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CLERTICAL PRECEDENCE.
It 8eîns after ail thet we bhave not quito got rid of Cburch establishment#

in Canada, Provincial sttdtes to the contrsry notwithstanding. W. bad
supposed that the Act of Parliament secularizing the Clergy Reserves, snd
declaring it to be desirable that ail semblance of cennection between Church
end State should cease, Lad placed ait religious denomtinatios ini the Province
upQfl the sanie footing in the eye of the inw. But, however we in Canada
bave rcgarded the niatter, the recent edict of the Colonial Secretary with
respect to the titlis and social precedence of our State officieis. shows that
the British govornmetnt, or perhaps we should rather Bey, Mfr. Disraeli"&
governrnent, dues flot so regard it. Either they bave aitogether forgotten the
entictnient ref'crrcd'to, or they bave quietly ignored it as a political myth got
up to pucify Ildisseoters," but now se loug out of date au to b. only a dead
lctter. lleccklrth ail loyal subjects are te recognise IlArchbishops and
Ilishops according to seniority," as entitied, upon ail state occasions, tu the
eeventb rank aniting our public functionaries, and neit aller the local gevern-
ors of the sevcrul Provinces. No titi. is assigned thein s in the case of the.
other officitîls, but <if course with this official recognition of their dignity no
One will think of addressing, them in leua coinpliinentary termes thau Ilmy
Lord Bishbep."

We should have tbought that the government of a mighty Empire like
that of Grcat liritain, on the eve of a great politicai content, and with their
hande full of the weightiest constitutional and eccàesiastical questions that
cOuld engage their attention, wouid have sometbing of more importance te do
than invent tities, and furnisb programmes of precedence for their Colonial
officiais. But apart fromn that, what, w. may ask, in the language of a
cotemporary,-

- Vhat have such persona te do in a liet of state offieiais?1 Where there is an
Establisbed Church, tiiere may be thie shadow of a reuan for its mainisters, as
State %tipendiaries and Governmezit functionaries taking rank, according to
certain rultes, witlî those who are in -the smre service as themeelves, and having,
accordingly, a set p lace in Stut.. ceremonials and officiai entertaininents. But
where, as in Canada, the different Churches havs no connection whatever with
the State, where the very word IlDisseater"' je an absurdicy, and where all classes
of religious teachers are, as far &a tbe civil authorities are ooaceraed, exactly on
the saine level, itnything like these State officiais giving the ministera of Chio
Oburch, or that, social precedence, and reeogaizing thein as oocup>ying a certain
-peeition in Court ceremoniai, itud possessing certain rigbts and piariiegea among
their fellowcitizens, is travelling entirely out of their epheres, and meddling with
Cinatters which in no degree belong to thein.

IlAn Archbishop or Bishop of any Obristian Church on the face of the earth
i, beyond the limita of that particular (Jhurch, simply a Minuater of the. Gospel,
aiciher more nor lese honorable than any other snch funotionary in any other
Church exacept whatmsay arise frein personal qualifications and oharacter. Som@
persona may agree te cali hum BishWrp, others Àrchbidiop, or auything else which
pleume mhei. With their tete ini the matt.r of naines, the général community
bas nothing te do, but when these naînes are take a giviag a dlaim, te legal
pre-eniinence, it in quite a différent cEfair.

Illu the case before us, of aIl the religions officiais in the Dominion, Arch-
bishope and Biebopo are singled ont as r.oognimed' by the State. We supp1osé
this in te let us understaad that thé bigheet officiaIs in the Roaish aMd .Angliea
(Xiurches are, by State sanction, put in a position of auperiority to a&l the rest.
W. suppose this, though tbere are, as a matter of faot other biabope beeldes
those of the. two Churohes mentioned. There are at lecet ia "hi oountry tw@


