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S

Thanlaglcal Seminary, with another paper on the
sams subject. Prominence was given to the interest,
vigour, and universal adaptability of Presbytetianism
and {ts success {n foralgn missions, and concluded {a
a ino and comprehensive spirit of charity.

Rev James Stalker, Kirkaldy, Scotland, dellvered
a comprehansive address on the lessons to Lo learned
from vther churches,

THIRD DAY.

Rev. R. H. Lundie, D.D,, Liverpool, presided at
the morning mesting. They first businoss dispesed
of was the appolatment of the next place of meeting.
Tho Presbytery of London having extended an invi-
tation to jthe Council to hold its next meeting in
the British metropolls, it was unanimously accepted,
and it was agreed to hold the next meecting thera in
1888,

A letter was read from the (Ecumenical Methodist
Conference. It was agreed to insert the letter in the
proceedings of the Council.

THE CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIANS,

Principal MacVicar submitted the report of theiRe-
ception Commitiee regarding the application to be
received into the Council of the Presbyterian Church
of Jamaica, the Reformed Church of Austris, the Sy-
nod of the Irish Secession Church, and the Cumber-
land Presbyterians of the United States of America,
He sald that with respect to the Cumberland Presby
terlans, the Church was organizcd in 1810, It wasa
body of great Christian vitality, as would be szea from
the fact that it had 1,422 ministers, 224 licentiates,
17 candidates for the ministty, communion roll of
115,749, a theological seminary, three universities,and
several colleges and academles. The committee in
charge of the work ot considering the applications for
admission into the Alliance was composed of seven-
teen persons, andat *he meeting held on the previous
day sixteen were in attendance. Heventured tosaythat
the members of committen represented all the shades
of opinion that might be supposed to exist in the Al-
liance, and the report he was ahout (o read was anan-
imously adopted—“ The committee beg to report as
follows :—(1) Respecting the Cumbezland Presbyter-
iap Church in the States of America, the toliowing
deliverance was unanimously adopted .- Whereas,
the Cumberland Presbyterian Church {has adopted
the Coastitution of the Alliance ; whereas it was one
of the Churches which wese invited to assist in the
formatioo of thz Alliance in 875, whereasit has sow,
as on previous orca ions, made application for ad
migsion, and has sent delegates to the present meet-
ing; whereas, further, as declared by the first meet.
ipg of Counril, the responsibility of deciding whether
*hey ought to join the Alliance should rest on the
Cburches themselves, ~our tommittee recommends
Councll, without pronouncing any jodgment on the
Church’s revision of the Westminster Confession and
Shorter Catechism, to admit the Camberland Presby- J
terian Church into the Alliance, and to invite the
delegates now present to take their seats.”

The other Churches named were recelved and therr
delegates took their seats.

Rev Dr J H Martin, Kentucky, moved that the
portion of the report referiing to the Camberland
Presbyterian Church be not adopted. After giving a
history of the Cumberland Presbyterizn Church, be
stated that the principal argument for sefusing theur
application was that they were not In harmony with
the doctrines held by the Churches compusing the
Alllance.

Rev Dr Briggs, New York, argued that as they
had adopted the Constitution of the Alliance in their
Gereral Assembly they were entitled to admission.

Rev. Dr Petticrew, Faughaavale, Ireland, opposed
thelr admission on the ground that they had elimicar-
ed from the Confession of Faith ail that was dis-
tinctly Calvinistic.

Dr Chambers, New Vork, stated the dficnlties 1a-
volved either ip receiving or rejecting the applicauon
sad concluded by ~wggesting that the Council shonld
add a statement something to the effect ¢ that without
becoming responsible for the omissions made in the
Confession of Faith,” and that the Alllance admit the
church in question. A provision to that effect would
relievethem.  He did not think that if thelr brethren
of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church wera admit-
ted they would do them any great barm, On the con-
trary, he thought it possible that they would do their
brethren of the Cumbsrland Church a great deal of

goad.

Principal Calins, Edinburgh, In an eminently judi-
clal address advocated the adoptlon of tha report, and
concluded as follows . * Whila his was under a very
deep senge that that was a question of great gravity
nad respoosibllity, and whits he did not wondur from
all the clrcumstances of the case at thelr great anxlety
that no evil might happen to the Church of God from
«ny step, such as has been proposed, still he would
take the side of charity and accept che report with &
very deep sense of sympathy with thelr dear brethren
of the Southern Church, and bz had the warmest sym-
pathy with that branch of tae Church i~ America as
well us with the Northern Church. He had known
the students cf that Church to be highly respected and
cultured. and, if he thought he should weaken the
position, or Impalr a branch of their noble Church in
Americz, be would be the last mae to stand on that
platform and take any such side,

Kev. Dr, D, W. F, Junkin, Charleston, S. C., spoke
i opposition to the reception of the Cumbe iand Pres-
byterian Church, arguing that thelr organization wasa
standing protest against the doctrines of Presbyterian-
ism, and that their admission was fraught with danger
to the Alliance.

Professor Calderwood discussed the question clearly
and calmly, favouring the admission of the Cumber.

land Presbyterians, He thought it was part of the

duty of the Alliance to secure an acknowledgment of
the Divine sovercignty in grace when a charch mada
application for admission, snd that wherever that was
lacking they should reject the application ; but when
a church formally and by commission declared its ac-
ceptance of the consensus of the Reformed creeds,
they ought to pausas before they questioned the
sincerity of that church, or regarded its members as
having severed themselves from the Calvanistic falth.

Rev, Dr. Monod, Lyons, also spoke In favour of
thelr reception.

Ex-Provost Campbell, while anxious to recelve the
Cumberland Presbyteriang, was not prepared to pay
so dearly for thelr reception at the elimination of
Jelr distinciive docirines, He moved that the ques.
tion be postponed till next meeting of the Alliance,

Principal MacVicar replied .that this was the third
tume this church had sought admission, and if not
received now the time for receiviog them would pass
away.

Rev, Dr, John Hall, New York, made a fervent

"appeal for the reception of the Cumberland Presby-

tenans.  While be was notat all insensible to thedeli-
cacy and, 10 some cegres, difficulty appertaining to the
case, he showd not be in favour of deferring. Heshould
not bs 1n favour even of moditying the language, care-
copsidered, of the report. He should be in favour
ot the charity that hopeth and believeth all things :
the charity that speaks and is mighty through
faith . he should be :n favour of taking thess brethren
into thetr Associatton, which was only a loose and
general bond of unton. Admit these brethern, and
tnstead of their dragmng down the Alliance the
Atliance should lift them up, and make them more
and more powerful 1n the United States and in the
land.

Professor Charteris, kdinburgh, urged their recep-
ton, and Rev. Dr. Herbert Siorey, Roseneath, fol.
lowed, commending the Cumbgrland Presbeterians
tor the course they bad pursued, which eli¢ited some
dissent, He said of them : * They wers bound by
the general conseasus of the Reformed Churches, and
from what he kuew of the change that had been made
by their Cumberland brethren he saw nothing to pre-
vent toe Council from welcomisg them in the freest
and most cordial manner to become members of the
Alliance. This question had been before the Alllance
for nine years, and it would be a gross injustice and
tnsuiting to these brethren for the third time to post-
pone the settlement of the question so dear to them.

Rev. Professor Chancellor, in a pointed and lopical
speech, opposed the applicatton. Dr. /. G. Blailde
followed, stating that refasal to receive the Cumber.
land Presbyterians would be overturning the constite.
tion of the Alliance,

Rev, Dr. J. 5. Moore, Texas, did aot wish to {ncar
the responsihility of rejecting the applicatios but be
could not receive them on several of the groundr
arped in favour of thedr admission. He supported Dr.
Chambers’ amendment, in favour of which Dr. Watis
also spoke. The last to speak in ths dsbate was D=
E. D. Monrris, who pled for their admission,

A vote was then taken on the motlons of Mr.*
Cdmpbell and Dr. Martin, which were lost,

The roll was called on the original motion and Dr
Chambiess’ amaendiment, with the result thut 112
voted for the amandment and 74 for the original
motion ; magonty, ;°*

The Chairman then declared tha amendment car.
tled, and said he had pleasure in ioviting the dele.
gates of the Cumberland Presbytetian Church ta take
thelr seats.

Dr. Thomas Smith and Dr, Martin dissented,

FORRIGN MISSIONS.

Dr. Murray Mitchell submitted a brief report oo
Britigsh Forelgn Misslons. Tlo report gave ¢ curvey
of Presbyterlan migsions all over the world. :

Dr. Irving laid on the table the report resarding
Amesican Forelgn Mirdons, 5

Dr. Taylor, (Newar¥) ~22 Dr, Brown, (Paisley!
having read papers on the relation of Misslon ¥
Churches to the Home Churches «ud each other, the [§
Council adjourned.

The Council again sat at seven o'clock in t
e 2ning. Mr. James Croll, Monireal, presided, and §&
after pralse and readlng of a portien of Scripture, B
prayer was offercd up by Dr, Burns, Halifax, %

Dr. David Treing, New York, read an interesting &
paper on “ The Relatlon of Misslon Churches to the
Home Churches and to Each Other.” B

Rev. Dr. W. Flemiag Stavensor deliversd an elo- E§
quent address on  Missionary Consecration of the &
whole Church." &

Interesting addresses pointing out the spread of K&

the Gospel among the heathen, were dellvered by the B8

following missionaries : - Revs, Dr. Chamberlaip, B2
Madrid, J.G. Patos, New Hebrides, S. Swanson, ¥
Amoy, Dr. Henry Faulds, Japan, Dr. R, Laws,
South Africa, Dr. Martin, Antioch, and E, Bassin, &Y
Roumania.

At the closs Dr. Hall moved a resolution to the [
effect that tha Council rejoice in the strong desire of K
the Presbyterian churches generally to sscure as FR
much as possible the unity of co-operation in Forslgn [
Mission work, and hoping that this desire for unton

n:"lrght assume more practical form, and the Councu
Y
founded on the resolution.
‘The resolution was seconded by Rev Mr Papan, BE
and was unanimously passed. G
The Council then adjourned.

RELIGION AT HOME,
Tt ts laughable to sea one hanting high and luw tu

bis spectarles when they bave been only shoved oves i

bis forehead. But it is not lavghable to see Chnez-
tians bunticg for what they call opportuaities to
bopour God, while overlooking sach opportunines
which they carry with them wherever they go. a
slovenly carpenter was once heard at a weekiy prayes-
meeting to pray with grest ferveacy for the spread o
Christ's cause a casse whick he disgraced ang
hindered in his sphere every time he siood at his
work bench. When he 2nded his giayer, a hearty
¢ Amen"” came from a sesvant who puis his mistress
out of tempur a hundred times a day by his careless.
ness. A cletk also was there, who, although he taogit
a class in the mission school on Sabbaths, was always
late at his employers store week days. He whisperea
¢ Amen 1”too and meant lt as far as he keew him:
self A lady hearer, as she listened, sesolved to join
the church missionary society, and then w=ni home
and found un-casonable faolt wth her cook. Ana
others also felr srarmed to do something for Chnss,
who never seemed to have thought that religion, hike
charity, begins at borr.e. The m.echanlc who 12 power-
{al in class-meeting, and week 2t his trade, is pot a
credit to the cause he professes. The servant who
drops tears feefingly at religious services, and drops
dishes unfeelingly in the kitchen, has her cenderness
altogether too muck an o2 side. And it is a poor
kind of religlon which sesks cpportunities to sex
=thers straigh’, but overlooks its own rookedresa.—

THE United Presb-terien wisslons in Egypt repe..
much success among the Mohammedans, The repon
to ‘he General Assembly says —* Every year man,
of the children in the schools are Mohammedans, o
1882 over Sve bandred Muslims were ia our schools.
In 1883 there bave been five bundred snd thirty six
pupils from the children of Tslam. Duing the exin L
ence of the missions forty:niny persons of Maslim
birth bave been baptised. "OF the forty nine there
have been thirty-two ex-slaves, who had been bronght

from the Soudan; the remnining scveatesn were {3

natlve Egyptians.”

er to the Business Commiitee to prepare o tepont K8



