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and the study of nttural objeets and of standard scientifie workcs woffld forni
a substitute for the study of - tîaeted " writings.

This, I must repeat, is a pur-ely ideai sclîeine, and one whieuî nxay îîever bo
actually realized, but it will lielp lis to conceive of soiiiething mûre p)rltetieill.
'For its realization wvoigd certaiinly accolerate the rate of social advaucement
ini soine sucli way as the artificial development of doînesticated aniniais atnd
cultivated vegotables, throughlî hunian loresiglît and intelligence, lias accole-
rated their natural developnîent due te the blind strugglo for existence. For
it is just this blind struggle for existence tlîat sociely, as a great organisa),
lias been thus far making, and is still niaking, wh'lile the proposed Sy'stein is
nothing more than the application to society o>! tbat foresight and intelligenice

awhich artificial selection applies tn' organie nature.

* TE RE LATIONS 0F TLANGLAGE TO TH{E THINI<ING PIIOCESS.

1W TEE LATE THOMAS H. HIUXLEY.

TacuGil we may accept Hume's conclusion tliat speechless animais9 tlik,
rbelieve, and reason, yet it miust be borne in iiiid that timere is an important

différence betwveen the signification of the ternis wlien applied te thein anîd
'vhen applied, te those animais which pcssess language. 'fli thouglits of the
former are trains of mero feelings; those of the latter are, in addition, trains
of the ideas of tis signs whiich represent feelings, and which are called
<words.",
-A word, in fact, is a spoken or written sigmi, the idea of wbich ib, by repe-

tition, se closely associated Nvith the idea cf the simple or coînplex feeling
which it represents, that the association becoines indissoluble. No E n.gl6lih-
man, for example, can tbink of the word CIdog " without iînmediately haviimg
the idea o! the group of impressions to which that Dasse is given; and, con-
versely, the glroup o! impressions immediately enlie up the idea cf tho word

The association of words with impressions and ideas is the process of
naming; and language approaches perfection in proportion as the shades of
difference betwveen varions ideas and impressions are represented by differences

eini their naines. Vie names cf simple impressions and ideas, or of groups c£
*coexistent or successive. complex impressions and idle<n, coimsidered per se, are

substantives; as redress, dog, silver, mouth; iwhile thîe nasses of impressions
*or ideas considered as parts or attributes o! a complex whole, are adjectives.

Thus redness, considered as a part of the ceniplex idea of a rose, beconies
Cired ;" flesh-eater, as part cf the idea of a dog, is represented by '«carîîi-
vorous; " whiteness, as part cf the idea cf silver, is CvIit, and bo on.

The linguistie machinory for the expression cf belle! is called predlication;
and, as ail beliefs express ideas cf relation, we may say that the sign of pre-
dication ie the verbal symbol o! a feeling cf relationi. T1he %vords wbichi serve
te indicate predication are verbs. If I say CI silver - and then CIwhite," 1

*mereiy utter two nanles ; but if I interpose hetween t'.em the verb "Iis," 1
express a belle! in the cc-existence cf the feeling of wliiteness witlh theo othtr

tfeelings which constitute the totality of the coînplex idea. of silver; in otmer
words, I predicate CI whiteness " cf silver.

luI sucb a case as timis, tie verb expresses l)redicaticn and notlîing else, and
*is caiied a "lcopula." But, i13 the great niajority cf verba, the word ils theo

sifn cf a icomplex idea, and the predicatitin is expressed only by its form.
T Tjus, in ' silver shines," the verb CI te ehine " is die sign for the feeling cf
brightnèss, and the iuark o! predication lies in the form -"sliine.s."

Anothor resuit ia brougb abu bytefrsc eb.B liglit modiii-
Ilcations they are made te indicate that a belief, or predicationi, is a nmemory,

or 18 au expectation. Thus CIsilver shone " expresses a memory; silver ivill
shine " Au, expectation.

Tho formi of words which expresses a predication is a proposition. Hence,
revery predication ie the verbal- equivaletit cf a belief ; and as every boe!e is

either an immediate consciousness, a memcry, or an expectation, anîd as every
ex .pectatien is traceable te a memory, it foliows tîmat, in the long run, ail pro

-positions express either immediate etates cf coneciousness or memories. The
proposition svhich predicates A cf X muet mean, eitber that the fact is testi.
fied by my present conisciousness, as whien I say that two colors, visible at
this moment, resembie one another; or that A ie indissolubly associated with
X in memory; or that A is indissolu.bly associated with X in expectation.
But it bas already been shown that expectation 18 only an expression cf
memory.-Lifc of Humec.
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