tatlor, shoemaker, or any one else
who hud vrought home work, they winked to cach other, snd
! then ran to futch their savings, and gave themto him, which their
i father seidom aceepted, but declined with tears of grateful joy.

Their pious -mother related onc day the distress of a poor but
worthy fam:ly, suying at the same time, that she intended to con-
tribute somcthing towards their relicf.  The children ran to their
mone, boxes, and begged that they might be allowed to add
somcthing from their littlo stores ; and so exedllent is the force of
tgood example, that the old mervant, who bad lived with them for
4 tufling conmderation for many yeurs, begged also that some of
her wages nught be @miven to the sume object.

But scveral ancedotea ure recorded, more particularly of Fre.
denc, which exhibit in cmbryo these qualities and dispositions
whech were so benificially developed as the pastor of Stcinthal,
Suiie mischievous boys hud thrown down a basket of eggrs, which
4 country-woman was carrying on her head. The unfortunate
woman sut down, wccpiug on uccount of her misfortune, and
Fredence passing ot the tume, reprimanded the boys with great
spirit, then returning home as quickly as possible, brought his
roncy box and poured its contents into the lap of the woman,
and ran away without waiting cither for commendation or thanks.
At another time, ho suw a poor old woman at the booth of a
hawker, bargaining for scme common article of wearing apparel ;
the hawker usked a few kreuzer more for it than she was able to
give, and as he would not, or could not, take so little as she bad
to offer him, sho turned sorrowfully away. Frederic sprang for-
ward, put the moncy of which the old woman was deficient into
his hand, and whispered to him to call her back and Ict her bave
the article for which tacy hud been bartering, and then ran away
with all possible specd.

He unce saw in tho stroeet & beadle ill-treat a poor cripple who
had received alms; fired with indiguation, the bruve litte fellow
thrust himaelf between the beggar and the man, and upbraided
the latter with his ivhumanity. The man then tricd to size the




