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On motion it was agreed to ask the Generai Assembly to
sanction the change.

An overture from the Presbytery of Whitby was rcad in
favor of the preparation of a hymn book which wouid
secure greater uniformity and efficiency than at present
existed.

Rev. W. M. Roger, on behaif of the Presbytery, spoke in
support of the overtuie, and moved its transmission to the
General Assembly. Carried.*

The following Speciai Committees were appointed by the
Synod to act during the ensuing year:

On Temperance-D. Fraser, Convener; Prof. Mowat,
James Clcland, R. Chaimbers, J. L. Murray, R. Wallace,,
D. Macdonad,J. Somerville, Llugh Crozier, and James B.
Middlemiss, -ministers. Wm. Adamson, A. Macalister,
and T. PaUlsa-eiders.

On Sabbath Observance-A. Wilson, convener ; John
Hogg, Prof. Grcgg, J. C. Smith, Donald Fraser, J. B.
Mdllen, and James Cameron-ministers. T. W. Taylor,
T. McRae, and A. D. Fordrice-elders. 1

On Sabbath Schools-J. M. Cameron, J..B. Muilen, R.
Chambers, John Campbell, T. F. Fothcringham, W. M.
Roger, M. W. McLean, and jas. A. McConnll-ministers.
G. L. Blaikie, W. J. Craig, Wmn. Crawford, John Scott, J.
C. Smith, sud jas. Scott--eldcrs.

An overture was read from the Synod of Hamilton and
London embodying explanations of the school law by the
Minister of Education favorable to the general use of the
Bible in the Public Schools, and resolutions passed by that
Synod with the vicw of obtaining united action towards that
end.

Rev. Prof. McLaren movcd the following resolutiori,
which was adopted:-

Reçlved-First, That thc Synod instruct the clerk to ac-
knowledge with thanks the courtesy of the Synod of
Hamilton and London in transnûitting to them a copy of
resolutions adopted by that Court anient the use of the Bible
in the Public Schools of Ontario. Second, That the Synod
express their satisfactipn with the memorandum of the Hon.
the Minister of Education accompanying the resolutions.
Third, That as it appears from thc memorandum of the
Minister of Education that there is no hindrance to be ap.
prehended from the school law, but that the Bible may be
introduced into the Public Schools, and may be used as a
text book, therefore this Synod recommends and enjoins as a
Christian duty on ail the office-bearers within its bounds, and
on ail Christian parents, carnestly and constantly to use
their influence as individuals, citizens, school trustees, and
teachers towsrds such use of the Bible by the pupils of our
Public Schoois, beseeching and urging thcm to do this, as
the highest interesta of future general;ons for time and
eternity depend on their thorough acquaintance with God's
rcveaied will. Fourth-That ministers and office-bearers,
etc., be enjoined to give ail duc pubiicity to the existing
state of thc law, in order that advantage may be ' aken of it
without delay to secure the general introduction of the
Scriptures into thc Public Schools.

A communication was read ftorn the Synod of Hamilton
and London cmbodying resolutions cosnplaining against
those proviaioný of the Ontario Registration Act wIhich sub-
ject clergmen to fines and imprisonment in thc event of
their failre to comply with the requirements of the Act re-
parding fumeais, and asking the co-operation of th,ïs Synod
in the effort to obtain the repeal of the objectionable
clauses.

Rcv. John Hogg, of Oshawa, moved that the communi-
cation be received, that the Synod adopt the resolutions of
the Synod of Hamilton and London, snd that a committee
be appointed to act with thc committee of the latter Synod.
Hc thought clergymen generally were willing to acquiesce
in thc law, but they were hiable to fali into thc hands of
rings, and if they omitted to rturn thc deatha Clerks or
Town Councils were ready to poûnce upon thcm with fines
and penalties, and nmade things very unpleasant for them.
He himseîf lad been annoycd considerably.

Rcv. F. McCuaig, of Kingston, thought the Govcrnment
was exceeding its powers in interfcring with their functions
as ministers of thc Gospel.

Rev. Prof. Gregg also looked upon thc iaw as obnoxious.
Rev. Principal Grant characterized it as outrageous and

1iiuitous, sud as an unwarrantable interference with their
righ ts.

.Rev. A. Wilson, of Kingston, did not thiak thc Goveru-
ment had a right to make men collectors of statistics with-
out their consent, and withoiit psying them for doing so.

Mr. McLellan, of Garafraxa, asked if some of the gentle-
men who had spoken against the law could suggcst anything
better.

Rcv. Principal Grant îhought it was not thcir place to do
so, although le could suggesk Ail they had to do was to
point out their grievauce and Icave the Goverument to effect
the remcdy. %

Several other speakers expressed their objections to the
law, aler which the following deputatioxi was appointed to
svait on the Ontaxio Goverument with a view of having the

,objectionable provisions rcpealed : Thc Moderator, the
,Clerk, Rev. Prof. Gregm, Rcv. John Hogg, Hon. John Mc-
Xurrich, and Mr. T.'W. Taylor.

After passrn)g the usual votes of thatika the Syuod ad-
journcd a few minutes before six to meet in St. Andrew's
Church, Guelph, on the. evening of the second Tuesday of

May pm89, nd the oertr rnone tebeeicin

The evening of Wednesday, the second day of meeting,
was occupied with the report on the State of Religion and
conference thereupon. Part of next day ivas spent in further
conference, issuing in the disposai of the report and the ap-
pointment of the same committee on State of Religion with
one addition, for the current year. Three other matters en-
gaged a considerabie part of the Synod 's atfention, via.:.
First, A protest and appeal of' the Rev. John Mackenzie of
Hampden, against a decision of the Presbytery of Quebec,
touching certain money in the hand of the Rev. John Mc-
Donald, now of Scotstown, and lately of Winslow. The
Synod's judgment sustaining Mr. Mackenzie's protest and

a palis iklyto corne before the General Assembly, Mr.
inea McMster having protested and appealed against it.

Second, The proposai to erect a Presbytery of Lanark and
Renfrew; this matter having been remitted to the Synod by
the General Assembly. It was resoived by a very large
majority, that a new Presbytery, bearing the name aforesaid,
be erected, and that its first meeting be held at Carleton
Place, and in St. Andrew's Church there, on the third Tues-
day of August, at' one o'clock in the afternoon; the Rev.
Alexander Mann, P. D., to be Moderator. Third, Two
communications from the Synod of Hanmilton and London,
bearing that the said Synod haâ taken action anent a certain
Registration Act in the Province of Ontario, and also anent
the use of the Bible in Public Schools. The Synod ýof
Montreal and Ottawa expressed approval of the action taken
by the sister-Synod.

A reference from the Presbytery of Quebec for adjudica-
tion on a question of arrears claimed by the Trustees of the
Congregation of Winslow from the Congregation of Hamp-
den, or members and adherents thereof, was disposed of by
the appointment of a commission. An overture from the
Pregbytery of Ottawa, touching relief to the Chnrch of the
Waldenses, was adopted, and transmitted to the Genersi
Assembly.

The next annual meeting of the Synod of Montreal and
Ottawa was appointed to be held in Cornwall, and in St.
John's Church there, on the second day of May, 1879, at
half past seven o'ciock in the evening.

Huntïigdou, roth May, r8l8. JAMES W,&TSON, Clerk.

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

LESSON XXIII.

June?' } DANIEL 1,V THE LIONrS' DEN.

GOLDEN TEXT :-" My God hath sent His angel, and
hath shut the lions' mouthe, that they bave flot hurt
me "-Verse 22.

HOME STtJDIES.
M. Heb. xi, 32-40 ......... The triumphe of faith.
T. Acts iv. 13-31 ......... The àpostles' boldness.
W. Acts xii. 1in.......... Peter delivered.
Th. Acts xvi. 25-40 ......... Paul and Sulas in prison.
F. Dan. vi. 1-14 .......... The wicked conspiracy.
S. Dan. vi. 15-28 ......... Daniel in the lions' den.
S. Ps. lvii. 1in.......... God a refuge.

-HELPS TO STUDY.

The fait of Babylon was folowed by the promotion of
Daniel. He is made chief of ail the officers appointed by
King Darius. (Note 1.) This selection of Daniel is a
striking proof of his fame. The Medes came from the far
north-east and knew nothing of the Jews. The rare ability,
and integrity of Daniel must have been. very conspicuous to
have led a foreign conqueror to entrust him with power, and
make him thé head of the State.

.The other officers of state and rulers are jealous of hizu,
and conspire for his destruction. How closeiy they must
have watched him. But ail in vain. Daniel is go wise and
faithfui that they cannot find a single mistake or biexish to
give them an occasion against hîm. Then they seek to
make his religion the means of his overthrow, and in their
very plot they count upon and unintcntionaily do honour to
his steadfastness and immovable integrity. By appealing
to the vanity of the weak king, they contrive to have a law
enacted that none shahl offer prayer to God or petition to
man, save to the king himseif for thirty days under penalty
of deathby the lions.

DÂNIEL DOOMzD: Verses 14-17.
Daniel knew the law and knew the purpose-the foui plot

which had been laid for his life. But he faitered not. Not
in ostentation, but in steadfast devotion to duty he wor-
shipped his God as he did aforetime, kneeiing at his open
window three times a day with his face towards Jerusaiem.
In triumph his watchfui, enemies make haste to bring their
accusation against the man of prayer. They artfuliy beÈin
by setting before the king the force. of the decree whîch
cannot be altered. Thcy then set forth Daniel's offence as
a personal disregard and defiance of thaking himself. They
thus seck again to work upon his wcl-known vanity and
weakness.

The ing was ore displeased, chagrined and ashamed
of himself that ho allowed himself to be caught in thisamare.
M-ennow plànly sefls the e-nvious spnirit ofnthese men wh lo 
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markable confidence that Daniel's God would deliver him.
The den is closed and sealed. No escape is possible.

The nobles, in evident distrust of Darius,,add their own
seals to the stone. But ail these precautions serve oniy to
make the deliverance more signal. Compare Matt. xxvii.
6o, 66; Acts xvi. 24.

Do not make ra-sh promises, and neyer keep a wicked pro-
mise, as did Herod. Think before you promise. Care/ess,
tA<mghtless actions will surely be regretted.

II. DANIEL DELIVERED: Verses 18-23.
What a contrast that night betweén the king in the palace

and the victim in the den. In the palace remorse and
misery, and in the den, as afterwards was manifested, peace
and safety. The king- cannot sleep. He is tortured by re-
morse. For grief, hie cannot eat; and music cannot comn-
fort him. Very early hie arose and went to the den. lie
even hoped to find Daniel alive; and with a lamnentable
voice he called dut to him. And Daniel answered. He
is alive and rejoicing. My G od, he says as Thomas said,
IlMy Lord and my God;" and St. Paul said, "The, Son of
God who loved nie and gave Himself for me" (2 Tim. i. 12;
Heb. Vii. 25) hath sent His angel, (Ps. xci. Ii. Heb. i.
14; 2 Tim. iv. 17) and ahut the lions!' mouth. Uc as-

vierts his innocence before God. His heart condemuis him
not: I John iii. 21.

H-e who opposes God will fail; he who obeys God is sdfe.
God cares for those who walk in the path of duty.

There are three kinds of people in this story on whom our
earnest attention should be fixed. There is the accused,
strang in his goodness and faith; the accuaers, strong in
their wickedness and envy; the king, betweeni them, weak-
ness itacif.

i. Now there are far more people who are weak than who
are strong.- Even strength in sin is flot so common as sinfri
weaknesrs. And Darius, therefore, is the type and represen-
tative of multitudes. "Why," says achild, "I would neyer
have put a good man in the den of lions 1 " Well, it's rather
hard to say what you would do if you were a king, and had
a den of liens, and could put people there if you liked. But
at ail events you do this: you let yourseif be led by others
into wrong things which you would neyer have thought. of
alone; nay, not only led, but entrapped into them, and thus
faîl, not into the lions' den, but into the clutches of the
"6roariný lion that walkcth about, seeling whom he znay
devour. 'Many a boy's first great act of open sin comes
about in this way. And there is no peace in that lion's
grasp, such as Daniel experienced in the den. What a
wretched night Darius passed 1 What a wretched night has
many a boy and many a girl passed who has sinnèd tlirough
weakness! To have a good rest one needs a good conscience.

2. But somne, liile the princes, are strong, fierce, persistent
in their sin. A significant word occurs three times in this
chapter. It is the word " assembked, " verses 6, 11, xS. It
implies tumultuous haste, and is the same word used in Ps.
ii.: "1Why do tht heathen rage 1" What raging waves of
wickedness we sometimes have even among our Sunday
acholars 1 We can but look to Him who " stilieth the noise
of the *seas, the noise of their waves, and the tumult of the
people." (Ps. lxv. 7.) Take the very sin of these prinmes
--enr'y. Matthcw Henry well says that we sec in this nar-
rative "lthe cause of envy, and that is evcry thing that is
good," for it was Daniel s goodness that provoked it, (sec
Eccles. iv. 4,) and " the jeect of envy, and that is every
thing that is bad. " As Solomon says, 1'Who can stand be.
fore envy?" (Prov. xxvii. 4-)

3. Then we have Daniel, strong in Ais goodness, or rather
in his God. Wonderful must have been his conduct. To
quote Matthew Henry again: " If they could but have found
the mote, the mole hilI, of a mistake, it wouid have been
improvcd to the beam, the mounitain, of an umpardonable
inisdemeanor. " Yet they found not even that!1 Let us seek
to be "1blamelcs< and harmlcss, without rebuke, in the midat
of a crooked and perverse generation." (Phl. ii. i,) And
then his faith I It was that, as Heb. xi. 33 tells ns, which
6'stopped the moutha of the lions."é Lord, increase our fithi

But how was his fith fed? What air is to our bodily
life, regular prajier was to his spiritual life. As Cowper
sifigs-

idNeglectiisg prayer, we cease to fight;
~Prayer makes the Christian's armor brigît."

EXPLANATORY NOTES.

i. Darius the Mede, tIen sixty-týyo years old, is one of the
enigmas of sacred history. Till lately it was the fashion to
identify him with thc Cyaxares whqm Xenophon introduces,
in the " Cyropoedia,>' as the son of Astyagea. But in the
great prophccy of Isaiah it is Cyrus that takes Babylon; and
even in Daniel thc Fersians are the conquerors. Darius is
too old to be identified with Xenophon's Cyaxarps; and his
father's name is AAasueru:-, whach has no affüty with
Astyagcs, but which is tle very affl of CÇyaxazret, the father
of Astyages. This ta but one of many arguments in favor of
identifying Parius the Mede with Astyages himacîf. We
know that Cyrua trcated lis dethroned p)rodecessor with the
reatest honor, which he may have carried so far as to yield
hiies the outward rank of supreme king during hua ifetime.
The testimony of Herodotus, aud indeed of his own fate, to
thc weak character of Astyages, agrees entirely with the
impulsive sud vacillating conduct of Darius towsrd Daniel
sud lis enemies. Some chronological dificulties still re-
main; but, on the .whole, it seema moat probable that Cyrus
committed the civil goverument, with thé whole royal

authrity, to Astyages (Darius,) while e hismaîf was coin-
plcting his new conqucat, for s period of two years (B. C.
538-536, ) and that on the death of Psrius le assumed thc
sole sovcreignty (B.C. 5 36)-Witlam Smith.

2. Iu this two principles are involved: on1e, the existence
of a settled law or rute by which the king himseif; theoreti-
cally at any ratq, ia bound,. and which he cannot aller; the
other, thc inclusion under this law or rule, of the irrevoca-
bility of a, rco yàldecrec or promise. Boîh of Ihese principles

are rseguzd ai, Medo-Persic by profane wriîera. It wu'
ailetoCambyses, one of the most dcspotic of the Persian

(Herodotus iii. 3 1,) and Xerxes, sou of Pariua
(Herdotu L09-11II.)-Rawljson.


