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Arcund thé Winter-Hearth.

Draw up your chairs ; the panes are white
0-' x
With winter-growth, the ferns of frost;
Without the old elm tioans to-night ;
Its Jong, bare arms are wrung and tossed.

The gates on froze’s fiinges creak,
The rude wind rattles door and sash;
And whers it smites the whitening cheek
1t stings dnd tingles like a lash.

Upon the path the hardy snow

Laughs, chuckling at the heavy heel ;
And where the laden waggons go

It groans and sighs beneath the wheel.

The white smoke, lifting fold on fold,
Writhes, snake-like, beateti in the alrs

Tho man in the moon looks pitiched and eold,
The heavonly lantterns wink and flive.

But bring choice apples from the bius,
And crack the nuts, whilé in the hedt
The corn its mimic fight be ing—
The skirthish, baitle, and retreat.

And pass the worldy of sprightly speccf\,
The brisk retorts of wit and jest;
Give laughter casy room, and each
In turn inake mirth for all the rest.

Tell the old talks, afid disee agaln
Lot the deep-burielt getii loosd ;
Sing uonsense songs—we'll not disdhin
Phe melodies of Mother Goose.

So let the crazy norther roar ;

Snug by this heapth wo Will not mind ;
To-night be writtex o'er’ our door,

« Who enters here leave care behind.”

«T desiro to form a League, offensive and defensive, witli
every soldicr of Clivist Jestls Yemdoht Wealey.

Is this Pradcticable ?

Tug young men and women of otir suveral
Leagues are, as o rule, employed, and do not have
Jeisure to visit dnd work ds they hontstly desire to
do. Tf there is a league Whose membbrs ave very
busy and can afford to do it, let me suggest a plan :
LEmploy some young man of young woman (great
cate must be exercised in making a selection, but
the pastor can adviso) at a stated salary. It sixﬁu[l
be his duty to go wherever he is sent, to visit the
members; to call upon strangets, & ihvite children
to the Sunday-school, and all to to the league
\neet.il;gs and the church service, to visit the sick,
to go on drtdrids of ntetey and help, to bring names
to pastor, supérintéiident, and president. What &
world of good he coulll dot How the League, the
Sunday-school, iiid the Ohtideh Would iiciease in
niinbsis. Epitdrih Herdld. .

HOME AXND CHOOL,

3

U.e the Pludge. i
A1 a reeent conveution gt Howddh, Mish, Hev !
15 B Baerolt wrged sll Epwoth Lo wgoes to wew
the ‘.l( due. The.e 1. It fm-
nishes o particulr aim —an essentiad i everything
2 It bas a bmding €oree, and inereaws the feelinyg
of ubligation, 3 It lus an impeiing foree. Oune
is ineited by the fuet of having made 2 pledue, 4
The pledge helps to torm o it of dofny, and thus
duty becowes ensy and pleasnrdide. A, Piedges
buve been proven ureful m societios vefarms, poli-
ties, aud churches.  Analogy suwgests s u-eful-
ness here, 8. {ts propriety may be uferred from
the faot that the Bible is full of pledurs, esvennts,
and caths. 7. The League pledge s espeeinlly
advisable, as it 1s simply a promise that every young
person ought to aake when he gives limself to
Chvist.— Epworth Herald.

were his reasonsg

Epworth League Notes.
(From the Epwcorth Herald,)

—~The long winter evenings will soon bb here
Plan to take the Epworth reading course.

—¢The empty pews soon filled up when the League
took hold.” 'L'tiat is the testimony of a pastor not
a thousand wiles fiom the spot where this para-
graph was written.  We rejoice with him.

~The wise League pre~ dent organizes his forces.
He doveinps his chapter by giving it something to
do. The unwise president discounts the ability of
the chapter, and insists upon deing about every-
thing biwself,  While he groaus under the burden
the people look on in mute astoni~lment, and won-
der what he is waking such » fuss about!

—A Montreal brewer built a chureh and inscribed
this upon it : * This chutch was erected by Thomas
Molson at his sole expense  Hebrews, eieventh
chapter.” Some of the McGill college wags got a
ladder one night and alteved the inscription to
wake it vead: *“'This church was evected by
Phomas Molsou at his soul’s expense. He-brews
(tlouble) XX.” ‘The boys made » pomt.

—he Baptists of Jowa held a large convention at
Des Moines recently. Its most important item of
business was the organization of o state young
people’s union. 1t is wodelled somewhat after the
Bpworth League, and the work of organizing is to
be pushed with enthusinsm. We congratulate our
Baptist Liethren upon their practical wisdom in
providing for the culture of their young people
through an organization controlled by their own
Chureh,
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£n Unexpected Aide-de-Gamp.

Tug following ancedote of the great Duke of
Wellington was 1elated to his friend and biog-
rapher, Dr. Gleig, late chaplaiin-general to Her
Mujesty’s forces :

On the field of Waterloo, the Duke was sitting
on his charger, Copenhagen, watching the progress
of the battle. His aides-de-camp were all away on
different ervands, when a little man, on a rough
pony, rode up to him, and, touching his hat, said:
« Please, sir, any orders fof ¢Todd and Morrison g
The Duke replied :

“No ; but will you do me o service $”

The little man assented with great pleasure.

«Go,” said the Duke, *“to that officer "—-point-
ing him oat——* and tell Iiim to refuse a flank.”

"T'ho little man rode off, and duly and safely exe-
cuted liis commission. He then retarned to the
Duke, and told him he had dono what he wanted.
The Duke thanked him, and said that perhaps
soine day he might be able to do him & servie in
retitth. The little man touched his hat, and ro o

Yoars afteoruatds the Dake vedo s the gty
aped, Stopping at the doea of the oslshdndion ar of

UL wers Todid and Mo on, dagmueed 38 there wos

any one e teew vmploy whe lad aced s ther
peent in Flanders at the time of the Bautle of
Waterloo  Ingainy was made, and it was fouad
thot the Litthe mau wes sl on their stadfl, and on
the premiseat the time. The Dahe asked to be
allowrd ta see him, The little man came.  The
Dube oked hiw if remembered the incident above
related.

“ Yes, perfectly so!™ was the reply.

« Ave you vomfortable 17 asked the Dake.

“ Yes, sir—fairly so: but I nin getting old, hove
a wife aud family, and shall not be able to keep wy
present position much longer.”

The Duke put dewn the mdn’s Asme and nd-
dress, and rode away. In a few days time the
man reccived a missive from “ F. M. the Duke of
Wellington,” appointing him to a sitiecure oflice,
with emolument sufficient to protide for him and
his to the end of his days.

.y

Bits of Fun.

—Miles O’Reilly, Miles Rourke, and Miles Finne-
gan are prominent Irish Natiohalists. There are
thus three Miles in the Irish Land Lengue.

—Bobby was inspecting the new baby for the
first time, and his dictum was as follows: “l
s'pose it’s nice 'nough, what there is of it,” he snid,
without enthusiasm, “but I'm sorry it ain’t a
parrot.” .

~—An old enginecer says, “If you get a cinder in
your eye dou’t rub it, but rub the othor gye.” This
may be good advice to follow, bite ihek 18 & fellow
to rab when he gets a cinder in éach eye at the
same time?

—Small boy (outside of base-ball grouhds)—
« How many’s on de groun’s, Jimmy 15

Jimmy (cooling his eye at a knot-hole)—*"Bout
four t'ousand.”

Small boy—* Plice an’ all ”

Jimmy—*No, includin’ the plice "bout fi’ t'ou-
sand.”

—Willie Anderson was a resident of Kilsyth,
and was one of the thinnest men ever seen, heing
vwq perfect rickle o’ banes.” He wag continually
ailing, and one day, on the doctor visiting him and
asking him where he felt the muost pain, he re-
plied : «YWeel, doctor, I'm that thir thas I dinna
ken whether it's a sair stomach of # sair back.”

—An Irishman, writing to ‘his wife, who was
still in **ould Ireland,” began his letter by making
the following sutprising statemiowt: *It's & foine
counthry, Bridget, an’ no inistaké. I've this day
put phwat they call an inshooraticsd dir Ine loife, an’
if T'd fall down a ladder wid me hod an’ break me
neck to-morry, faith an’ I'd get $25 & wake as long
as I'm dead. It’s a foine counthry, that’s phwat
it is.”

—On returning home from skating during last
winter's severe frost a gentleman was surprised to
receive the congratulations of his fawily un his
happy escapé from drowning. Ho thonght sonie-
body had been playing a joke on thei, #nd ltaghed
heartily until he fornd that his best suit of tlothes
had been given o the tintt Wwho had brbught the

news, and who said he had been sent for somé dry
clothes.

—The Sauntever overheard the following the
other duy : Two labourers met upon « street corner
and one of them with kindly interest asked,

« How ave you doing, Pat1”

«(, finnly, man; never did better i My Iifd.”

« What are you working at$”

«(, I'm a real estate conveyancér.”

« Aud what in honour’s name is thiat'?”

off.

«Why, T'rh diiving « duinp-cirt, indn.”
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