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%wliil needs no ver>' heavy pressure ta protice a usettil
lesson. I wotl not be the person ho depreciate unduiy
the so.caiied noni-esseontials of reli.gion, btut iley shoulti
flot, iii the least, iuîterefiero %ith essentials ; nor shotild

one principle interfère wvitii ;uothier vhich is more essen-
liai titan itseii. Clîrists injunetion ta preacht the Giospel
îiîroughiout the worid %vas explicitly untierstani anid actedl
upon iront the davs of Steplici ; whle doctrinal thîeoiogy
was front its ver ' infancy at variance witli itsehi, iii the
twvo main types of Paulinistil anti Jtîtaism. Dogmia ina
ho nlecessary 10 chîeck liercsy. but liov inan>' cases of
disciplinte occur in our evangelical ciuurclies ut coin jarisoit
witlt the vastlv greater wvork oi* bringing pteole 10 Christ?
Andi I wiil anticipate a possible objection here b)y ak
htot many were kept fromn heavin- their l)articular denorni-
nationt-ta say :tothiing oi hapl)isng-bucatise of tîte exist-
ence of any special doctrines in tijeir Chureit ? It seins,
tiierefore, Iliat the question of union shîould ho con-
sidered ini ils practical bcarisigs especciaiiy-- tîtat mere lire-

juthices or even-stroiig convictions shoulti give way ta the
bronder considerations ai utii:y anid effi eacy in the extun
sion of the Kingdomn of Christ tlîrotugiioît tue wvorid.

PNIREACHERS AND PREACIIING.-Il. a

preches. it he resyteiinCliirc oftheUnitetd
States, t1w prescrit aspect oi thc case is giving inucît

cause for alarn. Tite supply is cvcrywiiere far short oi
tite demanti. Front cvery corner of the vast home rield,

there are catis for mon. ant iire are no mon ta responti.
In Northcrn Michuigan and Wisconsin, many lomne
,,%ission Stations are unstipplied, just for te reason ta

mon cannot bc Itat. Dr. 1 lerrick Johnson. it huis fanions
sermon before the General Assembhy ii «May last, speak-
ing on titis subject, said: "'rTite Cîturcit is swifitiv
approaching. if site is not in lte actual presence ai a
calamity." Let nie present a fe%% facts. In z882 tucre

~Vcre 5,744 ciaurches. If in addition to the Home andi
Forcign Missionaries, th stateti supplies, ail tue profès-
sors un aur coliegos ail tcachiors anti editors, antd others
wlto were ordained for the ministry, wvere given a field,
there would stili rcmnain unsupplioti over 6oo citurches.
Thiere wouid ho some hope if we coulti point 10 an
increasing number ai candidates for the ministry; but
,what, are thc facts ? lIn 1870 therc wcre in the varions
Theological sominaries 467 candidates; in z882 tiiore are
only ten moro. WVhite tue bouints ai tite field, both
Hoame antd Farcign. are incrcasing with a greater rapidity
thuan ever belorc, yet, since 1877, tic number of candidates
far the ministry lias bcen constantiy decreasing. ln the
Canada Prcsbytcrian Church matters are in a-somewhiat
simuilar state. The supply is by no means adequate ta
the demanti.

What cause can bc assigneti for titis alarming suite af
things ? lis il hecause ai the trials ai the niinistry?; Is.

it hecauiso of îiîeir iniadcqtiate support ? Is it the induce-
ment of more promising prospects lin other callings ? It
is noue of' tiiese. Nor is it becauçe of the superior
qualities, mental anti othiprvise, that are requireti. None
of tiiese, nior ail of theni comhîned, will keep a mian back,
wlio wouli (Io honor to lus sacred proression. l'le secet
of the iviioIe ciflictilty lies i n the fact, tlint the, Chutrjii
lias becoi rationalistie in the mnatter of niijuisterial
supply. WVe have bectn expecting the law of supply anti
deiîîaîd to prevent a deartli of ininisters, in the saine wav
that it preveuits a dcarth of laborers, or unerchants, o r
Iawyers The la.t (tocs not applv, hecauise in rega.rdl to
the iniistrv, a siew elenient nitst andi(docs enter in. 10

whichi no law of political or commercial science can
apply. lin the supply of preacliers of the Gospel, wve have
lost the Spiritual elcment -, %w have lost siglit or the
divine Iaw of Christ in titis most imiportant of aI ques-
tions-the stupply of laborers ta catry on Ilis work.
Whlen hoe saw tie fields whîite uinto the iîarvest, lie dii flot
consider a priniciple of political cconomny equai to the
case. Tite demand is in the liîart of the Masteranti His
iollowvers. - I>ray ye, thiercrore, the Lord of tue iîarvcst,
thiat lie wotIld senti fortit laborers." And titis muîst bc
tie prayer of tie Clitirch to-day, if site wouid wvard off
the grcatest calatnity that can befahl her-a famnine of
l)reachers. H oiv seidom is the praycr heard, ini our
ciaurches to-dav, that tc Lord of' the harvest woid raiso
ni) toso who shall give their lives to the work of prcach-
in- the cverlasting gospel. Anti wly ? Because the
churches expect the wliole question to rcgulate itscif by
a naturatl awv. They do not pray for preachers, for the
saine reason that tiioy do flot pray for the increase or
decrcase of allier professions. It wvill adjust itscli. 0,
thtat the day mniglit return, wlien we shall hear of mothers,
on bendod knees, giving their sons ho God in the ministry 1
'May the lune rcturn, when the hionors attacheti to weaith
ami position shall appear insig-nificant, conipareti witIl the
greatur dignitv ai being cailed-to prociaimt ta men the self
sacrifice of Christ, anti the moral ircdoîn which he brings.

Wlien we pray for tic progress of the Gospel, whcen we
look abroati andt sc the fieldis ready for the sicklc, let
te cry go up froin every pttlph., 41Send forth laborers."

Antd what of tue nicans to scnd them forth-? WVe nccd
have no fears. Tite Spirit that offers men to the service
of Christ is one wvith the Spirit that offers nicans to send
theni forth. Let aur prayers bc equally carncst for both,
anti God wvill flot wviliiold. Surely an intelligent view of
the circumstanccs, and the catis for preachers that arc
coming to the claurches af America, front cvery corner of
the vast fieldi, will give us a portion of the intcnsity and
enthusiasm, whichi filled the heart af Christ, who saw-the
time, notwithstanding the faithiessness ai His followers,
when through the prcaching ai His glorious gospel, He
should reccive the lieathen fqr an iqlheritance.
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