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MfISSION FIELA~
Letter from Formosa.

The follawing extr<ecta tram a latter train Formosa, by Mr.
Gauld wiii ba interestiag ana encanragimig ta the Christ iane Who
are contributing ta and laking ait interest in that Mission.

DE4Ut iit. M.tOKÀy. -1 Aithaugli China is engagea in war and
faroiguars iu consequence have snffored in aLlier parts, wa in Northt
Formosa are unmoleated.'"

"The Cemmauder-iu.chief et the Farces, a Mahaxamodan-isi
very trioudly tawards faroiguors. . . Net being able la procure
a suitablo hanse in the Chinezo tawn wa lent hint Oxford College-
net boing in uso-and ha lias shawn himinolf very gratefîti and
friendly."

"«A man's ts shall ba they cf his own hauisold."1 A short
lime aga, at Taug-saug.khoo, a village in North Formosa, a certain
man, a beathen, diod and lof t a widow and four sous, one of whom,
is a Chtristian. Acording ta their custoin the heathen meîio;rs of
the famiy feasted, and waralhipped the spirit of the dead, and cailed
au the Christian ta join with thtèm. Ho deeiined. Rlis beathen
brothors beat him sovereiy, bis mather and wvite sanctianing lie
harahitreatmeut. Ife still remaincd firmn, and aIl joined iuturning
hum adritt frein the bousabald. The propcr.v ot the deceased was
dîvided, and the beathen members of the family rctuaed ta ailowv
the Christian ta share wilh hein. Againet ail tItis treatutent lie
did not camplain, bud bis wvife wenl turîher titan nierely jaining
with tho ethers in tnrning humi ont, she determiaed ta marry
another ma, and of course, laka bier lithoe boy, an only clîild ot
twa or thre aummers, along wvitb bier. The lteart et tae fatmer
canld ne langer quietly submit. Ho wrota ta Roy. Giam Cheng
Hoa, asking bis advie and assistance. On Satnrday, Sept. 25th.,
Pastar Giam wcut ta Teug-saug-khao. Firat lie mat the Christian
member of the tamily, wvbo told hum that lie sought na compextea.
tion for the beating ho had rceived, nar for beiug turned ont; nolir
dia ha ack ta ehara the praporty lotft by bis faîher. However, ho
caula nlot giva up biis 11111e chuld %vithonl an effort. Èie wite
iseemed delormined ta, marry anether man. This ha could nat very
il prevent, as il seemed ta him: se, if in accardauco witît tho

law ot Christ, ho weuid firat give bier a writing ot divorcomnt.
Stiil ho was net veory clear with regard tu, bis dulies as a Christian,
therefare, wiahud ta bo taugbt. Mr. Giain tald him tbat firat lty
muet very earnestly andeavor ta, persuade bis wîfo La, ratura ta
hum ; and if Ibis tailedl te thon causidor what furtber course ta
pursue. Atter Ibis Mr. Giam weut ta vieit the Ibrea broîhers ia
successian, takiag care te, louve lie worst 1111 the lust. Rie firat
tbought was nat ta intertere with the preparty; but as ho panl.
dered ou the nature of the situation a 11111e langer, lite thougit Liat
it wonld bo proper te, reward tbe unselfisi canduet ot the Christian,
if possible, by a share of the patrimany, as well as by a renewed
enjayment et the saae ef matrimony. He cama to brother No. 1,
vto lhonght their Christian brothershould notaltaraîbe patrinmy
vili them ; but expresscd biniseif as wihliig te ]lave Itim do se if
tho othor brohhers were o! liko mind, and aakcd Pastar Giama ta,
interview Ibese athera. Brother No. 2 expressed bimsoif in like
nianner, and asked tho Pastar ta sco No. 3. No. 3 was very bitter;
bc toaaMr. Giani liat il was na affair af his. "'Oh yes iL ia," Nvas
the anaver, far your brother is ac our brother, and wvo have a
riglit ta heip hum ta abtaiu justice. "o. 3 tld hlm Ibat as their
Christian brother did net hanar lia sprit et ltae dead tather, ho
couid nal bo allawed ta shara the .tatber's estate. «IWmase law
arayon propouading" was the reply, "Ithe Emperor's or vour
own ?" But lalking wouid not prevail, se Mr. Giain warnied bita
tuat if by -onday moringbho was not preparcd, according ta lire
law of China, ta, share the proporty with bis Christian bratîter, the
case wauld be put int the handa ofthe District Magistrale. Then
ho loft lie man, and sent tva smuil officiais la interview bim, and
warn hit of the iaw. This they did, and aven shul huma iu prison,
without avail. Sa on Monday morniug, Sept. 171b., ail started for
the Keumg Yamou. They bad proceeded scareiy a mile wheu
the mnansa courage, rather baaatfulness, tailed bum. Ile expreased
hirnself as now willixtg to, make amends for the pu.t and cntreated
temi ta relurn. Mr. Giain expressed iimself as nov unvilling tu
go back, sa, they went on about one.lbird o! a. mile further. Thon
the twa otior beathen broîhors came rtinnin&, and entreatedl moroy.
At leagth ail returned. The neceaaary writtugs wcro drawu Ont,
and lhe properly aharea aniang ail brahhers alike, tha Christian
iacluded. Atter tbis, Mr. Giani went ta interview the Christian's
wite. At firet elle would nal sc hum ; but &long with lier huaband
bc tollowed ber to the kitchon ; anid began La speak firat stcrnly.
Ho spoke ta bcr of tho relative duticu o! husband aud wile in sncb
a way that sic was sean moltod, anid accompanied Ihei *to the
front room, wiere ms.ny heathen imad assembled toa ece and becar.
Here the talk wa. coatiaued; anid aIl lbe he&theu present, pro.
nouuced what tic Chrietian leacher said, ta bs excellent doctrine.

Tho wifo was prevalied on tu tako the oid torii and soiled elothes
lier liusband was wearing, to wvaas and moud; aud to giva hiim in
raturn clean and %vliolo garmrents. 1W'hen Pastor Glati loft, which
ho did that saine day, overythivIg seed ini a fair way ta a satis-
faotory, peaceable eettlemoent.

I nced not comment on the aboya incident. Wore thcro hors
no sncb oxampies of faitlifulne6s, the preacher of tho Gospeli of the
grace of God sitould stili ersevero ini niaing knaown thea truth.
Ilowever tirhowldg of sueli cases comitig to uis from niem to,
Uie greatly lpa ta inocase our happines ti tho work tu which
wo have be appointcd.

Crio of tho carly couverts, n eider of Siaîa.Tiamn congregatian,
has recently died. From his firet accoptanco of the faiLli of Christ
hie proved himef truc to hie Master; raady ta endure persecuitian
and las8, for tho Lord's salie. 1 ehould liko to giv'a you a shiort
sketch of bis Christian life, but shall defer tll a future tima.

Wa hava ai good hecaith. M&rs. Gauld sonde kindeet regards.
Very sincarely yours. W. GAULD.

Letter froin Honan.
Extract from latter fron Itov. Murdoch Mackenzie, Hain Choir,

Honan, China, ta, Rav. W. J. Dey, of Sinicoo, ia of publia
intereet.
"About twenty miles distant froin Hsia.Clien thora is a village

inu-vlwhic ightcan monthea go thora wvas nlot an individual ivlia
took any intereat ia tha Gospel. (Thoe naie in Romanized Ci:aesi
in Hsuas Chai which yen may translate Little Fort). In spring af
last year oria ma ii that village heard tiro Gospel story for tho
first Unie and brought saine Cliristian books. Raturning home ho
told what ho badl Ileard, anid road wvith others the littla book.
Soon afterwards lia led somo sick persoa ta aur station for medicai
treatinent. Thora lio liard Vho way of salvation by Christ ailono
nmada kîîowa more fuily. Blis ittreet wvas awakened aud lio at
once begaii tu inquire ef Vite native chrisLians in the meceting, the
meaning of what lio wai bcaring. Step by stop lio aened La be
led on, thougli hie manner ý%vas nat seoir as tu impress uis favorably.

Ho led thirco différent, banda of sick people te, tho doctor fer
Lreatmrent in the course of a few,%vece. Ti. n hoe stated that hoe
wvas anxious ta learai tha Christian doctrine, aud thatsoveral inhbis
native village were desirous of doitig thac saine.

WVo sent our naxtive hielper and aur first Honanese convert tu
visit tho village, stay thora a foNv days and tlhen report on the

ýprospect. Tbey carne back with a mont glowing accouint o! the
openitg God ivas making fer te Gospel thora. Soon atter their
rezurn four men came ta tho station and staid with us a fewv days,
giving an encouraging measure et attention ta the trnth.

It was a mnt cheering sighit ta hava twa or tbreo men daiiy
asking questions on lte passages they wero reading, and cvidently
auxious ta, know Lthe poiver et theo truth in thoîr own bearts.

WVe baiped lîem as well as ivo knew bow and charisbied bright
Itopes for their future. On their return homo the number of inter-
ested anas began ta, increase, uutil, about a dozen persoa were
regarded as irquirers.

Circurnatances rendared iL unwise for mue tu viait the village but
aur native halper wcnt several limes. Thoen M\r. McGeriilivray paid
lwa visite and wvas draven ta the people from the firat. During
Ihat winter we bad tho leadling member of the littie baud often iu
at aur Sabbath moruing service in Hain Chou bhavîng %valked lwcnty
miles ta ba proserit.

In April Mr. 'McGiliivray aud I -%ent thora ta fmrd eut bow
many rcally desired ta have thieir namnes recorded as inquirers. WVe
took thani in erie by ana ana qucstioned theun carefuily as ta their
knowledge and undorstanding et tho Gospels; thecir attitude
lawards idolatry, performance ef religions duties, their belie! in
and feelings tawards the Lard Jeaus Christ, their motives in seek-

ing a eterthoChrstin Chrchandmau oter mpotant
tapis. ho nswrs gvenwer hihiyencoragng nd iad us

gIv nC oppor Init a ntn beorep tn mh o nt ifee which

watching thern ait the meaning a! ana verse after another %vas
brougbt out, largely by question and answcr. Then %va eaing
hymne, prayed, converscd freiy aver wliat ive bail hoard and hadi
a day of dclightfui Christian felloaship.

Miouday %was a mant rcfresbing and encouragil)g day aIea. Eleven
persacns in ali had their naines -rccordcd. Thiese were aIl males
aud monay hope ta sea the wvives cf soima cf thern came farwvard
acon on tho Saviotr's side witb Iheir husbande. On Manday night
wa had a seasan cf prayor when nine Chinese and two farcigners
took part. The frieuda in tbat villeage were then in the habit af
meeting tagethor for prayer and read iig cf the Seriptnres twica
daily and threa limes on the Sabbathi day.

ln mont cases thoy endeavor ta, boldworsbip in their ewn hoes.
Eight eut cf the doyven had comimoeed ta learn tire Chinceo char-
acters since their interet in Christianity waa awakeuod. The
eldest member of tha group was about sixty ycars cf aga and tbc

Cyoungest sixteen. Our bearts were strangly draivn ta the littia
bad and it is aur prayer that cach oeemay ba an earacaL Christian

and a truc wilnese for Christ.
Their future ie kaown ta Gad alone. For %vhat He bas given

us ta sec we thank Him ancl taka courage. Pray that ecd manibcr
of tbat littho Companmy rnay have grace given thein ta persevere in
the wayc 1 ie, and that the t.ruth may tram, Ihat centre spreadl
abraad ta cany ather Tillages."
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