
and we have to look for thent very larg"ly as the resit of investigation
and patient collection of dry data wvhicli do not appeal to popular fancy.
'fhei'e is, therefore, goo veason wvhy thie inci'easing nu mbcr- of people
amongf thc general public wvho appreciate the resuits of pure science
should gi ve wvhat encouragemien t they cati to scientiflo institutions and
societies.

Facts need to be ascertained. We are too apt to confine
ourselves to nmatters of importance of to-day, without regard to tîteir
bc aring on the future, whien their comttiercial bearing niay be rnost
marked. he scientifie resuits of specialists should be discussed
by mn of generdi knlowledge, or science, before they cati becomie availa-
bie to ail. Otie of the rnost remark-able siguts of' progress and develop-

ment (lnring the last lhalf century is to be foundl in tlht growvth of ilhe
colonies and dependencies of the Orown. The opening era o? the Atus-
tralian continent, an d of the foundation of our own Dominion, noli-
spaniigi this continent, are two o? the brightfýst spots in this career of
progress. These developments of bier resotirces bave not cost Engiand
batties by land or by sea, not have they' added millions to bier national
debt. Wliiat wve tr-ace is a period o? suanshine, pr.)sperity and progress.
New comninnities devising, for themselves institutions, now sub.dividiing
for convenience, now confederating for mautial hielp, and ail under one
benignant sceptre. The state of things is flot yet definite, but timie isý

,grante(I to devize even a. firmer system, a fedzeratiori. of the whole.
Could we luit the curtain that ccvers flic destîny of the next century,
who couild foreteil the aspect? The word Il Excelsior " wvould stand out

l)roninient, blazoned in letters of gold.
Man's circunistances under the influence of man's iiimd tend tx,

progress. ]3y the extension of railways, indu-,trial conditions every-
wvhere are undergoing changes ; nianufactiiring towns need no longer
be located on rivcrs or by the sca, buit may be establishied near the
soutces wvhere the raw miaterials foi' manufacture are ohtained. T!' e
dlevelopiient of the worldI's resouirces is facilitated by the application of
various departuiients o? science, suchi as nîining, frigfishing, engi-

iîeering, and navigation; and stupply and demand, and the chanige.,s
wvhich are always ia progress ctn bie aaticipated by such commercial
mcn as unider-tke to acquaint dheiselves with the leading principles of

plîysical geograph3r.


