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.THAI2NKSGIVLNG DA Y.

T HURSDAY, the twenty-second day of
November, will be observed throughout

the Dominion of Canada as a day of national
thanksg-iving,. The concurrent action of the
lieutenant-governors has led to the satisfac-
tory resuit of one and the same day being thus
observed by the entire community. The
twenty-sccond wili in consequence bc univers-
aliy observed. There will be a complete sus-
pension of business. It will be a universal
holiday. There will be the positive gain to
the people of having an additional public holi-
day at a period of the year xvhen it can be
utilized for the purposes of friendly and social
inktercourse. It will be well if this lead to the
appointment of a certain day every year for
thanksgiving. The present method of ap-
pointing the thanksgivin g day might resuit in
there being no such day observed, should our
worGi1y rulers for the time entertain different
ideas about thanksgiving, or should a scant
harvest, or other circumnstances intervene, that
wvould cause a dark and threatening cloud to
corne over our commercial horizon.

There will always be good reasons for
thanking God for the blessings of His provi-
dence. There may occur speciai harvests
whien it would appear as though the hand of
God were upon us. But even then it will be
found there is reason for specially thanking
God for His goodness. Nay, we should ad-
dress the throne of grace with ail the deeper
gratitude that notwithstanding the absence or
scarcity of certain blessings, we are still pre-
servcd in health and strength, and that our
brea-,d and water are made sure. But looking
over a large cycle of years-say twenty or
thirty-there bas not one occurred during
'which we were flot receiving largely of the
Lotunties of Providence. Harvests ofwonder-

Splenty have seemingly occurred with un-
erring periodicity. At other times, the fruit
crop has been unusually great, whîle it ma>
bc- that grain or roots have scarcely amnountec

o.îaverage production. In other years, au

abnormaliy plenteous hay crop may have
been followed by a iess than ordinary harvest
in the fali. Or it rnay be that the unpromis-
ing yield of the earlier crops has been followed
by an unprecedented abundance of the later.
But whatever may be the peculiar character-
istie of the harvest, it wili be found in the
average of years there is more than plenty for
man and beast. There is consequently ground
for thanksgiving every year. The Lord cornes
every year with His goodness. It would there-
fore be of advantage to havé thanksgiving a
fixed and permanent fact on our calendar, and
not to leave it any longer at the mere caprice
of some officiai ruler. It would then be in-
deed the people's day-the day of their own
choice-the day of their own appointment to
be devoted to the sacred purposes for which a
day of thanksgiving is to be set. apart.

If ever there wvas a year calling for special
national thanksgiving, it is the ont: th;ît is
now rapidly drawiug to a clcoe> F or one
thing, in point of weather it bas been most
enjoyabie.' The snow feUl in good'time and
in such quantity as to make the Newv Year's
holidays a time of hearty enjoyment. l'he
ground was most uniformly covered with its
beautiful garmient of snow, wvhich while pro-
tecting and nourishing the growing wheat,
appeared like myriads of brilliant jewels
reflecting the sun's rays in sparkling corrusca-
tions. Such a February as we hiad is a rare
experience, having united in itself the warmth
of grenial spring with such tenacity of cold-
ness as to preserv~e the smooth and well-
beaten sleigh roads. It wvas possible to take
long journeys'on the sleigh with its merry
bell-ringing, without experiencing the biting
cold of winter. Such nights for beauty and
luminousness as we then hiad it is impossible
to describe. The weather for weeks together
was simply .glorious. When at length Spring
came, and the snow and ice melted out of
sight, there followed a summer in every way
as remarkabie as the previous winter had
been. The iast summer presented such a
perfect balance of ramn and sunshine, of cool,
refreshing nights and bright warm days, 'of
stirring breezes and celestial calms, that it
wiîl long iive in our memory as a season of
unwonted beauty and pleasure, and be rank-
ed as one most conducive to the growth
and development of crops. The consequence
is that to-day we are rejoicing in overflowing
barns, in such crops of' wheat and other
grains as make the year an exceptional
one, in innumerable signs of a reviving com-
merce and of>times of great prosperity. We
have only to think on the different outlook
which this single harvest bas given to us, to
feel the untold blessings with which the pre-
sent year has been crowned.

Thursday of next week wîll be a high day
in ail our churches. Great congregations will
gather together ail over the land to render

* raise aind thanksgciving uinto the- cLrdrln

the nurture and admonition of the Lord, the
evidences of the divine favor and blessing of
the Lord being upon them, the proofs of a
growing attention to religious duties and of
reverence for Christian ordinances, and also
the goodly proportions to which the mission-
ary and benevolent work of the Church bas
attained.

We trust to hear of the suggestion of the
Rev. Dr. Cochrane to our churches to take up
a special collection for the d -ebt of Home
Missions on that day being universally acted
upon, and of the resuit being worthy of this
great scheme.

ED UCA TION.

T HERE are some people in the world
so very unsectarian, s0 extremely

liberal towards ail varieties of belief, inciuding
infidelity, that they would have their children
and the children*of others educated only in
secular matters, lcavingc them to educate
themselves and make their own choice in thé
matter of religion. In other words, in order
to give Christianity and infidelity fair play
they think it is necessary to train up their
children in infidelity. This is the class refer-
red to in the following extract:

"The question' of the retention of the Bible in the public
schools has developed some astonishing theories. The most
reisiarkable of thern, is what is known as the 'absolute secu-
lar' theory., That is, that everything of a religious nature
should be carefully weeded out of the schools, and that the
education given in themn should be nmade absolutely secular.
This theory svas invented by those who advocated the re-
inoval of thse Bible to meet the exigencies of their case; and
it has a specious appearance of liberality and logical force
which takes captive many minds. There is no better test
of any principle, however, than te see how it works, and
the working of this theoiry has just been shown in Chicago,
as we learn froni the "Adv'ance." it was proposed at a
meeting of the Board of Education to adopt Guyot s Physical
Geography as a text-book in the schools. The book is ane
of acknowledged excellence, and no objection could be
urgeci against on that score, nor could any member suggest
one of more value. But it was objected te that it taught
'theology' because, forsooth, it spoke here and there of the
world as the creation of God! Any one wbo has enough of
logical training ta draw a simple inference must see that this
objection was a perfectly valid one, if the secular theory of
education be the true one. By his own principles the
secularist is bound to insist that the very name of God is ta
be expurgated froni ail school text-books. But it is la be
hoped that every one of our réeiders has enough common
sense ta see that, though logical, the inference is supremely
absurd. Why, the choicest passages of English literature
must be exclùded froni our school readers; a scene fiom
Shakespeare or a passage from Paradise lost would be as
objectionable as Prof. Guyot's book. Then the classics must
be expurgated ; for if no reference can be made ta Jehovah,
surely it would be unfair te let Jupiter's name remain. And
what would become. of Aschylus and Deniosthertes of Virgil
and Cicero under this treatment? This' is 'secularismn' rua
to seed. We can can see but one outcomne of the secular
theory. Practically it amounts to this : The public schools
must nlot teach religion, but they nsay teach no religion as
much as they choose."

On the other hand some people are so very
1 sectarian, 50 very much afraid of having their

children led away from their own denomina-
tion that they will not allow the teacher of a
public school to tell the story of a Saviour's
love to his pupils, or to ask them a question
when they read the Bible as he would do
when they read one of their secular class-
books. 0f course, the teacher, if a Christian

1 at ail, must belong to some denomination.
r That is just where the trouble comes in. The

g rr-freatcaus of terror is that if he hie a Method-


