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In Manitoba-and it is of that Province 1 write more par-
ticularly-this ployer reaches us from the south, on an average,
about the first or second of May. It cornes up in a leisurely
manner, often pausing to utter its quaint song, by which means
and its oft-uttered eall note, its arrivai is easily' detected and
its departure southward recorded by the same means, minus the
song.

To begin with then, sandpipers roam the prairies in pairs,
picking up most of the moft-bodied animal creation that is un-
fortunate enough to attract their attention. Grasshoppers, how-
ever, unquestionably forni the chief article of diet at that time,
as there is no mistaking the rapid runs, first one way and then
another. They resemble a hurnan being trving to catch a frog,
and such actions can onlv be caused by an inseet that hops.
In june. these birds begin to serioualy consider the rearîng of
a famîly and seek out a suitable tuft of grass or morne other
object near which to, bwld a nest, so th4t there will be sme sort
of shelter atlording protection both frorn the weather and
enemies, though 1 do flot; think the latter precaution is a ver>'
necessarv one, as the birds. with their mottled couts are ad-
mirably adapted for concealment; in fact they hannonize
almost perfectlv with the herbage in which they are fowid,
and 1 canneot remsmbr ever having detected a brooding bird
before she left the nest, though often fully in view. The
nest is found in various situations froni the centre of low
open bushes to unbroken prairie or the tops of sand dunes
where the vegetation is very scanty. The nest is sunk in the
ground and is lightlv built of grass with occasionally a feather
or two for lining. in this the bird lays from four to five eggs of
the usuai sandpiper type, large and miottled. The eugs for the
size of the bird are rernarkably large and one wonders how
such a small bird iays sucli large eggs. On accounit of the mise
and the long time they take to hatch, the young when they do
appear are so well developed that they can run activeiy and
imrnediately leave the nemt. The actuai brooding, so far as I
arn aware, is done by the fernale aJonc, but the mâle is seldom
far away and he takes an active part in caring for the young.
At this time the female is bold and wise in defence of lier off-
spring. readily resorting to, much artifices as fcigning death or
injury, and I hiave known thern to fairly fly in my face as 1 stoopcd
to pick up a little une, uttering Weird cries mcanwhile. They
become 'very nuisy as the yc mng grow and their perpetual cati-
ings to attract attention get rather monotonous, especially when
one is trving to, listen for sornething cime.

In the early ciglities these birds were everywhere and their
cries and songs could be heard at any time of the day while
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