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WHT-AT MAX' BE I)ONE FOR TEIE MUTUAL APPROACH 0F
CHRISTIANS 0l' IIFFERENT DENOMINATIONS.

BV REV. W'. T. ITUNTER, D.D.

W HAT is Christian union? W~eare often told thiat it does flot
niean organic union; thiat unity and di-
versity are flot incompatible, and thiat in
ail the works and iways of God we sec
the greatest possible diversity with the
niost perfect unity off purpose and de-
sign. But becau.,e God lias stuidded the
heavens with greater and lesser liglits;
because He lias separated continents by
oceans and appointed national boun-
daries; because He bas adorned the
earth îvith an infinite varicty of land-
scape, hli and dale, and cnrichced the
vegetable kingdorn to bring forth ever-
changing hues; because I-e his set the
solitary in farnilies, and lias so consti-
tuted society as to call forth competi-
tion in trade aind commerce, are we
hence to conclude thiat the saie variety
and competition in Church polity, doc-
trine and operation is a part of the Di-
vine plan ? I cannot sec it in this liglit.
In mny thought ill this diversity ini His
spiritual kingdonî is the result of human
imperfel-tion. jcbn Calvin and Jolin
Wesley foughit many a battle on the field
of hunian interpretation ; but they have

settled ail these controversies long ago.
On every one of the five points they per-
fcctly agree now, and 1 thaiik God that
their foilowers are beginning to see that
the sovereirnty of God and ihie freedom
of the human will are not opposite, but
paraliel lines. 1 believe in organic
union. I look for an ultimate organic
union of ail Protestant churches and I
emphiasize the word Protestant, for I be-
lieve that the sacerdotalism refcrred to
by Prof. Scrimger will ere long take its
party to Rome. I speak of Evangelical
Protestantisin, and look for its ultimate
organic union. I knowv that mnany good
people regard the idea as visionary and
ask us to consider the absurdity of a
cosmopolitan systei of governaient, a
cosmôpolitan chanîber of commerce, or
one great firm to transact the business
of the world. But I beg thern to re-
member that Christ!s kingdonî is unique.
ItI recognizes no geographical boun-
daries, no national restrictions, no con-
ventional distinctions, but overleaps all
these and enîbraces the ivbole hunian
race. And do not ail denominations re-
cognize this fact and inscribe upon thecir


