The
MISSION FIELD.

Letter from Formosa,

The following extracts from a lotter from Formosn, by Mr.
Gauld will bo interesting and encouraging to the Christions whe
are contributing to and taking an interest in that Mission.

DxaAR M. MioKay.—*f Although China is engaged in war and
foreignors in consequence havo suffered in other parts, we in North
Formosa are unmolested.”

“The Commander-in.chiof of the Forces, a Mohainmedan—is
very friendly towards foreigners. . . Not being able to procure
a suitable house in the Chinese town we lent him Oxford College—
not being in use—and he has shown himself very grateful and
friendly.”

A man’s foes shall be they of his own household.” A short
time ago, at Teug-saug-khoe, a village in North Formosa, a certain
man, a heathen, died and left a widow and four sons, one of whom
is a Christian. According to their custom the heathen members of
tho family feasted, and worshipped the spirit of thedead, and called
on the Christian to join with thém. He declined. His heathen
brothers beat him severely, his mother and wife sanctioning the
harsh treatment. He still remained firm, and all joined inturning
him adrift from the housohold. The property of the deceased was
divided, and the heathen members of the family refused to allow
the Christian to share with them. Against all this treatment he
did not complain, bud his wife went further than merely joining
with the others in turning him out, she determined to marry
another man, and of courss, take her little boy, an only child of
two or three summers, along with her, The heart of the father
could no longer quictly submit. He wrote to Rev. Giam Cheng
Hoa, asking his advice and assistance. On Saturday, §ept. 25th.,
Pastor Giam went to Teug-saug-khoe, First he met tho Christian
member of the family, who told him that he sought no compensa-
tion for the beating he had received, nor for being turned out ; nor
did he ask to share the property left by his father, However, he
could not give up his little child without an effort. His wife
secmed determined to marry another man, This hecould not very
well prevent, as it seemed to him: go, if in accordance with the
law of Christ, he would firat give her a writing of divorcoment.
Still he was not very clear with regard to his duties asa Christian,
therefore, wished to be taught. Mr, Giam told him that first thoy
must very earnestly endeavor to persuade his wife to return to
him ; and if this failed to then consider what further course to
pursue. After this Mr. Giam went to visit the threo brothers in
succession, taking care to leave the worst till the last. His first
thought was not to interfere with the property; but as he pon-
dered on the nature of the situation a little longer, he thought that
it would be proper to reward the unselfish conduct of the Christian,
if possible, by a share of the patrimony, as well as by a renewed
enjoyment of the state of matrimony. He came to brother No. 1,

who thought their Christian brother should not share the patrimony
with them ; but expressed himself as willing to have him do so if
the other brothers were of like mind, and asked Pastor Giam to
interview these others. Brother No. 2 expressed himself in like
manner, and asked the Pastor to sce No. 3. No. 3 was very bitter;
he told Mr, Giam that it was no affair of his. ‘*Oh yes it is,”” was
the auswer, for your brother is also our brother, and we have a
right to help him to obtain justice.” ™o, 3 told him that as their
Christian brother did not honor the spirit of the dead father, he
could not be allowed to share the .father’s estate. *\Whose law
arc you propounding’ was the reply, ‘“the Emperor's or your
own?” But talking would not prevail, so Mr. Giam warned himn
that if bg ZJonday morning he was not prepared, according to the
law of China, to shave the property with his Christian brother, the
caze would be put into the hands of the District Magistrate, Then
he left the man, and sent two small officials to interview him, and
warn him of the Iaw. This they did, and even shut him in prison,
without avail. So on Monday morning, Sept. 17th., all started for
the Kelung Yamen. They had proceeded scarcely a mile when
the man’s courage, rather boastfulness, failed him. He expressed
himselt as now willing to make amends for the past and entreated
them toreturn. Mr. Giam expressed himself as now unwilling to
go back, so they went on about one-third of a milo further. Then
the two other heathen brothers came ranning, and entreated meroy.
At length all returned.  Tho necessary writings were drawn out,
and the property shared among all brothers alike, the Cbristian
included. After this, Mr. Giam went to interview ths Christian’s
wife. At first she would not see him ; but along with her husband
he followed her to the kitchen ; and began to speak first sternly.
He spoke to her of the relative dutics of husband and wife in auch
a way that she was soon melted, and accompanicd them to the
front room, where many heathen had assembled to see and hoar.
Here the talk was continued; and all the heathen present pro.
nonuced what the Christian teacher zaid, to bs excellent dectrine.

%

Presbyterian Review.

-

449

The wifo was provailed on to take the old torn and soiled clothes
hor husband was wearing, to wash and mend ; and to givo him in
roturn clean and whole garments. When Pastor Giam loft, which
ho did that samo day, overythivg scemed in a fair way to & satis.
factory, peaceabloe scttlement.,

I nced not comment on the above incident, WWere there here
no such examples of faithfulnesy, tho preacher of tho Goapel of the

raco of God should still Ferse\'ero in making known tho truth.
Towever the knowledge of such cases coming to us from timo to
timo greatly helps to inorense our happiness in tbe work to which
we have been appointed.

Ono of the early converts, an elder of Siam-Tiam congregation,
has recently died. . From his firat acceptance of the faith of Christ
he proved himself true to his Master; roadf' to endure persecution
and loss, for the Lord's sake. I should like to give you n short
sketch of his Christian life, but shall defer till a future timo.

Wo have ali good health, Mrs. Gauld sends kindest regards.
Very sincerely yours. W. Gavwp,

Letter from Honan,

Extract from lotter from Rev, Murdoch Mackenzie, Hsin Chen,
Honan, China, to Rev. W. J. Dey, of Simcoe, is of public
interest,

¢ About twenty milcs distant from Hsin-Chen there is a village
in which eightcon months ago there was not an individual who
took any intereat in the Gospel. (The name in Romanized Chineso
is Hsias Chai which you may translate Little Fort), In spring of
last year one man in that village heard the Gospel story for tho
first time and brought some Christian books. Returning home he
told what he had heard, and read with others the little book.
Soon afterwards he led some sick persons to our station for medical
‘treatment. ‘There he heard the way of salvation by Christ alone
made known more fully. His interest was awakened and he at
once began to inquire of tho native christians in the meeting, the
meaning of what he was hearing. Step by step he scemed to be
led on, chouﬁh his manner was not such as to impress us favorably.

He led three different bunds of sick people to the doctor for
treatment in the course of a few weoks., Then he stated that he
was anxious to learn the Christinn doctrine, and that severalinbis
native village were desirous of doing the same.

Wae sent our native helper and our first Honanese convert to
visit the village, stay there a few days and then veport on the

-prospect. They came back with n most glowing account of the
opening God was making for the Gospel there. Soon after their
revurn four men came to the station and staid with us a few days,
giving an encouraging measuro of attention to thetruth.

It was a most cheering sight to have two or three men deily
asking questions on the passages they were rending, and evidently
anxious to know the power of the truth in their own hearts.

We helped them as well as we knew how and cherished bright
hopes for their future. On their return home the number of inter-
ested ones began to increase, until, abouta dozen persons were
regarded as inquirers.

Circumstances rendered it unwise for me to visit the village but
our native helper went several times, Then Mr. McGillivray paid
two visits and was drawn to the people from tho first. During
that winter we had the leading member of the little band often in
at our Sabbath morning service in Hsin Chen having walked twenty
miles to be present.

In April Mr. McGillivray and I went thero to find out how
many really desired to have their names recorded as inquirers. We
took them in one by one and questioned them carefully as to their
knowledge and understanding of the Gospels; their attitude
towards idolatry, performance of religious duties, their beliof in
and feclings towards the Liord Jesus Cii)rist, their motives in scek-
ing to enter the Christian Church and many other important
topics. The answers given were highly encouraging and mado us
quite hopeful.

Next day was a busy and happy Sabbath, one of the best in
China. As God would have it, we doubt not, their reading in
course was from Matthew, tenth chapter, the first half of it. That

rave an opportunity of putting before them the kind uf life which

hrist called His followers to take up. It was most interesting
watching them as the meaning of onc verse after another was
brought out, largely by question and answer. Then we gan
hymns, prayed, conversed freely over what we had heard and ha
a day of delightful Christian fellowship.

Mondny was a most refreshing and encouraging day alse. Eleven
persons in all had their names recorded. These were all males
and wo may hopo to sce the wives of somo of them come forward
soon on the Saviour’s side with their husbands. On Monday night
we had a =eason of prayer when nine Chinese and two forcignors
took part. Tho friends in that village were then in the habit of
meeting together for prayer and reading of the Scriptures twico
daily and threo times on the Sabbath day.

In most cases they endeavor to hold worship in their own homes.
Eight out of the cleven had commenced to learn the Chincese char-
acters since their interest in Christianity was awakencd. The
cldest member of the group was about sixty years of age and the

soungest sixteen. Ourhearts wero strongly drawn to the little
nd and it is our prayer that cach onemay bo an earnest Christian
and a true witness for Christ.

Their foture is known to God alonc. For what He has given
us to sce we thank Him and take cournge. Pray that cach momber
of that little company may havo grace given them to persevere in
the way of life, and that the truth may from that centre spread
abroad to mavy other villages.”




