The FElements. 65

stant operation of these corrupting principles, the
whole atmosphere, ifthere were no restoring cau-
ses, woukl come at length to be deprived of its ne-
cessary degree of purity. Some of these causes
seem to have Leen discovered, and their eflicacy as-
certained by experiment. And so far as the disco-
very has procecded, it opens to us a beautiful and
wonderful economy.  Pegetation provesto be one
ofthem. A sprig of mint corked up with a small
portion of foul air, placed in the light, renders it
again capable of supporting life or flame. Here,
therefore, is a constant circulation of benefits main-
tained between the two great provinces of organized
nature. The plant purifies what the animal has
poisoned : in return, the contaminated air is more
than ordinarily nutritious to the plant.  Agitation
with water turns out to be another of these restora-
tives. The foulest air shaken in a boitle with wa-
ter for a suflicient length of time, recovers a great
degree of its purity. MHere then again, allowing
for the scale upon which nature works, we see the
salutary effects of storms and lempests.  The yesty
waves, which confound the heaven and the sea, are
doing the very thing which was done 1 the bottle,
Nothing can be of greater importance to the living
creation than the salubrity of their atmosphere. It
ought to reconcile us therefore to these agitations of
the elements, of which we sometimesdeplore the
consequences, to know, that they tend powerfully to
restore to the air that purity which so many causes
are constantly impairing.

11. In WarEeR, what ought not a little to be ad-
mired are those negative qualities which constituic
itspurity. Had it been vinous, or oleaginous, or
acid ; hadthe sea been filled or the rivers flowed
with wineor milk; fish, constituted as they are,



