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110W "THE WORD" SPEAKS TO T11HE ORIENTAL HEART.

By thLe Rev. J. L. hfliip.s, M. D., in~ the "iunday Schoet Time8."l

Oxie of the men who wvas a kind and helpful friend to nme in îny student
days in America was Chancellor Mtatthews, of the New York University.
XVhils attending lectures at the College of Physicians and Surgeons, I used
to conduot tho Sunday morning services for a small band of disciples who
worshipped in a modest littie edifice near Broadway, up town ; And how it
came about I don't know, but Dr. Mattliews was often with us. Sometimes
lie took the service; but wlietlier hie did or not, lie neyer r -me 'without U*oing
us good, and I amn indebted to him for not a few valuable hirits relating te
Christian wvork.

One point to which, my venerabîs friend used to cali my attention wvas this:
the wonderful way that the Bible appealed to men's hiearte ; and hie showed
me how strong hieada or well-trained brains are reached through tlie heart.
"Study ail you like, my young brother, and the more the better, but wlien

you preacli speak te the heart; for God's word was sent to move and mould
and manage thes human lieart." These were not lis exact words7, but after
more than twventy yearia I'vé reproduced lis thouglits as best I could. WVho-
ever has, read the good chancellor's book, "The Bible and Men of Learniingr
knows how well lie lias proved the power of the Holy Scriptures over the
liunian intellect, as %veil as over the heart.

An old Englisli writsr lias spoken of the self-.evidencing power cf the Bible.
I have been reminded of this mnany times since I came te India. I have
watclied tlie effect of Bible 1essois upon thoughtful and scholarly mon.
Several years ago I liad a Hindui pundit whe illustrates this. Ho was a fin e
Sancrit seliolar and a thorougli disciplinarian ; hence hoe was mucli esteemed
by his pupils. We used te open selicol with respensive readings from the
Psalms and ths book of ProvcrbsI reading averse axid tue pundits and pupils
together reading the next, and se ou. It was truly affecting te ses liow these
words spoke te this mran's heart. 1 have seen lim powerf ully moved at timos
by passages wve were reading. H1e would stop iii the middle cf a verse, his
quick sys taking it ail in, tears would f11l his eyos, hie would heave a deepi
sigh, then make a peculiar sound witli his lips, sudu as natives of India maze'
wlien etrongly opprossed or sstenislied. As lie stood near me wlien we read

jthe Script.ure leesonsI often noticed tluis efrect thnt God's word was Producing
upon this maun's heart, Sevoral times af ter tlie lesson was dons and prayer
offored up, lie spoke te soris of us about certain passages, saying se heartily,

"Very wonderful, very wonderful words, these." Hie is stili a Bralimin out-
wardly, but 1 believe the living word is deing its work iii bis !,-art.

Only yosterday thore came another illustration of liow the word speaks te1

the heart. A Mehaxumedan friend, a fine Persian seliolar, chanced te cali
whulo I was teaching oe cf my Old Testament classes. Hie listenied withi
profound attention, was pleased to find the young nien se interested in their
work, spoke a choering word or two about the triumaphs of Cliristianity in
India.; but wvhat interested me most ivas the quiet and surs way that the
trutli of God's holy word was appealing te the -nuan's hieart. The lesson, the
references, the preof-texts, the illustrations-Mll wcre, spcaking te lmfi.
Suddeply starting frei his revery, ho asked, " Do you kuiow that Bible by
heart 1 " "1No ; but I like te carry ail I cau of it in niy hoart. "

As îîever before, the blessed Bible is speaking te the heart of India. Ms
Englisli education increases, the denxand fer the Englisli Seriptures increaseq.
The Britisi and Foreign Bible Society is doing mucli for India, and its work
grows apace. The whole Bible can be bouglit now for four annas (ton cents),

and books about the Ilible-is a mighty lever lifing seuiety eut ef the dark-


