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~AMARIA wïzs captured, alkd Israel carried into captivity,
about the year 721 B. C. Colonists f rom the ekist were

sent to supply their place, pr-obably by Sargon. The country
wvas still insufficiently peopled, aLnd aniother colony was sent by
E.zar-hadtudon, about 678 B. C. The flrst colonists, perhaps at the
suggestion of a friendly Israelite, obtaine1 froiti the Assyriaa
Kingr the services of a priest wlio re-establishied the ancient
sanctuary at Bethel, and taughit the new inhabitants of the
country how they sliould fear Jehovah. But tliey stili retained
t'aeir own national gods. ThiS mixture of Jehovismn and idolatry
subsisted for at least a tentury and . ali. In the lotag rn,
however, the 'vorship) of Jehovah, provitiled over the pagatémn
with w~hichi it had been associated. There mes probably a con-
sider'l)e reninant of Ismaclites, especially in the more reniote ani
inaccessible parts, of the countiury. Being poor, scattered. and
defenceless, they would naturally bl- willing to enter into friendly
relations with the new settlirs-'ditr&ue witli thein, earn -%vitges
by cultivatitig their lands, interinarrv3 with themn, and to ulti-
iKately cotilesce with thean into one people. Ileligious differences
would present no serious obstacle, because the religion of Iraci
was already tolerant of the ancient cuits of Canaan aud Phenicia.
As the coininunity biecamie more and more homogeneous, the iii-
trinsie superiority of the religion of Jehovahi seeins to liave
gmadually asscrted itself. One extemnal adlvantae was in its
favor. It Nvas the one religion common to the whole cominunity,
Jehovahi beingl rccognized by the immigr-ants as the God of the


