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The atmosphere and clements of motherhood in
which a child {s cradled and reared do more for it than
all else beside. Let Mosks be nursed by his own
mother, a believer in the Ged of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, and she will do more for his lifc in its essential
principles of frith in God and love to his people than
all the learning of Egypt is able to touch, far less
obliterate.  L¢ét JosEpi be taught by Rachel till he is
a lad of fifkcen years and his character is so matured
that ho can endure the fiercest assaults, as secing Hun

a“ho is invisible.

Fokn Newwlor's mother died when he was seven years
old, but he testified that to her care he owed that bias
to religion which with the co-operating grace of God,
reclaimed him and brought him back ¢» the paths of
peace.  Dr. Foknson relates that he never could furget
the pious injunctions of his mother, given when he was
too young to remember anything else.  Sir Charles
Reed bears wimess with special fecling to the same
experience.  This #s the rule: no doubt there arc
exceptions, but they are exceptions—and we beheve,
very few. The characters written carly on the clear
tablet of the heart by a mother's love are never erased,
never obliterated : Never! They are hke letters cut
in the bark of a young tree, they grow larger, longer
and broader every year. They are hke mnpressions
made on glowing iron, which when the 1on is cooled,
are held fast with all its mighty strength,

Now this fagt, undisputed and indisputable, touch-
ing a mother’s influence, is suggestive of some impor-
tant considerations. And the first is, ket the
molher skould be careful of her oton Speritual
{ife, 1 say Spiritual life because that is the_feundation
of all her life. 1t js on that that the whole outer and
upper superstructure is mised. The precept has the
profoundest meaning when applied to her. “A%wep thy
heart with all diligence, for out of it arc the. issues of
life” ~not thine own merely but thy child’s also. Thy
heart is where the child is cradled and schooled and
cultured. The coLoks and FoRMS and FACTS that
afterwards beautify and embellish, or darken and
destroy his life are all determined by yours. Your
heart gives the atmosphere and sunshinc in which the
child grows and developes. Remember that, and it
will enforce this consideration constantly.

1 often think that more care is taken of flowers
than of children. How they are cared fur and nur-
tured ! They arc planted in prepared svil, kept in a
suitable atmosphere, preserved against insects, and
scorching heat and freezing cold, that they may grow
and bloom. And yet that is the very kind of nusture
the child needs.  He is a tender sensitive plant in the
garden of life, and requires to be enfolded in an at-
mosphere of love, and carefully prescrved from cvery
hurtful influence.  Little things affect him mughtily .
for he is but alittle thing himself. The least defeas
in the Spiritual life of the home touch him de~uly and
tell upon all his future.  How much need o . o thete
for a swecet, healthful warm, pure Spiritual energy
the heart of the mother. which may make the sur-
roundings of the child all that they ought to be!

A second consideration is this, 2kaf the child should

Jbe kept constantly under the influence and an-
thorily of the Word of God. We have often read of
fathers and mothers taking their children to celebrated
men that they might lay their hands upon them and
speak to them some word of wisdom that might in-
fluence all their after Ife,  Against this I have nothing
toszy. Only 1 would urge that the mother should Ict
the child FEEL the hand of God upon his head, and
HEAR the voice of God speaking in his ear, whese
hand is morc magnetic and WHOSE voice is more wise
and tender and loving and inspiring than all others.
Canadian mothers may hear with the greatest advan-
tage and profit what was spoken long ago to Hcbrew
mothers on this point (Deut. vi. §-9). God’s law was
to be the theme of conversation—the primer and
sccond and third book—forthechild. The mind was
to be preoccupied by it—filled with the light and love
of it—charmed through it into godliness, T4¢ word
may be sown and not spring up immediately and bear
fruit, but we must ever remember that it is fncor-
ruptitle—*The incorruptible seed of the word ; and
if that is sown by the hand of motherly affection it will
surely some day bless the hearts -

A third consideration is this—F4a¢ waccasing
prayer should de made for the child In other
words, he skowid be committed to God, placed by prayer
in his hands. For the supreme wisdom alone sees
all evil and canprotect him against it, and KNows all
the future and can prepare him for it, and under-

stands what is best, and will confer that upon him.
P'rayer is no mystery to the mother; she sees deepest
of all into its very heart. At night while she sleeps
her infant cries, anid like a larum bell it wakes her at
once. The child-cry is always heard, and the great
God with his mother nature hears our cvery cry,
and answers quick and lovingly. 1 only menuon thus,
for I believe with Mre. Browning, that “m a wmother
undeliled, prayer goecth on in sleep as true and
puansiless as the pulses do.” But et me mention one
fact that gives a wide and wonderful sigmticance to
prayer. It s that fact which s the very central
thought of the book of Job, that which all the book
was wntten to allustrate and set forth, namely, that
the current of man's natural life 15 hable to the intes-
ference of spiritual agencies , that there are creatures
above our ken, mtelligences of vast puwer and wis-
dom who come in as factors in human existgnee and
of which we have no knowledge.  flow necessary is it
then to commit the child 10 God who knows all!
Under his carc only is he safc—perfectly safe.  Give
him as Hannah did, plead for him as the mothers of
Richard Knill and Samuel Budgett pleaded, whose
prayers were mflucnuial o their conversion.  Prayer
never fails, never fuls,

Summing up, every mstruction may be put into
this short rule, namely :—“ BE YOURSELF WHAL YOU
WOULD HAVE YOUR CHILDREN BE” This 1s the
greatest power in training a cinld: - Zyample ! and
as the proverb has it, Y example is stronger than pre-
cepty ? that 1s, precept is only in word, but example 1s
armed with all the cnergy of the hife, and life-power 15
greater than all other.  If you would hve your child
to be pious, be pious yoursclf. 1f you would have
your clild to be prayerful, truthful, gentle, pure m
thought and speech, gencrous in heart, noble in action
—then practise these virtues yourself.

Darothea Trudel, of Mancodorf, known alt over the
world now, as she who wrought woenders by sunple
prayer, tells us that it was her mother's example that
taught her the mystery.,  She saw what she learned,
living before her eyes.  She walked in the presence of
it and it felt upon her like the sunlight, and penetrated
and fitled her whole nature.  Ab, that is the great
secret in honie culture,

We are to seek graces in our children through the
gracivus power of our own life, and let me assure you
there is no grander work here ; NONE that repays s0
well; NONE that BLESSES our own hearts so such !
Of such amother it is written “ Aoy children arise wp
and call ker blesseld.” They arca monument to her
praise.

Children so trained arc the greatest aid the Sunday
Schoal can have ! Hence, mothers arce cither helpers
or hinderers of this work. They scnd cither the roch
to tuc plough and the secd, or the prepared soil, that
soon 1s covered with luxurianm fruitage.  Mothers, 1
ask you to-day to be earnest, devoted co-workers with
yout Sunday School band, that 10t may all rejoice
together over the conversion of the children.

CHILDREN OF THE CHURCH.

The article under the above heading in the last
issue of THE PRESBYTERIAN I read with great inter-
est, in which the remissness of the Church towards
her young members is clearly set forth. It 1s surely
not creditable to the Church in the last quarter of the
nincteenth century, that the position of children in the
Church remains undefined by her, or rather that she
fails to recognize their position as assigned them by
the Head of the Church. As you truly observe,
the Saviour's declaration ¢ surely scttles the question ;”
and your reasoning as to their right of being recogniz-
cd uas members, I think 1s incontrovertible. While
agreeing with you thus far, I felt great disappomntment
at the meagreness of the remedy you propose. Sure-
ly if they are recognized by the head of the Church as
members, their right to be enumerated in the Church’s
records as forming part of her membership is indis-
putable.  If they are members in virtue of their birth
and baptism, should not the Church hold them amen-
able to her discipline until for immorality or contum-
acy theyare cutoff?  And since the Church has judg-
ed-them fit subjects to be participants in one of her
sacred ordinances, where is her scriptural authority for
depriving them of the privilege of parucipating in the
other? From the first part of your article in -which
you shew the Church’s deficient treatment of her
young members, I expected to find you advecating a
liberal-policy—one establishung them in all their rights

of mdmbership, instead of which, your remeds isonly
to the extent of pernutuny them to be “spectators
from the gallery or somo other cunvenicat place,” with
an ov _astonal word addresseql to them by the pastor.
Poor comfort tlus to the Jambs of the flock, to be per-
mitied only to behold frum afar the feast of the fat
things distnibuted from their Father's table, Surely
that 15 nut fulluning the exanple e set his disuples
as to the manncr in which they were to recene and
treat the lambs of the flock. ~Wherr, [nught here ask,
15 the distinction between the baptized child of the he-
liever, and the unbaptized?  Are the latter not to be
permstied a seat i the gallery? By such treatieent,
the baptized Juld of the Chastian s placed m an (n-
fenior pusition to the cnld of the Jew under the Mos-
e dispensauon, fur they were noc only pernutted but
commanded to participate in religious ordinances, the
naturc and meaning of which they could not under-
stand.  If then the Jewish child was a fit subject for
partucipating i a commemorative ordinance, how is
the child of the Chnstian uniitted for the like dutics,
and where is the scrptural authonity for depriving them
of that privilege? I am aware that that passage
m 1 Cor. x1 29, will be brought forward, and their
want of ability to “ discen” urged as a reason why
they should be excluded. A candud examination of
that passage will show that the rights of children to all
the privileges of membership was not the theme of the
Apostle.  Adults were the transgressors; therefore
adults were the parties addressed.  Again, it was not
the want of mental capacity to “discern,” but the per-
version of that capacity that was condemned by the
Apostle.  This passage and Mark xvi. 16, shald be
cxplamed by the same rule of interpretation ; both
were addressed to adults , and therefore 1t is a musap-
plication to apply their restrictions to childven.

The Church by admitting children to all the privil-
cges of membership %ould thereby put in practice the
commands of her Divine Head, for hus last instructions
were to make “disciples of all nations,” and “then
teach them to obscrve,” etc., whereas our Church of
the present day reversed this order, by insisting upon
their being taught first, and then when a certan
amount of instruction has been received, making them
disciples. Were the scriptural order followed, great
benefits nould result to the Church, the children of
members would be trained ap to feel that they werean
integral part of the Church, and not mere spectators
of her sacred rites and ceremonics ; it would have a
hallowed influence in restraining them in the hour of
temptation , and they would also be kept from stray-
ing into other communions when they grew up. To
those whou will say that this system would destroy the
distinction between the Chaich wnd the world, and fill
the church with the unconverted, 1 would say doesthe
present systemn keep the uncomverted cut?  The Lord
will know His own when He comes in to inspect the
guests.  The senants’ duty is to fill the guest cham-
ber, and aot to sitin judgment whether or not every
guest has put on the wedding garment.

King, Oct. 8thy 1877. LQuiry.

NOTES FROM ELORA, WELLINGTON €O,

(By an Uceasionat. CoRRESTONDENT.)

Wellington ~there is magic in the word, and one at
once thinks of the rattle of musketry and.goar of can-
non, and goes back in thought to a time when thedes-
tiny of nations was decided. \Whetherthe namegiven
to this splendid county has any connection with the
hero whose name it bears, I am not sufficiently inform-
ed to say, but once thing surc is that when the history
of Canada will be written the County of Wellington will
occupy no unimportant page. The history of this.
county dates back to 1829, when the woodman's axe
begun to do duty, from which time its progress has
been rapid and uninterrupted. Wellington County
contains a populatica of about 65,000, of which about
two-thirds are Canadians, the others principally are
British settlers and-Americans.

For a sample of a healthy, active, industrious Cana-
dian, this county will' probably furnish the best. The
farms are well fenced and exhibit a high state of cul-
tivation, while the dwelling houses are substantial and
comfortable, and many of them costly and ornamental.
Guelph is the county town, and from its progress of
Iate years 1 expect to hear of itsambition being shortly
gratificd by being gazctted a city.

ELORA
is-an important town, within thirteen miles of Guelph,



