
crushing the ore, and chioriniation works èlr extracting by chetiicat pro.
cess thc fincly disseminated ore. 'l'hie fumes (romi the chiorination
w'orks have killed the surrounding forest over a large area.

T'he annual output froin this mine is abotut $Soo,ooo, of which a
littie over hiaif is profit.

On several mines back of Juneau, in the Silver I3ow Basin, several
hundred thousand dollars have been expended in extensive hydraulic
mnining, but so far the net resuits have îlot been very remiunerative. Pros-
pectors' lioles, and sinaîl tunnels. arc quite ilmierous along the coast.
Each in turui had its dyof sh owing the " best indications -and then
dropped out of sight.

,Mining, or rather prospecting, is undoubtiy an alluring vocation.
'lhle prospector lives and starves on hope, striking it richi somie day .yet,
liow ver), smnall is the 1 robability, of his success and hiow~ great the sacrifice
hie makes.

'l'li discovery, of' richi gold and silver mines or diggings is not an
unmiixed good. 'lle value of these minerai fmnds, althoughi scometimies
very rich, is generally ephemeral. Th'le resuit is an abnormial l)rosperity
of one or more towns or cities whose lîirth, is due to the goid or silver
discovery. Railroads are built, business, l)ustle and activity are rampant
ini the miining region. After a fev short years, the scene changes, mines or
diggings are exhausted, there is a stamipede out of the district almiost as
vehiement as there wvas into it. Real estate, houses, blocks, everything imi-
miovable becomies unsaleable. MNanyoftdielpeop)leofthieiing iiýregion have
been ruined throughi its shortlived I)rosperity. A glaring examl)le of
these conditions is the state of Nevada, wvhich somne years ago was struck
by a richi minerai w~ave, on the crest of whïch Nevada was enabled to
ride into f ull sisterhood in the Union. 'lo-day it lies l)rostrate, and her
whole population, spread over an area of i io,ooo square miles, is less
than that of the city of Ottawa. In the saine relation 1 miight mention
the Fraser River and Cariboo gold diggings in the sixties. Where are
to-day the signs of prosperity of diose golden footsteps of years gone by ?
W~hat I wishi to impress is, that a country that is sotety or mainty
dependent on gold or silver production is a factor in unstable equili-
briurn. Gold and silver mining is not conducive to the permanent


