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with the branches outwards, these wero
stripped of leaves and carefully pointed. As
tho whole of tho front was thickly covered
with trces, Monteahin had it cleared for a
distanco of over two hundred yards from tho
intrenchients, so that no cover for the ad

vancing enemy might oxist. Leaving 300
mon in charge of the Fort the French General
marched the remaindor of the troops to the
intronchments whore they were posted thrae
deep; then throwing ofY his coat he ordered
his men not to fire a shot till he should give
the word and calmly awaited the advance of
the British.

The English General had speut the 7thin
reconnoitoring the wurks, this duty was in
trustod to his Chiof Engineer Officer Mp.
Clark and Colonel Stark. From tho con-
flicting testunony givea by all parties engag-
ed, it would appear that no very near ap
proach was attempted and that their exact
nature or construction was not suspected ;
in fact & couple of pieces of tho artillery
which were allowed to lie uselessly on the
rafts at the upper landing would have com-
pelled their evacuation, and they were totally
defonceless on tho flanks. So well assured
was Montealm of this fact that he had pre-
pared boats on Lake Champlain and taken
measures to cover his embarkation in the
ovent of artillery being brousht into action
or i~ flanks being turned. Clark reported
the works to be slight and of no account,
but American writers say that Stark thought
differently and advised Abercrombic of their
strength and that artillery would be neces-
sary ; from this it would appear that ho knew
little more about them than the Engineer
Officer.  As the flanks could be turned ith.
out artillery if there had been a single officer
possessed of the slightest judgment or ex-
periencein the Englisharmy. For illustrat-
ing details the works of American writers on
this war are valuable, but anything connected
with the so called heroes of the Revolution
is magnified beyond all conceptivn and their
narrations are entirely untrustworthy. Tlus
man Stark, afterwards known as the ' %ero of
Bennington,” serving Ins first campaign is
declared capable of giving advice to General
Abercrombie on a subject of which Loth were
eaually ignorant, Ly the Author of the Life
of Sir W. Johnson (W. L. Stone, New York, )
who calls him “ the cool Stark,”" which char-
acteristic he eminently dispiayed on this
occasion, if it ever occurred.  Abercrombise’s
force advanced at 1 o'clock, on the afternoon
of the 8 July, in four columns, without artil-
lery, led by Grenadier companies, who ere
ordered to carry the abbatis and intrench-
ment at the pomnt of the bayonet without
firing; they were rermitted to get withun the
abbatis without opposition, an operation
which destroyed thetr formation while a ter-
rific fire of musketry was opened on them
which laid down whole ranks. The wompany
officers rallied their mea a.d in meze than
one instance reached the breastwor.: to be
shot down in platoons; six times did the
troops return to the charge between 1and 5
o’clock, to be as often driven back, leaving
the front of the abbatis covered with the
dead and dying. A last effort was made at
6 o’clock to restore the fortunes of the day,
the columns again advenced to be again
driven back with useless slaughter. Durin g
the whole of this action AlLcrcrombic remain.
ed at the Saw Mills, two wmiles from the scene
of action, nor does he appear to have had any
representative on the tield or any recognised
leader of the troops: at the last repulse in-
structions weie asked from lnm, but he was,
not to be found having retired to the upper
landing to placo himself out of danger. The
British troops fell back as far as the Saw
Mills, having lostin killed, wounded and

missirg 1,967 men : the loss of tho French
was 387 in killed, wounded and missing
Abercrombio sont an urgent order for tho
troops to fall back to thoe Ianding; which so
disheartoned them that a panic scized on
them in the most unwarrantable manner.
Owing to the precautions taken by Colonel
Bradstreet the troops were re-embarked
without loss—though a large quantity of
material and pre visions wus abandoned—and
Abercrombio did not feel safo till ho had put
Lako Ueorgo between himself and sfontealm
although s troops numbered over 13,000
men. Meantimo the Iatter General employvecd
the night in strengthening lus works, getting
guns iuto position and taking other precau-
tions to secure his troops, nover loubting
he would be attacked in tho morning, but
when several hours had elapsed and nu
enemy appearing he sent out o detachment
who discuvered the flight of the English Ly
the baggage and implements abandoned un
the way. Thus ended tho expedition to
Ticonderoga. Abercrombie intrenched him-
self at Fort William Henry, ordered the ar-
tillery and ammunition to Albany, and nde
disposition to fall back upon New York, but
the arrival of General Amherst with 4,500
men, which he had brought by land from
Boston, restored lhis confidence in some
degree The latter General sailed fium
Louisburg on 30th .August, having undoubt
ed intelligenceof Abercrombie’s defeat, he
did not wait for orders but sailed at once for
Boston, where holanded on 15thSeptr. As 1t

was advisable that a junction of lus Loups

with those of Genera! AbLercrumbie should
be made with as little delay as possille, and
as the navigation of the Hudson River above
New York to Albany was tedious and uncer-
tain Ly sailing vessels, e deternmned to
march at once through the wildeiess Le-
tween Boston and Albany in a nearly direct
line. But when he demanded from the ma

gistrates of Boston guides tu conduct husy

troops, they sent him a doputation to assure
him the design was impracticable there buung
no road through, and it was impossille to
make one, some of them actually made affi-
davits to this astonishing fact. They had to
deal with 2 man of indomitable will and
whose resolution once taken was unalterable,
and who very sooi discovered the anxiety
of the sapient sc st men of the Puntan
City to be that—** if General Ambherst could
ma~ch an army through to the enemy why
the enemy could march anarmy over the
same road to Boston.”” Such reasoning did
not affect Amherst's resolution, he com-
menced his march on the l4th September
and on the 2nd October left the troops under
command of Colonel Buiton 35 mules east of
Albany en route to Lake George, while he
procecded direct to Abercrombie s camp,
which he reached on tho 5th, and found as
secure as the labor of 12,000 men expended
in intrenchments could make it. This ex-
traordinay march was 175 miles in length
and was accomphished by .. furce of upwards
of 4000 men with necessary Laggage and
artillery, the road had to be cut throughout
and the whole movement effected in 15 days.
After placing this force under General Aber-
crombie’s connnand he returned on the Sth
October to Halifax, where he was ordered to
remain.

The concentration of the French forces for
the defence of liconderoga denuded the
Posts un Lake Untario of troops. As soonas
Abercrombic had recovered the effects of
the fright he received in the action of Sth
July, and satisned h.mselt that his personal
safety was nout unpeniled by the hikelibood
of pursuit, ho Legan to listen to the persuas.
ions of those who wished to achieve the honor

of wiping out the disgrace of thot memorable

anl cuvered in fiont by an abbaus of tree
day  Colonel Beadstreet Ly reducing the
flight from Camllion to something hike an
orderly retreat and re-embarkation, had the
gieatest daims on lus gratitude and managed
su well as to Lo wutrusted with o lutco of
2952 men, a small detachuent of Ruyal
artillery, ® cannon and 2 jortars, for an
expedition agamst Fort Cataraqui, or Fron
tenac (now hingston), un the North Shore
of Lake umtario, the prinaipal Lrench l'ort
on that Lake, Leuwmmg Albany on tho 4th
August, Bradstreet's tirst delay was caused
by the destruction of the navigation of Woocl
Creek, aconsequence ot Webb s paltroonery
ut 175y, but the 1esulutivn ot the troups and
his uwn activity and cnergy overcame all
“Uatacles, the Creek was again rendered
navigable to a certam extent by which lus
artllery stutes and baggage were embarked
the trvops matclung by lamd to the Uneida
Lake wnd Tium thenco Ly the Unondaga
River to Oswego on Lake Untario, where thoy
all embarked to cross the Lake to Frontenac.

un the 25th ot August they landed near
the Foie and it surrendered atter a trfling
resistance carly on vhe morning of the 2ith,
the gariison consisting of 110 men and some
Indians yielding themselves prisoners of war.
Hus fort was a quadrangle of atout 2uv feet
o vuch face with basuons at the angles
Invuuting oV pleces ot aruilery and 1o small
nwrtars, it contained 13 peces of tield artil-
lery with an immense quantity of goods and
provistons to be sent to the troops i garrison
ut the Forts un the Atteghany and Uhio, and
Likewise tho stores accumulated tor the sup-
ply of M. do Levis's truops which had Leen
destined for the expedition against the Mo-
hawk valley and Albany : the stores were
Valued by the brench at Suu,uuu livres.
Thete was also captured ¥ vessels mounting
from 9 to 18 guns cach, two of them were
Scut to Uswego, and being richly laden, the
rest were most unwarrantably burnt or
othurwiso destroyed, as was also the Kort,
artillery and stores 1n obedience to General
Abercrumbio’s orders. This was the most
severe bluw dealt the French since the be-
ginning of this contest ; with failing harvests
and & dmnnmislung army they had litherto
faced every casuahity, but the loss of such a
quantity of provisions and stores was irre-
parable to a peuple who were brought to
cunsider two ounces of horse-flesh a damty,
and whose dasly allowance of bread did not
for some saunths exceed four ounces each
man

‘the blunders of Abercrombie enabled
tize'n to prolong the contest for another
year, as the retention of the Fort wonld have
given the English command of Lake Ontarin,
the preservation of the vessels would have
cllectually prevented the French from re-
covering it ; their oply iine of communication
would have been permanently interrupted,
therr commerce ruined and their garrisons
m the west starved oui: the stores and pro-
visions were sufficiently valuable to warrant
an effort being made for their preservation,
but Abercrombie was neithera soldier nor
tieneral, and lus subalterns were every way
worthy of him. This expedition strucka
vital blow at French interests in a very sin-
gular manner, and possibly its full conse-
quences were not apprehended by any of
thoso spacially concerned except Sir Wm.
Johnson and the Marquis de Vaudveuil; it
dissolved the Indian confederacy, wluch in
this warsostrenuously supported the French,
by the destruction of their market, place of
Council and depot of Trade: it was just the
kimmd ot blow to tell on keen sagacious sav-
ages, and 1t facihitated Brigadier General
Forbes s operations agninst du Quesne in
noordwmary degreo.



