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THE SERFS.

FI<C)M ti11E GERMNIS liV 1% 2,i COI.

u ne %viIl do that," replied flic bailif,
- with a inalicious siie, for lie kne% by

thus coittradicttang hini lie would urge bis
maister onf to stili greater sev'eriîv.

do it '"çried the Count. "Let hini starve ; litinger will
niake liiîî docile enough don't give hini even hrend,
wc wili sec wvhose hn stehret i hl mlr
file, and ivhen lie la eýedof fie, then I %villhaein
îlîrished :"

Only too gla(Ily di licaiiffli theb olb tl:ls con
înaîîd. 1-e brougbit the unhappy prisosier necither brcad
titi"or watur. Sciiober scarcely remiarked it. He %Yas flot
Quietly %vould lie bave sacrificed his lieé if b' so doing

wvould v*ent bis rg nlcnil ota i vudpn
isb lii also. Praslie %vas alrcady a prisoner iii the
Castle. No sie)camie to bis cyes. He wislied to
reinii quiet adcomiposed, and yet despair more and
more took copsinof bini -hle sprang up, and %vildly
and violently sokteiron bars across bis littic %indov.
*Fbey deficd his strengîb ; bis arni saîk, back exhaustcd.
*Uleîî tears started into bis eyes, and lie, the strong mian,
wvept ovcr the biard fate whicb fiad given him up) to the
wvill and cret fthe Count. As a serf, lie had no
rights.

i'here w~as a aindecd, whiclî did flot permit the
lord of th mno t give a serf more than fifteen hlows
at a tiiie ; but it %vas a dcad letter. And if tbe Count
%vere to have hini whipped to dealli, %vho would stand
Upl against flie 1poverftîl proprietor and accuse hini ?
Wbhat court of justice would, hear sucil ail accusation and
give satisfaction ? 'l'ie Counî's arm reachied further than
the petitions and accusations of al] his serfs. W'ith gold
lie could open every door and every car for bimiself.

Again several days had passed, and no one kncew any-
thimîg about the lucklcss Sclîober's fate. lIf vain had
sonie neighbotîrs besougbît liinrich t0 go to the Castle
and intercede with the Count for bis fatber.

IlI eanniot," lie lind replied. Il If 1 implore the Counit,
-if 1 tbrowv nîyself on mv knclcs; before hiîn iii vain,-if

bis hcarn shows. no0 conîpaýssion, thenl I shall flot be ale
to control miyseif; I shalh have no niastery over my
passion; then it %iiil cost lîni bis life, even were I to
strangle hini wvitb my hare bauds. And what, then,
%voul hie mv fitler's fate ? WVould flot îwy deed be
revenged on him, on niy niotlier, nîy sister, eveil 0o1
iîy unlîappy bride? And eve:î if 1 slewv the Count,
anlotlier proprictor would sîacceed him, îîo %vould, lier-
lîaps, bc still more cruel."

Ile sent the iil axvay, and soughît out %oliîa.rv spots
iii the liulds and the forest. Ail the p>oiers of bis mind
wverc fmxed ofi one tlioti-,lit--21 the deliveratice of his
fatiier ; but niucb as lie thouglbî over it lie could devise
110 wvav ofeflecîing it.

He was une dav siuting alone i21a ravine starimîg before
lîimi li.\C<llv on the grcund. t ias a1 warni, stnimîy iftcr-
110021. %fiiat dit] it niatter to bim ? In i s licirt it felt
as if iiever a banui of joy or happiness c0121d pcnetrate
there again. Should lie implore the Count for mercy ?
Should lit try to sofîemî bis lieaut? Had the mian any
piîv ?

'l'le sound of a Iîorsc's hoofs, flot far off, startled hlm.
H-e. lookcd ulp. ''le Confiît ias allopiîîg îlîrougbi the
ravinie. Two of lus great dogs acconipanied lîini. He
looked dat-k and angry.

H'einrich's heart beat v'iolently wvlierî lie saw the liated
mnii. Ne wislied 10 sprimug up and liasten 0o21 of the
rainei in order nlot tu inet lîin ; but the thouglit of bus
fatiier kelîî Iini baek. Fate seenîied to have brouglit the
lord of the manor hither. H-e %vas alonc îvith himi. No
oune coLld liear him. H-e would beg lini, implore him
10 spare lus faîber, flot 10 îuunish îinî.

lie reniained standing iii the miiddle of the roid.
"lStand back, fellow cricd fice Cousit as lie ap.

îîroached, hlmi.
1lcinrieli did flot stir frouu the spot.
Il Motracious niatster," lie begged, Ilspare m> fathier!

do flot have hîinî beateti ! "
Il Ha, lia !" laugbied the Count niockingly. "Have

you lerned t0 beg lit last ? I tiuougbt >-our mîouth bnd
florgotten sucu î%ords! But you mnade a mistake, boy,
>oîîr faîlier wvil flot gel off su cail>-. I shall pay hlnu
o121 i210 wlîat 1 have owed hini for vears !

IMost gracious sir," uepeztted 1Ieinrich, Il have puty
onl ny fathier h Do fl order Iinui to be beatemi!

Il'es, fehhow ! " cried the Couîît, I will betîd bis stiif,
proud ntck. To-inrrow I ivili have hini wbîplied in tbe
middle of tlie village tili lie sitîks ioui bis kneies and begs
for nîercy. Ait s'lait sec it; yoxu airoiîg the number 1
Tlîrougb himî %vill I show yoîî aIl îîat >-ou are only miser-

abesrs-dogs tlîat I cin have wvhip)ped tu death if it
p)lteases file ! "

1Gracious mlaster !"I-einricb exclainie<, Il bave corn-
pasiui ; letilme be punislied for uîy father, but spare
liiiii, otily sparc hini ! hi %vas for ie hie interfèred, he
could flot sec file ihl-used, anîd it is for îlîis cause that hue
is 10 suifer !"'

"VYes, for this cause," cried tlie Couint, îuocking hiin.
For îlîis cause, rascal ! And y012, t00, shahl feel nîy

punlishîîueit îiext ! -,

I 1 -fi flot afrnid," replied Hcinricb, vth iiucrcaiiig
excitenieiiî. ', I %vill bear everythliîig cquicthy if onhy ny
faîiler is flot puiishied ! "

"T*Ioniorrow iîî tbe iiiiddle of the village, shahl he
make acquaintaince ivitl the %vliip)"

"lNo ; you dare flot do il ! cried H-eiturich, îîo longer
able to master lus teiiper.

Il H-a, hia 1 1 dare flot do il ! Will yoti prevelit file?
Try it ! Conur, march out of iii> way! '

Tfhe Coumît put spurs to lus horst. Heitîrich did flot
stir froin thc spot. As the horse daslied tipol ii be
seized ils bridle anîd lield it bick.

"lX'ou dare flot have nîy fathier wliipped hi be x-
claiied, anîd lus eyes flaslitd. "oamust bave pity
bie is a marî like vourself "'

Il ack 1 " criedl the Coumît, fuiriousl. Il Let go the
bor-se, rascal ! "

"lNot tili 3-ou have assured tne of iii> fatlîers for-
givetiess! No: before tit 1-not before tit !" rcplicd
l-iciiiriclb, still holdinîg the hîridle tightly iii his band.

The Count's l4eavy riding îvhi1î now carnie down upon
his hiend. He stll furily lild the bridle-iis ou-n and
bis fathîer's faite must be decided.

"Back !" exclaimied the Counit once more.
"Von dare fl ]lave ni> failier heiteîî ! " cricd Heini-

rich, forgettiîg evcrytiîîg, violcntly, thîreatciîingly.
At a cal from the Couxît botb huis dogs ruslicd upiot

Heinrich atnd dragted hifi down. Iii vain did lie tr>- t0
drive off tbe anîîlthey licld huimu firmnly tu the
ground.

WVith a houd, iiiockitîg laugh, the Cout blirang frotu
luis huome.

I will showv you %whuat is in store for your faîher tu-
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