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clean 'i l-Io% sliall lie ebtain inspiration aîid
strengtil '-r his own eeiîflict witlî sin, if it be not
at the voûry feuntains te, wlîich lie leads his
people? They drink of the saine living stream,
the ever blessoci truthi of Goid. The Bible nmust bo
to hini inspiration andl strenigth, just as it is to
bis people. It îulust be the bread of his life, of
whJich lie hiirnself must fir.st partake. The winis-

toi- can ne miore live a Christian life witlîout coin-
niunien 'vitl Ged in prayor, and in the iiieditatieîî
of Ilis truth, tlîan cari tire weakest, the hurriiblest,
theo iiost ignorant disciple in ail his hlock.

Whnt thon is tlie Bible te, the minister? It is
his life. Hecre hie wvHl find ceinifrt iii lus sorrow.
and cenipanionslip-divinest cemipaienslip-in
the heurs of bis loneliness. Ilere hoe vili gatuior
woapens for iris owîî spiritual warfare ; sharp, keen,
and victorieus ; liere lio %vili inti lîliest inspira-
tien te service, wiien perhaps lus hîands are wveary,
and bis heart grews faint. In a wverd, he ivili
meet his Lord and Saviour boere, and iii us fol-
loîvship find liglît and life.

And as a servant of tIre Lord Jesus Christ, ce-
operating witlr Iiis 3Nl-;stcr iii the world's salvation,
lie wvill find the Biblt. te ho

IIIE GR1EAT INSTRIUMENT IN luIS 141FE-WORK.

If lie wveuld indeed hoe a successful felloecr ef the
Apesties of Christ, lie trust, like thoni, be ea-
pbiatically a "lminister ef the ivord." Hoe must
sow in the field ef buuîanity the true seed of the
kinigdorî, wbich is the -"Word of God." It is te
this lie is called ; and the obligation is laid upen
Iirri, as it wvas upon Tirnethy, te Ilpreach the
Word."

And it is by ineans of the preacbing of this
Word, that ho is te, be successful in saving the
world, Ilby thre foolistiness ef preacliing," as the
Apostle Paul says, that it is by the preacbing of
that gospel whichi seenied se foolisb, because of
its apparent inadequacy te accomplishi the migbty
task iunpesed upon it. It is net, te o werdered at
tlip&t the supercilieus Gr'e-, and prend Romîan,
m>ok-ed upe» the attcrirpt te couvert tire world te
the faitir of a crucified Jew, tlîrough the preacbing
of a handful ef obscureand, fer the rnost part,
uneducated provincialists, as utterly foolish aud
vain. And yet sucb was the sublime faith, yea
the Divine prescience of Jesus, tbat Hoe sent flis
foilowers forth te cenquer tho prejudices and pas-
sions ef a weorld, by simply prerrching His gospel
te every croature.

Thero are mon to-day, even in Christian
churcires, 1 amn sorry te say, rvlre scen te hiave lest
their faitlî in the power ef' the simple gospel te
win the affections and conquer the pride ef uren.
There is a clamer fer saine noir' tluing, some uew
situai, some st.artling sensationalisrn, some eccen-
tricity (f l*Pliief, or niannerisîi in tIre pulpit ; a7ly-I

thing te give a little spico nnd 1laver te a, gospel
otlor-wise ton insipid foi- thîe palied anrd jadoed taste
of this fast anîd full-fed lige.

Tliaik (led, we are net one ef these ; woe stili
bolier-e thiat the gospel, anid rotluing but the gos-
pel, is the power of (lod unto salvation. Tlrat if
Jesus be orily tr-uly lifted up, Ile ivili di-aw ail
mon unut 1Jiînsce f. I)t-peurd upon it, ie iil be
the iiîest effective iirrister of Chîrist, wvire best
brings Christ irito living contact îvitl mcei.

The preac-ler is net caliod of (led te bo a lecturer
on social or- political cceneiny. Others, it inay lie,
can do that botter than lie ; or, at any rate, lie
niay find sone otiier plartfori-n than. tic pulpit froin
wiili te discourso on tieso thiioies. lie is net
called of God te ventilate iris own pecuilias theories
and speculatiens iii tue realin of ruerais and re-
ligion. ie is called te cîclir-er a deliiîite message,
and that -%vitb tlîe greatest urgoncy, because tire
timie is sbort and moen are dyiî.g fast.

1l read, seine tiirne ago, an analysis, by an emi-
rient leader- of Chr-istian tîrouglit, ef tIre prcaching
of eue ef tIre greatest pulpit-oi-ators ef tis age;
a mian whoise iiiid wvas, perhalps, niorIe fruitful in
moral ideas, than tlîat of any etirer mnan, on this
sidt of the Atlantic. In tlîat analysis, thiree stops
in the dovelepunont of tihe pu-eachieî's urrtlods were
ernplasized-(I quoto frein uncrriory, after the
lapse ef two or three years):

In bis carlies years, it 'vas said, the preacher
prociainiecl the general tu-utis eof Chrristian doc-
trine and experience, as tlrey camie up, eue by eue,
hefere bis mnd. Thon ho preceeded te systenia-
tizo tliese doctrines and exporionces, and te, fornu-

late ~ ~ .tennloial erder. Lastiy, lay"uig aside
ail systeins, lit becan-ie ait explorer in ie-w aud un-
troddlen paths. The critic lield th-at the last
developurient ef the preaclir's iiiid and rnethod
%vas tire rnost fsuitful et ail. And, perhaps,
in sonne respects, the csitic 'vas right ; but, iii
other respects, aud theso the most important, the
last period ivas tire least satisfactery.

Brethren, I do net conceive tire office of the
preaciier te bce tîmat ef an expioer-r. I inean, tlîat
ho is net called ef God te lead the îvay ijute un-
treddlen realiîrs of speculation, or te offer, fer men's
salvation, an untried reinedy. If Christ had not
coure ; if Hie liad net spoken;- if 111e had net gIven
a clear and definite message te Hlis disciples ; thon,
indeed, we unighit have licou conîpelied te groe iii
the darkness for ourseives. But. since God lias
spoken, it is for tire proachrer te hear tIre ivord at,
God's nieutîr, aud doclare it te tire people. Since
Crist bias corne, it la for the preacher te ho siinply
Ris iierald ; te go forth into, tire rorld and preach
Ris gospel, a gospel, which, thiank God, lias been
fully tried by the centurios, and nover found want-
iug yet. And if lire des that, bis preaelming wvili
nover lose its swoetness and power, se long as sin


