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ON MAGIC MIRRORS.
BY MM, BERTIN AND DUBOSQ.
The

People of the far East, the Chinese and the Japanese, in
Ezggne times were only acquainted with metallic mirrors ; and
e to-day they mako only these. They are made of speculum
thet?l' of Yarious forms and sizes, but always portable. One of

ti.m 18 polished and always slightly convex, so that its re.
is l°n &lves images which are reduced in size ; the other face
w Plane or Bllgh.tly concave, and always has cast on it ornaments
thery 8re in relief. Among the many mirrors thus comstructed
beunm a few which possess a wonderful J)roperty: when a
flocte dof the sun's light falls apon the polished surface and is re-

91 to a white screen, we see in the disk of light thus form-

il Image of the ornamentation which is on the back of the
m“v due““’o The Chinese have long known of these mirrors and
b, them highly ; they call them by & name which signifies
the"m’ 78 which are permeable to the dight. We, of the West, call

M Magic mirrors.

“of them four o re exceedingly rare. We only find mention

o r times in Compies Rendus of the French Academy of
1844 %3. The firet was presented to the Academy by , in
Acade the second and the third were brought to the notice of the
fo‘n,“:my In 1847 by Stanislas Julien u:f by Person, and the

Was exhibited before- that society in 1853 by Maillard. It

that
thetghenom:;:no;o mfur back as 1832 Brewster gave a theory of
e

on the bagi agic mirrors ; but his explanation was made
from Qa 18 of the description of one of these mirrors which came
cutta, but which Rrewster had never seen.

1 Finally, in
sg:r:"d 1865, M. Govi read before the Academy of aninytwo
three oo 1Y, beautiful experiments which he had made with
Whieh,mngm Wirrors ; this brings to seven only the number of
begun'te” to that date, had been seen in Eurogghsince men have
Persong hog rve facts in a scientific manner. Therefore very few
an ad 8een magic mirrors till the month of last April, when
School gt th sicist, Mr. Ayrton, Professor at the Polytechnic
bmﬂght wi ed 0, exhibited several of these mirrors, which he had
and vg ith him from Japan. He experimented with them,
& Succensfully, before a small audience in the laboratory

e then left for London, and it 'will probably

mf:"e we again have the privilege of seeing theso
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THE MAGIC MIRROR.




