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HKATHENISM.% IN NOVA SCOTIA.

Dou't be alarmed, gentie reafler, at the rather starriing titie of' tlis articlc.
Hleathenismi docs not nesainîean the cannibalisîn of the South Sea ILAand-
ers, or the dle,-radation of the Newv Hllladers. 'rhere are various ty-pes, of
heathenism, ini the -'vorid, anti thaýt,%vh)icli we find in Nova -->oti-1 a!ssumes the
shape of carelessness regarding religious mnatters, absence froi#, the house of
G"], profane blasphcmvtof lslo' auc.and the various phases of' eorrtipt-
in(r vice atnd degrading Sin whieli weo niav sec alincost, every day that nte open
our eycs. Thiert, are varions causes for this state of' aliEitr. aînd to two of' tlws.'
1 invite your kind attention while reading the following lines.

First, and ve>roin, is the nleglect ot'lparents ini training up theïr chil-
tlren in right prmnciples at hontealinost -oiiiplete absence of religion ftom
fireside cirele.4, even when the heads of' the t'amily are proléssing Christianis. By-
this 1 don't uuean to sa), that there is no fanuily prayer O)f 'course there is the
forin soflwties, though far too seidom, gone tlurou-h, ot' reading, praying, and
oceasionally singing ;-i say the forin, because it is in neariy iuine cases out of
ten, even wlîei t ducs take place, a forni ami, notlug more. There is the long
dry prayer,-a terrible we.irunesýs of' the flesh to the )oung people. No wonder
tbey get out of patience waiting for the end of a sernion to God. But tiiere is
seldoun a word, until next -prayer-tiie, about the sub ject of' personal religion;
and too often wluen there is, it coînes in the ibrnii of a lecture for some
peccadillo, froin a lecturer ivho, in his unchristiau anger, tbrgets that he was
once young uinself There is no attenîpt to iake religion an attraction to the
youtl;ful meunibcrs of the hionse, but, on the eontrarji, it is far too often mnade a
burden and a task. As a consequence, they submit to thie affliction so long as,
it can't be avoided, and not .one moment longer. Whien the y-oung tue go
into the stranger's land, they keep far as possible away, froun that w b uch they
neyer could enjoy at home. They carefulv avoid the bouse of' God, and soon
fail back into that senîi-barbarisni which is the sure resuit of continued
absence froni the gospel's refining, and elevating po)wcr. The reniedy for this
portion otf the evii is a very simple one '-ndcavour to mnake religious exercises
attractive as well ils instructive ; at the very worst, let them have thc negrative
virtue of îîot being repuisive, and let not persouiai religion be a banished
subject fromn the conýversation of the drawing-rooui or firesude circle. Fathe, s'
and mothers of the prcsent g1encration seem not to counprehcind their responsi-
bilities in the traininîg of thc children whoni God gives into their charge. They,
appear to think thuat their whuole duty, is done when they flurnisu them with fo
to eat and raiunent to put on, while the inuortal spirit-the sou. that neyer
dies-is lcft to develope itself as best it niay-to expauud amid the companion-
ship of persons whose moral and religious principles snay be ail right, but also
rnay not, for aught the parents seun to care. Now ail this is wrong. There is
a sacred responsibility upon parents to train up their children in the way thcy
should go--to look aftcr them, careful'. %,praycerfully te present their case before
thec Throne of Grace, and earnestly zin' k indly to tell the littie ones that sweet
old story of' Jesus and Ilis dying, ( ver-living, love. Il' there were more of'
this kind of dealing, there woulil be h'e.ss practucal lueatheniini in the world. Il'
chiîdren were thus taught to love religion in their homnes, tliere would be far
fewer wandcring ones found ending their lives in the pcoitentiary an<l upon thc
gallows. Ilonie influence has a înigluty power for evil 'r for good, and parents
c-annot-darc not--if they understaiA< their truc po-ýition, shift their responsi-
bility off tlîeir own shoulders and lut it upon the teacher of the common or
Sabbathuschool, or even upon the iii utQr ol* God. Father ! unother! (-Yod will


