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Advice to Vacant Congregations.
\Ult conaemparary, tha Coîigrcgatianalist, givos sanie(Jplain advico ta pastorless eliurches. Amolli, the

Chrea avils which usually Clîrcatons Chosem clîurchoe ara, a
spirit of criticisin, division and spiritual dearffh, ta avaid
îvhich ie tire furnielied witm excellant advice. Thera
iust Le a gaod supply comauittec, wliose tiret duty slîould
be ta secura saine acceptabla preacher, not a possible can-
ditlato, ta bupply the pulpit regularly until a -pastor sai
ba secured, the uîîderstamîdiag Leing Clint lie will stop asido
for a Salibatt or twa wiîenovor tha cammittee shinîl wislî ta
preseat a candidate. If possible let Cuis saine eupply be
presoîît mît tuo îveakly prayer meeting and hold himself
ready ta do aiii aeeded paostoral work It niay nat be Lest
for huit tu live on Cthe ground, still lie shauld bc within easy
call. Such supplies are noC liard ta flnd-mon ai ability
anid wisdau, wha will kcap the church te at tost its usual
activitces, and sa far s~ave it front division and spiritual
dearti. Ilaving Chus placed Chia Churcli la a sale position
lot Cthe conimittea Legin its searcli for a pastor Out ai thue
twa or tiirea score applicatory and recammondatory lettors
wlîich will speedily be raccived lot it La raiemeared that,
as a rule, iîiaters îvhic write applications for theaolves
ta clîurclî clorke 'vite ara strangers are Chose whose monits
otiior cliîrelîes, and somotimes many otiiore, hava already
failed ta appreciato.

A f,îitliful etinvails ai the candidates upon thîe lit will
probably reduco thie number ta mît niost thirco or four.
Now let thie coranînitteo guaid ivîl Chue unity ai thia chiurch
by nover placiag but ana candidate at a tuae bafore it for
coîîeideration. As a rule, Ctha atteinpt ta clîoose Letwemî
twa means, in thia end, two parties ln the cangregation, for
sanle, Ilwili liate the ana and lova thie otlier,"o white ochers

.will Imahi ta Chie ane and despiso the othmer." Ta avoid
titis ov)i )-A thico nuittee flrst Le unanlînous as ta Chiecandi.
data te Le proucntcd, for a divided comaîitteo iniparils tha
future unity ai tie chiurch. Thon lot it nît once recoin-
nmondth tuai oafa its chiaice ta Via favourablo action ai te
cliurzl, statiag cloarly and comucisohy Che roasan. Happy
the cliurch winil lias confidence eaaugh in its supply coin-
initteo ta adopt unanimously Chair unaniniaus repart!1
But wliere Chie confidence does nat .exist anîd thea deniocratia
spirit duel, insead ai reporting te tha cliureh lot thie zoni-
nîittc arrange for Che candidate Ca coa Lefore Chie congre

gatd'n, giving hinm at Ieist twa consecutivo &îhtbittlis, thre~o
if passible, thexi, if the gtînorai soton iit ïun,; tola %varr,.nt
ftirther aiction, let a meenting of tia cllurclh bc called ta nct
in relatioi) ta Chie particular candidate, %vitlî dia elear

unclerstanding Clint the action %vill ba final as far as lue
casa is concerned. 0f courso, beoro action is talcon tho
canimuittea wvill report fully tho rosuits of its investigation
af Che uit, sa Chat tho churchl cii aoc initolUgaîitly regaîrd-
ing Iiim. -If thil clurch extands a cal), %voit and goad ; if
itý deeline lot tie ceîiînîttue, ini duo tinta, and in tho saine
inanner as bofora, prescrit the scoand anu of its unanimous
choice, anîd Chus an until tho desired aîid is rcachcd,
nover pcrmitting ana candidatea ta camae inta campotitian
witlî ana tior.

Ta tii ia added-A pastarlase churelà c-in il] affard ta
be a pray-ýrIoss ana. Tha fathors wvare wise as watt as de.
vaut wlien they abs.?rved a dity af solenin fasting and pray.
or as tha first nîtep taward securing a pastor, anîd %va af ta
day cauld do vastly worso tlîan ta fallaw tthoir exaniple.

The Opium Commission.

T IIE Rayal Commission appointed ta enquira into the
Iopium trade botwccn India and China lias got ta

wvork. The first witness was an important man, Sir Jasephi
Pense i'.P , president of the Society for the Suppression
of the Opium Trado. Tie evidence hie gava wvas strangly
in favour of tha suppression af the traffe and made a deep
impression. He coîîsidered tha Crado immoral because it ig
carried an ta the detrimeat of the humant race. It was a
curiaus fact that> witlh rare exceptions, opium had neyer

hbeen cultivated in Iiîdia for medical purposes. Our sîipply
of maedical opium came frani Persia and Turkey. Indian
opium,, in fact, was simply growvn for purposes of dobauch
ery. The revenue had gone down in cleyen years by Clîree
millions of tons of rupees, go Chat the Ga% ernaient liad ta
do without Chat suni. Hea had liad constaatly placed before
bla in his capaoity of Presideat of the Ainti Opium Society
communications froin ail parts of the East, nearly ail
strongtliening the view lie had talian. The question hall
two eîîtirely different sides, tho international consumptian
and tha expert ta Clina. The expert was fur thîe most ira-
pgrtatit. lle could se no way of atopping tie ovil except
the total prohibition af tha cultiation of thie poppy, except
for medicinal purpases.

Our Young Men.

0 NE f the most important, as it is na of tho Most
difficuit, praUcans the Church bas ta face, is Clint af

hîow ta keep aur young Mon. Thmaughtful pastors are muca
exercised over the question, but, s0 fur, experience bas nat
pointed out a distinct line af action for thîe Ohurch as a
whlîal. It must be, adnîited Chat ta soae xteîît santi of
the best efforts af tarniest pastors and preachors bave failed
la interesting tho yaung. men in tho work of the Churcli, as
tlîoy have Leen intected by ana or twa sistor deni.mina-
Cdons. lias the Sabbath schoal failed V.- sead recruits in
sufficient numbers ta Chea Bible clnes and Chie youîîg peoplo's
socicties 7 Or Pre the Church services found ta hie unin-
teresting 1 Tiiese questions are being asked, and na
answer is farthcong. Yot it je fnot ta Le supposed Chat
ne saluîtion af tho difficulty je avaihablo. Tha ane great
cure for indiffiereaco ta Church wark, an the part ofaimm
bers and ai tha yaung, ie ta inetil iate îtheir hicartsa ncor.
suung love for saut&. *Whien the lave af Christ iconetrainis
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