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Tus following apologue will smuse our youthlug
readors ; snd Chucchmen of ripo age nay gather from
1t a great deal of useful nstruction -

THE DLACK-DIRDS AND THE FRUGS.
A JMUsCAL FADLY,

In a meadow which lay nesr au exte¢nsive marsh,
dwelt a coluny of black birds, who, when evening
camc, wore wont to et toguther amongst tho thick
toliage of an oll aln tree which stood at the vorge of
thamorass. They weso a Lappy colony, end alter
they had finished thur datly toil, longiand loud were
the songs they sevt forths from tho old uee, gladdon-
ing the very sie with tho harmony of their veize,, and
vendering thy sohitude of the m-adow joyous with
sweet sonze. Tuey all sang, - ach one swelling his
litls throat, and pouring fortk Wis rich toned asif n
ceatasy, annd thus for seasor afltar searon they bac
lived and euny in perlect higmeny and bappiness.—
Ona evening, however, A member cf this colony,
(Drimy ko was called by bis companions, Lecauro Lo
prided himsollon bis persona. appaatance, aud thought
that of all Llack-birds his plumage was the blackest
an] most glossy,) chanced to virit 8 ttle pool of water
at tha edge cf tho swamp, for the pury osv of quenche
ing bis thirst, and washing and arranging bis festherst
when Lo was addressed by a genteel-looking individual,
whom Le recognized after & moment’s gaze as John
Frog, a worihy inbabuant of thu marab, and a very
good unger. Johnny Froz was a polite and sell-con~
ccited little fellow, and was so proud of Lis accow-
plishmente, (bo was an excellent dsncer, as well as a
singer,) that Ls never could ceare talk-ny about them.

* Good avening, Mr. Priiny,” ead Jobnny, as be
advanced with a graceful hop towards the black-brd.
« I biave long sought an oppostuwity of secing you or
one of your volony. How is your famly 3  Primy
repliod to this salutation wais a . *spectful bow, for b
regarded the vatied accomplshments of Jobn Frog
withthe Lislicst veneration, and having assured him
that Mire. Primy was as well as could bo expected,
and that three Jutle Y'rimy's bad already pipped their
sbells, irquited with some earnestnesy, why Jobuny
had been s0 anxious to ses him. “ Why, you sce,”
said Jobinny, ¢ T have three frivnds, all pood singers,
a3 you know, as well as myself, who, being entirely
out of emplayment, aro desirous of knowing whetber
engagements wight be made with your colony n
which our taients could be called into serviee. 1o
speak wore plainly, wo bave observed that you black
birds have as much as you can do to provide for your
fatulies, (ibank gocdness all iy linle polywozs can
take care of themselves,) aud we have thought that
we might be uscful to yoa in the capacity of singurs.
After your day's toil you must indeed bo weary and
out cf breath, and as it szems necessary that you
should bave mwusic, why not procure the services of
such as Lave nothing else to attend to? My threc
friends and myself lorm a quartette, who can produce
wusic fac superior to anything you hsve yet heard.
Welave practised until we ate perfect 1 our know-
ledyse of cach other's voices and style of singing, and
arc able to exccute tho most difficuls and intricate
passages ¢f barmony without a sinple error.  Thus,
we can give vou the best music without any exertion
on jour pact, and, having nothing else to de, we can
study and improve ourselves until we shall Le perfect
1 our ast.  This, mterrupted by your various engage-
mentd, youcan never be able to at ain.  What do you
thnk ot my plan?’

Piimy was struck with the biilianey of tha idea
and felt proud and flatiered at the thougLtilat Marter
¥rox uad eelected b as s confulante sa this matter,
hie did nat think for a moment that aceident alone had
brouabt ahnut the meeting,

« Master Frea,” said be, with great dignity, ¢ 1 am
vejoiced that you bave chosen me as your counsellor,
I bave, I sayic withoat vanity. great inflience with
wmy comrades, and 1 aw so fwvoratly impressed with
rour pan that 1 shall lose no time 1n communica-
unz 1t tq my fellows, You may expect a favorable
arswee to-norrocw,”

Tho Frop, placmng uz. hacd or bis beart, Lowed
low, and turning, plunged into the pool to inform die
sriends of his suceess,

P.imy bastened to thetree.  The whole eolony were
sngzng loudly; Lot mounting an elevated Inanchs
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od that it should Le adopt:d, and the Messrs, Frog
immedistoly engaged, ‘Tbe older binds shook thur
hieads at fleat; they loved singing for minging's sako;
they satw that If tho Frogs wore cmployed it was
expected that they should do all the singing, while the l
Lirds should remain silent. 'They consented finally,
Liowever, to the arraugement, and Primy was autburic
z0d to ongsge the foruig«ere.

Tho next evenirg Johnny Frog and his thrca friends
were promptly st their appointed place. ’amy soon
mada liis appearance, the arrangements wers satislace
torily adjusted, and Pritny with the (uarteits returned
tothe tree. ‘The Froge wera assisted to thair places,
and immediately commenced operations. This was
tho borden of their vong ¢

** Cnu. & chunk, tah, plum, plum,
Chunk, *~o, tab, ree,
Plunk, plunk, =ah, clune, clm,
Chunk, too, tah, tee t”

The blackbirds listened in mlene~.  The young oner
applagded vigorously at tho close of «ach stanza, ¥o¢ I
the old ones loooked wiso and coutrasted

* Chunk, chunk, tah, ptu,  'am,”

with the musical sound of theie own familar sonpgs.—
Every sevening the Frogs wero at their station, singing
theie songs for tho blackbinds, who, as on the first oc- |
canion, listenod in silance. I3t thero was sometlnng
wanung in their usual evening gatherings which vven
the younger members of the cosmmunity disenvored.—
Thero was not that joyous anunation and cheerfulness
which had charactorized thele sotial boues before the
introduction of the Frreign Juartette.  All fult keanly
the desire to sing, and it imust be confessed that during
e day, when abseat on their usue) avoeations, many
of tiie young, as well as of the old, indulged in theie
old songs, and could not bulp regrotting that they
were unable to unite their voices with their comrades
old ; but they dare not sing in thu presenco of the
frog quartette. They were not famuliar with the musics
and not wisbing towake discard, they held their peacs
and listened to strains they did not understand. This
{eeling :pread throughout the colony, until at length
thero was not a cheerful lookinp blackbird to ba foun:).
Evon Pumny seomed down-hearted. and frequently al-
lowed bis feathess to be rufil:d. From a bappy asiem-
blaze their evening meectings had lecoms dreary, si-
lent, and wournfal, and rendered even luss endurable
by tus *¢ Piunk, pluuk, sab, clum, clums,” of tha frogs,
who. thinking unly of tho dignity of their own appear-
ance, were entirely regardless ot the feclings of others.
At length the old birds resolved on a change, They
hiad scen the folly of the matier before, und they hoped
that now the youn birds bad al-0 lie.ome weary of the
wonotony of their present lite. Lhey spoke to the
vaung ones on the sutject, and were rejoiced to learn
that shamu only had prevented them from requesting
the quartette to bo remeved. Master Johany and b
friends after this were no longer in the arcendant.—
‘They wero requested politely to change their tunes to
tba old fawmiliar ones of the blackbirds, sothat all might
join in tho singing. They indignantly refused, and
the result was that they wore dismissed by the black-
birds, and rewnned to their own pool and pollywons
to sinz and live as they saw fit, while our friends, tbe
birds, once wore united 1n * congregational singing,’
and once are were cheerful, happy, and free.  They
naver again engaged at*quartette” to do their singing ;
tail thenceforth, as senmblo blackbirda, sang their own
songs and enjoyed their own music.—3fusical Luncs
and Gazatte.

Sclections.

Pa a3 At N o~ - T N TN
(From the Londyn Guardian.)

The Life of Esther de Berdt, afterwards Esther Reed, |
of Pernvyleania.  Privately Printed.  Philadelphia: |
Shermsn.

(Concluded from last weekz)

‘The following 13 & letter from Washington to Mr. ‘
Reed. We give st enfire.  All that preat nian'y wiite
nzg are valuable : this secme 10 us pecnliarly stamped
with Lis rioble serenitv and cheerful unpelfishnese i~

s Milllebruck, Jan. 234, 17775,

% Dear Sir—Your favours of the 12¢h and 184 |
ins). are both befsro me, and on 1wa accounts have |
given ma Jwin 3 firet, breswv I much wishied to soe ‘
you at tha heal of the cavalry ; aml, gecondly, by
refusing of 1t my atrabaements have bren a pocd deal !

disconeerted. s your uotions for refu-ing the ap,

Prmy screamed Silence! at thetop of lis voice, and | paniment are na Aaubt watisfictory to yourself, and

as Jength succeeded in poining, & Leariuz. 1 set
fartk in eluquent words tha advantages of Jubn ¥ros's
,plan ; and finally woa the support of the younger
anembers of e ccmmunity, who werd led away by
she norelly of the proposal, and clamarously Gemand-

|

your deterimnatiun fixed, it 18 nuneerssary 1o eoter
upon & discussion of the petat. I ean enly add, I wizh
it had Leen othierwise, eapocially as I flsties tnyenlf
that my la« woeld convince you, that you still hell
the ;ame glsce ia my aflcctiony $hetyoy crer did,
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inclinationy or & dedirs of rendering thoro sids to ha
service which yune abihitiss enabls you to do, should
lead you (o the camnp, 1t is unnhecosury for me, I hepes
to addd chat 1 ehould be exteemely happy In seeing you
one of iny famlly, - lst you remain i 1.

“ The tate coaliton of parties in Pennsylvania is a
mesd furtunate circumsiance; that, and the »deited
manper in whivh the nulina of thu State turned out,
upon the late manmuvio of the auemy, s, in iny opre
nien, given & greater sbock to tho enemy ihan any
event which has happened n tho ccures of this dis-
pute, becauos it was alugetior unoxpected, and gave
the decinva s*roke to their design on Pliladelphia—
‘The bint you have given rexpreriig the compliment
dus t2 the exsoutivo powars of Pennaylvarls 1 thank
you for, but can assure you [ gave G«n. M fllin 1o di.
reon v reercoling the muit-a, chat I did not conce.ve,
na;, that J had mt bean 1old by Congress, be was
«2sted vah before ; lor yuu innst know that Genural

| Miuain, at the patticarar lnstance, and by & resolva of

Congress, had been detained from s duty In this
camp neara tnonth, to be in readinees 1o hava out the
militia, If oc2asion ahould rugparro 11, and only got Lere
the day befors I received such intelbigence, as con-
vinced e that the eneiny wers upon the point of
woving § in conseqnunce of whieh 1 requested Lim to
return, and without defining g dury, desired ho
would sy bea utinost endeavors to carry th desgned
opposition into effact conveanning that a previous
plan asl been Jaid by Congress, or the State of Penn-
sylvania, s0 far as respected the mode of drawing the
wilt:a out, ‘Lho sction of them alterward circumstane
ces alone could direct. I did not pretond 1o give any
atder about it.

* 1t pives me pleasure to learn from your letter that
tho rearons anined by me to General Arnold, for not
attacking the cnemy in theie stuation, between the
Raritan and Milstone, met wil the approbation of
those who were acquainted with thom. We have
~ym amongst us, atd 1 dase say Genorals, who wish
to mako themselves popular at the expenss of others,
or who think tho causv is notto be advanced other-
wise ihan by fishting—the peculiar circumstances un-
der which it is to be done, and the conseqences that
may follow, are objects too trudal for their attention—
but as 1 have onc groat end in viaw, I shall, maugre al}
the [illegible] of the kind, -1 lily pursue tho means
whichin my judgment .- .o tha sccomplishment
of it, not doubting but tiia: 1he candid part of mankind,
if they are convinced of wy integrity, will make proper
allowauco for my inoxpeience and fraihirs, I will
agree to be loaded with all the cblequy they can be-
stow, if ] commit a willfu! error,

“1f General lawe has ot mancuvred much decp-
er than tost people seem dhsposed to think him capa-
ble of, his army is absolately gono off panic struck,
but as T cannot persuado myself into a Lolief of the
latter, notwithstanding it i the prevashng opinion of
my cofli‘cre, I cannol say that the move I am about
to mnake towards Amboy accords altogether with my
opinion, not that Tam under eny cther apprebiension
than that of bsing obliged to lusu mround again, which
would indeed te no emall misfortune, as the thirits of
our troops and country is greatly revived, and I pre.
sume, the cnemy’s not & lidtls depressud, Ly their late
retrozada motions

“ By some lato accounts I fancy the British Grena-
diers pot & prelty severs peppering by Morgan's Rifle
Corps ; they fought, 1t secans, 2 consiicrable timne at
tho dutance of ttew twenty to forty yarde, ard fiom
tbe concurting accounts of several of the cflicers, mnore
than a hundred of them must bave fallen.  3ad there
not been some mistake in po.ut of taue fur marcling
the brigades that wera ordered upon that service, amd
parucularly in delivenng an order to Gen. Varnum, [
liclive the rear of Gen. Howe's troops might bave
bieen a little rongher handled thun they were, for ifan
expreas who went to Gen. Alaxwell the evening before
had reached lim in time to co-operate upon the ene-
my's flank, for wheh purpess ho was sont down the
day belore with a respeciable force, very good conse-
quencos mizht hiave resulted from it howsver, it i1 too
late ta remedy thess mistakes, and my papar tells wme
I can add no more than to assure yon that—1 aps, dear
sir, your affectionate

# (Geo. Wasnixgrox.”

Are, Reed 3t ber fathier, Mr, De Berdt, the Ame-
ticin dgcat, rzem 1o bave had the :ame opinion of
Pravklin, % Habids mo, tell vou,”1ho says to My,
Reed in a lerter of 1778, % Lis cninron of De. Feankln .
that e rlood entirely neuter till ho saw whick way
tho contest wonld be carntied, and then brcke out
Gareely on the side of Ametica” Yer own oplnion
uﬁhjm,much later, appuars to bave been the sagg.e.




