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i1 SUDDENi.Y CAME IN SIGIIT OF~ î% NOOSI-."

RIDING A MOOSE.

19Y' PROF. C. G. 1). ItOitieWrs, WI.NDSOR, N.S.

U R campl %vas in the hcart of that wilder-
lies$ xvhlich occupies the rongue of land
betwecn the Bay of Fundly and M~inas
Baisin-a wilderness whierein the moose
ytt abound, and bears arc growinig ycarly

niorc and more nuimerous. It wvas a crisp) October
nighrt, and the fire l)urnud vigorously in front of our
open " Tent2 1he Sali black birches and Simaples
surroundinig the camp were lit up sharply, wlîile the
space Ibetwccen thein lay in deepe)st shiadoiv, wvîtl here
and there a lov.swiniugii- branclh whose d.wy lenves

-leaied agis the drness. A snmell of broiling
steaks %vas Z>in the alir.

'Ne werc loulîîgîm!- iu various attitudes, acc(>r<Iilu to
Cath iii.îsis idea of conmfort, Silon the liîaps of lilan-
kets that littered the fleuor of the cmp and werc
avaitin- iii cager expcct.iicy to partakc of the first
xnloo.se*îueaî of tlie scason.

l loiv wcll 1 reinieinhe)r," 1 reiiiarked, " the proitd
moment whcen 1 servcd upl to the rest of the hoys
the steaksN thiat I had sliced rromn nv fîrst inioose!
*Ihev were jusr sîîeh steaks as Illosc whiicl Barluey
thecre is cooking with sudli carc. That first moose,
liow 1 loved itu ! An(t to think that just because 1
loved inii so, 1 siiot hlini "

i renîinher ;nr first iioose," said Sai. " withi half
a feeling orflate

" 1-ows that ? l iurjuired thc I)octor, wilo %vas eut.
îing brend iu siccs -.11 inch îhick. "W-%%s il close
season ?"'

Oh 01,Snt quite so baU as tilit, i deair boy, an-
swercd Sain ; but, voit cce. ismed of shIootiîîg Iiiiu,
1 rode the pour ercature to deâth!

litre Sain pausud, douhrfully, andi lookec ti theli
steak

«Let's heair about it, now," I cxclainied. "'ruiat
steak, wou'î he cooked for seven or eighît minutes, and
if someîthin- isn't donc to distracti my attention, 1 shall
cat ht raw. Never %vis so hungry iii ny lire."

"AIl right," said Sai,. h o' take Iong to tell
It. 1< ppened this wvay. 1 liad goie to Joyce's

hlilher Camp, oan the 'Miramici, early one w~inter, jusi
to sec whiat life in the cinmp %vas like, and to get a
little shooting. 1 inay say, in parenthesis, that 1 got
cnough shooting, and too înuchi of life in the camps.
fDln't gel. imlpatient now, there is no hiurry ! Ont
morning as I wvas waindering about a mile froiîî the
camp, in a direction opposite that in whicli the chop-
pers wvert ar work, 1 maine Sipon the freshi tracks of
a large moose. My lmeart beat quicker-i mnoose was
jrîst then niv :'ole ambition. hcie 110w as deep> and
sofi, and 1 could sec tuait the animal wvas mnaking slow
andi lahorious progress. 1 ivas, of course, ou snow-
situes. Ioitfg w iu rifle to sec that there wvas a
cartridge in p*lace, 1 set off in liot pursut.

"After tratnipig ahuit a muile and a hif 1 sud.
denîyI Came iu bighît of the mloose, a1 big bill. lie
was standing on the very brink of a dcci> ravine, at
the I>ott<îm "of wihich, as 1 knew, flowcd a SlllloV
river k-iot bvy the naine of Faîls Brook. 1'lîc animal
was sniffing tlie air anîd Iooking ab>out apprehiensively.
1 r;Sised my rifle eagerly, took a quick aim, and puIled
the tri-,ler. Tlierc wvas no0 result. 'l'le weapon 'vas
q>ily i lf oe Angrily, but noisclessly, 1 rectified
tn1v stupi(I itike; but tari very instanît the creature
inst cubeir have seeti tue or wiiuded mue, for lie disap-
pearcd %vifli a îilunge dlowni the ravine. 1 rushied for-
ward, and l iny hultrry filcd <o chîeck myself un the
C(d'e or tlhe dechinc. 1 %Vcuî rolling and, shiditig licad.
long to the bottomi, and brouglit up in tlie icy current,

108


