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gato, **she will not have to work so hard as poor Cicloy. for
go littlo.”

——

QOAPTRD 1V,

14 Madame hasdotorminod to buy a property at 8t. Groud ;
sho anys it is charming, and sho wishos Augnste to bo a
propriltaire. 1'm suro Madame thinks ho'll bo at the top
of soclety dircotly. Poor Auguste} 1 think he will ofton
lament Lisson Grovo and his pretty garden.”

¢« What is become of tho magasin, Flo 1" inquired Mra.
Wilkinson, with somo nnxiot?'.

Ten yenrs havo clapsod sinoa our last chapter, when
hittle Flo reccived the paternal permission to devolop her
talent, and Flo is grown jnto a very pretty little woman,
still on tho sunny sido of thirty, extremely well drossed,
and bearing a look of ense and comfort that are a very
ploasant advanco upon her girlish state.

Mrs, Wilkinson, too, is handeomely and sohdly dressed,
and tho baro scantinoss of Ivy Cottage has been replaced
by competenco, and elegant 1f somowhat bright furniture,

*What is to bocome of the magasin, Flo?" .

« Do not be afraid, mother,” exclaimed Flo, throwing her
arms round her mother's neck, and kissing her demonatra,
tively. ** Madame will not forget the magasin, never foar.
nor you, nor me, nor any of hor friends in Eng.
land.  And what do yon think, mammy ? tho magasin is to
bo mine, my very own n five years, and meauntime I am
to have all I can make, only paying Madawe £500 a year
ront for it.”

¢ You pay Madame £500 a yoar rent.”

« Oh, wo shall easily do that. Don't be frightened,
mothoer, I bave nothing to do with figares. Cicely knows
all about them ; she has managed them for the last three
years, you kuow, for Madame. Al I have to do will be to
design the toilettes and arrange the coiffures, and Madame
harself will choose tho very loveliest materials that Paris
can supply. Only thunk, the softest and lovehiest gauzes
and tissues, and all that has to bo done to make them up
in the most becoming costumes! ”

Tlo spoke with the enthusiasm of a genuine artist, and
seeraed at the moment too muoh wrapt in the contempla-
tion of her future tnumphs to be ablo to inform her
mother gedately of the change that was in contemplation.

Madame Labalastricre, who had conducted what shecalled
a magasin de toilettes 10 a quiet street 1n Mayfar for some-
thing like ten years, had now realized what she considered
a fortune, and was anxious to establish her son as a pro-

r1é/aire in his native land. It is doubtful, perhaps, whether

. Aunguste himaelf quite shared s motgor’s anxiety on
this subject. His recollections of his coantry were recol-
lections of trouble and sorrow ; he had grown accustomed
to the English life and to the Euglish climate, and he had
grown accustomed also to his mother's brisk little ¢col a-
boratense, whoconsidered it a duty to seize every opportunity
of conversing in French, eand who never got bevond her
grotesque blunders or lost her very English pronuncation.

But it Auguste hoaved a gentle sigh as he thought of
these things, he was much too well disciplined to raise any
objeotion ; and if Mademoiselle Flors, as she was called at
the magasin, took pleasure in discoursing with her brown.
eyed neighbour, ghe felt nothing for him bunt the purest
friendship, for he wag not a foreigner !

In due course the Labalastri¢ro’s pretty cottage was let
toafresh tenant, and M Auguste had started as French citi-
zen ; but he had found a country life very little to histaste,
and before many years wero over his head he contrived to
establish busivess relations with certain mercantile houses
in Paris and in London, which not only gave him ocoupation,
but which largely increased bis income ; so that when at
length Madame/a méreconsidered that the time had come for
bim to enterinto the holy state of mstrimony, she felt her-
self in a position fo make overtures for the daughter of 2
wenlthy banker—overtures which were received with satis.
faction both by the parents of tholady and by the lady her-
self, Asiimewont on and France rested from her troubles,
finding at least a temporary poace under her citizen kiog,
M. 1o Vicomtie de Labalastrisre was & well-known and ex-
tremely useful person in his simple court, highly osteemed
by the king for his integrity and knowledge of European
affairs, and honourably distinguished by the profound re-
gpect with which ho always treated the noble-looking lady,
his mother, who gave dignity to his salon, and who was
generally regarded by those who honoured his réusnions as a
true relic of the ola mod esse

Meanwhile, Fiora Wilkinson, with the help of her sistex
Cicely, conducted the magasin de toilcttes, and notably in-
creaged tho clienslle. Madame Lab.lartriéce had shown
her diseriminotion when she recognized Flo’s latept
genius for costumo; it was tho one genius she possessed—
tke talent which raisod her abovo the common folk. Flo
was indeed in all other respects tho simplest creatare that
over breathed. Animated by devoted affection for her own
{family, and by unqualified edmiration of all the members
of it, from her father to little Matthew, beyond this she
might be said to have no feeling. S8he was kind to cvery-
one, but with a kindness of indifference; and the whole
world of the intellect was to her as a sealed book; the
swoetest lines that poet ever framed awakened nothing
beyond a passing enjoyment, and she would fall asleep
oven over the sorrows of the Bride of Lemmermooz.

Baot to see her in her workroom, surrounded by the ma-
terisls with which she wrought her wonders, no wrapt
sibyl was evor mcre otherealized. The bozes which held
her stuffs wore to hor what the stops are to tho musician,
what tho voices of nature sro to the poet. Her whole face
and form assumed & new expression, working by an inner
law of harmony, of which she was only vaguely conscious;
ﬂrlte' creatod beauty, and tasted the pleasure of the true
arlist,

That sho prodaced wondorful effects, and knew 80 well
how to set off the persons of her clients that the work of
inferior smodists bocame insuflerable, need hardly be said.

To bo in her workroom was positive pleasuro to her, and |

shio had a faoulty for atiracting $o herseH young women of

kindrod talent, over whom hor earnost and gimple chazacter |

coupled with her matchless superfority in her art, gave her
great autherity. 8he was an arfis/e happy in her art, but
novertholess she had & very mal and materinl onjoyment
of her home, and of tho honour in which she could not fail
to be held ¢hero,

Ivy Cottage had enlarged its borders. A pretty low
drawing-room opened on to n mossy lawn, and new bed-
rooms had been added, though, to say the truth, there
were not 80 many living in it as when tho fonr bedrooms
had lodged thom all, for Cicely at last made up her mind
to reward the faithful attachment of Mr. Matthows, who
in the old days had found it o jmpossible to interest Flo
in vulgar fractions. James had starte] as a doctor, and
had & fino houso in Baville Row. Charlic, whose health
was rather delicato, and who was of u domestic turn, had
sucoceded Cicely as Flo'e bookkeeper : and Flora did her ‘
best to control her exultations when Matthow, now a
bright young fellow of thrae-and-twenty, brov 1ht home his |
prizes and laid them in her lap. Matthew was tho soholar
of tho family. the sweot-natured, gentlo boy to whom
learning came liko grateful food, and who would, tho
mother and sister fondly hoped, be a clergyman before
many more years wore gone.

Trovoly Rosnlicd, who will bo lovely till hier dying day,
had now lighted - casier tines; hor husband was 2 Q.C.
and o Recorder, o suggestive of flutes and dulcimers,
and other harmontous greations to the uninitinted. Her
boys and girls wero as {all as herself; the eaid boys anl |
girls, by the way, generally coutrived to let Aunt Flo know i
when thoy wanted anytbing; not that one among them
had tho slightest idea whenco Aunt Flo's Fortunio's purse !
was kopt 80 well filled. Indeed, it is to be feared that they l
might have been shocked, and even disposed to feel '
sggrieved, if they had connected it or her with trado,
though their waternal grandfather had been in the hard:
ware lino in Birmingham, It was Flo's will as well as their "
parents’ that they should remain ignorant of the fact that
she was a working woman Was ehe the only working
woman who bad shrank from the hard criticism of inex
perienced youth, and been content to lavish on it the earn-
ings of an industry it would despise? Itis difticult for the
wisest to see things as they are in this world, with its
golden miste and sullen-vapours; perbaps it is well tlat
we ghould be over-gentle to the young ones who have the
assurance of those to whom little is known

1t came to Flora Wilkingon. not once, but many times,
to have the option of marriage, and more than once Flo
had been te'npted to follow the example of her mother and !
sisters ; but it must be confessed that she never either felt |
or inspired a great passion ; the men who were anxions to
mazry her had all a fall appreciation of the commerecial
valne of her talent, end this Flo was shrewd enough to
percelve, She decided that it would be safer not to admit
a partner who might deravge tho comfor® of her father an.
mother, or interfers with her relations with ber brothers
and sistors. Tobe Madame . Yes, it would be nice !
to have someons with whom to sit vis-d-vis at dinper; but
then would not a t#te-t-tote dinner be rather solitary aftor !
the full table at home? Then to order the dinmer, to
superintend the house; of course she would have to have
another house. No, Flora concluded, the disadvantages
were greater than the advantages. Miss Wilkinson she
had been, and Miss Wilkinson shy would and did romain.
And no one who saw tha sprightly little lady stopping from
the pavement in front of Ivy Cottage into her pretty little
carriage—no ono but hersclf ever recollected that this was
little Fio—the ** Dunce of the Family.”

CHRISTMAS AND THE SATURNALIA.

N one who celebrates Christmas should be disturbed by
the fact that not even the month in which jesus Christ was
borp, much less the day, has been ascertained.  The festival
of the Nativity has been celebrated in J wuary, May, Septem-
ber, O.toher, and December.  No historian pretends to fix
the date at which Christmas becam: a general festival,
About all that is known is, that during the fourth century the
Feast of the Nativity was observed by the Western churches,
and that in the six*h centu.y Easternand Western Christians
united in celebrating it on1he 25'h day of D:cember. It
is well known that certain Christmas customs originated in
the pzgao rites of the ancient Dru-ds and Romans.

From the D uids came that hangiog up of the mistletoe,
which still retains its holdin Ecgland.  The grim old Saxous
who burn huge bonfires to Thor, transmit ed 10 our English
ancestors the ceremony of burning the Yule log. As from
ancient Greeks and Romans came the custom of interchang-
ing presents and making entertainments, which marks our
observances of Christmas.

o ancient G csce the whole people, during the last days
of Dccember, gave themselves up to fun and frolic. It was
the Huwvest Home of vine-growers, which they called the
Festival of Bacchus, It wasa tme of unmiversal, if rot of
riotous, gayety, and some of our owa Christmas customs may
be traced to December games and usages of the Greeks that
were old when Socrates was young.

1a Rume, long bzfore the Christian era, we find the origin-
als of cestain Christmas customs. Some readers may re-
member short poems of the Rome saurist Martial, descrip-
tive of the * December Liberty,” which distinguished the
observance of the Saturnaha, eighteen hundred years ago.

It was & time of uaiversal present-making, as it is with us,
Qa onc occasion, Martial sent to a f.iend acopy of his own
poems, and with it he sent a few hinesof p ctical apology
for the meagreness of his present.  Now, mark what he
sags?

s I may secem to Foa slingy or impolite, since in this moanth
of December, when pspkios, elepan® shoe-fasteningr, wax
tapers, tabletsand tapering vases fi led with Damascus plums
fly about in all directions, I have sent you nothing but my
own little books.” . :

A custom of tbe Roman Satusnalia, which came unchanged
to our thae, is familiar to us all. We mean the three days’
holiday given to the slaves. The slaves iojonr Southem

States, down to the close of the war, exjoped this privilege,

Throughout the Roman Empire slaves went about bare-
headed, except on the three great da;, .i the Saturnalia,
when all were permitted to wear the cap of familiar shape,
whlich still figures as the Liberty Capupon the tops of liberty
poles.

*Schools and colleg» _ * had a vacati,n during the Roman
Saturnalia, There were pas.’~ular kinds of toys made of
earthen-ware which were sold only during thix festival,
Families came logelhcr, Justlas they'now do, to the unbound.
ed jsy of the children ; and there was the great fawmily din.
nl::r at which the children were present, if never again during
the year.

Howare we ¢ account fcr those colncidences? The ex-
planation is n.. diffi.ut. When Christianity was first
preached in the Roman Empire, it was a message of hope
and comfort 10 the poot and th+ oppressed, and above all to
the great multitude of slaves whose labours sustained the
Roman world. We can dimly perceive, in the letters of
Pliny the Younger, and elsewhere, the slaves gathering on a
hilltop at the dawn of day to hear the Christian tidiags, and
to partake of the communion ; then scparating for the
labours of the field and household,

The first Christian congregalions in Italy were largely
composed of slaves and of ths common pecple, thoughamot g
them wete found educated and highly gifted persons. The
eatly Chuistian leachers had the gieatest dificulty to kee
their converts from jining in the pagan festivals, to whic
they hid been accustomed, and which were even needful to
amelivrate th:ir haid lot and monotonous life. YVhen the
Saturoalia came round, the Christian slave or freedman found
himself struggling batween the habits of his old life and the
claic:s of his naw faith, If he withstood the old, he missed
the only holiday which would be his during twelve moaths
of labour. If he yielded, his re'igious life might be injured
by contact with idolatrous rites.

Christian pastors, seeing the strife of habit with con.
scicuce, wou'd seek for the golden mean between! cense and
prohibitation. They acted upon the principal, thatthough
there must b: unity in essentials, there should be liberty in
not-essentials, and love in all things. They took what was
good in the R 'man holidays and assoclated it with the birth-
day festival of Him who cams to bring peace on earth and
good will to men.

Our pilgrim ancestors thought they were doing God's
service in trying tokill Christmas. Beinglearned in Roman
aotiquities, they stigmatized the festival as the survival of a
pagan holiday. The first Christmas occurred just after
their landing at Plymouth. D.cember twenty-fuurth was
Sabbath, azd busy as they were, not 2 band was lifted to
wotk. The next day was Christmas, and Governor Brad-
f;rd had a grim pleasure in recordiog that no man rested on
that day.

They appointed 2 Thaoksgiviog day at the end of Novem-
ber, which soon became the Puritan Christmas, a day of
family gatherings and unusual memriment. G adually, too,
o'd Christmas revived, and thus it came too pass that this
country is favoured with tw) festivals a month apart—one
the Harvest Home, and the other the nauvity of the Saviour.
— Youth's Companton.

GARDENS OF THE SEA.

Among the many curious analogies born of modern inves-
tigation, none are more tateresting than those showing strik-
ing cases of parallelism in the hats avd customs of animals
whose environments are totally dissimilar. The ocean bed
seems peopled with forms so resemblin, those of land that 2
modification of structure to conform with their surroundings
alode appears to be the point of difference, In drifiing over
the reefs of ou- Sounthern border this resemblance between
the creatures of Jand an1sea isextremely striking. The gar-
dens of the lower world sbound in lavish growth ; trees,
shiubs, waving vines, are all reproduced in the wonderons
form.. of the sea. Here 2 forest of coral branches {Madre-
pors) raise their myriads of bristhng poiats, each flower by
a delicate polyp and presenting a rich olive-green tint in
contras: «o the deep blue of the channel upun whose banks
they grow. Pare ac crystal the water seems to intensify the
beauty of the objecis, even in the greater depths; gaily be.
decked fishes move lazily about, naing and falling among
the liviog brauches, poising, perbaps to pluck some morsels
from a limb, inall their motions remindiog us of the birds of
the shors. Thesc gorgeous parrot-hshes are the sun-birds of
of the sex ; wondrous tints—azare-blue, golden yellow, and
ted—mark them. Some appear inridescent and bathed ia
metallic tiots, as if encased in burnished armours, while
many more in modest garb, found in our colder waters of
the Nonb, call 10 mind the robin and thrush, those welcome
harbiogers of spriog.  But it is notin their coloar alonethat
the fishes resemble thé birds ; it is in the home-lif2 and love
of cff p.iog that we find a close resemblance. Miny are
nest budlders, etecting structures as complicated as those of
the birds, and cqialling them in design and finish.

THE London Lord Mayor's resolve to stop the Suoday
church parades is said to have given great offence to some of
the city clergy.

The Rev, A. C. Turberville, son of the late Mr. Turber-
ville, editor of the * Eoplish Independent,” has b en 2p-
pointed assistant to Rev. W. Pulsford, D.D., G'asgow.

DR. S1%ON, principal of Springhill College, Birmingham,
has ascepted the principalship of the Scottish Congrega-
tional theological , in room of Dr. WV, Lindsay Alex-
ander.

AT Stormoway a meetiog has been held @t which the
speakers’ denunciations of Sabbath desecration was enhusi-
astically responded to by a crowded audience of 2,c00, All
the proceedings were conducted in Gaelic,

TaE Rev. A, Mcarns, author of *¢ The Bitter Cry,” con-
tribaes a paper on * Oatcast London™ to the Decsmbet
¢ Contemporary.” Mi. Meams was educated for the minis-
try in the Unitea Presbyterian Hall. Heafterwardsb came
2 Congregationalist, and is now the secretary of the Congre-
gational Board of Londen Ministers,



