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-God -Save the Boys.
BY-MRS. FRANK 4 SKCK.
God -savo ‘the dear -boys—they are pro.
clous—
Mny -right-ev'ry victory -win—
Oh, list-to the-prayers now ascending,
And'save the dear boys from ail _sin,

The death-traps of Satan are-many,
And fain would ho lure them within,
Thoy noed—oh ! they need thy suro-sale-

guard—
God, suro tho dear boys from their slu,

Romember the-love of -fond fathers,
-Remember -tho_mothers who pray,

Thelr hopes In their darlings are
"~ -centred— .
-God,-save the-dear childron=to-day.

And pity-the-boys-worse than orphaned,.
For sad-has-thelr-heritago been;
he -of-parcnts d—
©Oh ! Baviour, savo these from thelr sin.

Oh ! broand-is-the path-some are_going,
‘Unheoding, the-dangers -therein,

And wild aro the oats somo_are sowlng -
-God, save the-dear -buys-from all sin!

Help them to-remember the reaping,
Savo all from tho “ wages of sin” ,

‘Let'good sceds bo tuund.in thelr keeping,.
And-harvests of-good gathered in.

Chorus—
God, save-the -dear boys {—Cod, save
the dear- boys !
Thou- knowest-the-strongest .may fall,
From peril,_from snare and temptation,
We pray thee, O lord, save them ail.

ABOY OF TO-DAY

Julia- MacNair Wnight,

Author. of ** The House on the Bluff,"” etc.

CHAPTER XVIIL
TUE SECRET OF SUCCESS.

“Hetlo! saild Heman, you here,
Happer 2 1- didn't ‘know but you- had’,
skipped. Come, sit-down on the steps,
How are you 7 o B

“I'm all-right. 1 got work tbo_first
thing. 1 found.-a -place-for my- dinner
and supper,”but as_you asked me to come:,
and.sloep-in-the shop sgain, I came.” =

“7Thats -right,”* sald Aunt "Drexy.

“ QOur way's-poor; wo can't=do_for folks
-a8 we did° when we had our farm and
the-nlce-house, but-we like to entertain
strangers all-the same; It's only.common-
Christlanity,  You'll: stay -to- breakfast,
You ought to have come in-to tea.”
"~ “Thankee!  You're-very -Kind, mis--|
tress, but-l didn't ‘want to intrude. 1
wish what you call-common Chrlatianity
was-a-deal more common, It would
-help keep many-a-poor-fellow_up.”_

*Jt-you pald_for dinner and tea,” sald-
Heman, “ it-took your last cent. “How'll-
you get on-now " _

1 found-a-boarding-place, and-I'll be
pald -Saturday. I dKin’t mind laying-
out my last cent.”

- Likely-it-saved you-a ‘last chance,’”
sald Heman:-dryly. .

* Mebbe it did.  But I'don t have such
thirsty spells as I-had last-night every’
day. It may not come-on me again.
for-threo or-four weeks.”

] see,” -sald Heman, * you'll have
“board and -washing -to pay, and- 0mo |

_shoes-and clothes-to buy, so_you'll keep
tow in porket for-a while. Then,-When.:
you have a week’s wages to-the-fore, it-
will-begin to sing.ln your-pocket, ;lut
chanee ! izst chance! and when -you
take out a dollar it will wink and-gleéam
1iko that whiskey-botlle last night, and-
you're a.gomer! Jt would be-a-good-

thing-if you had some one to keep your
money for you. Aunt D'rexy takes care
ot all-ours.”

*Qh, but. Heman,” cried Aunt- Espey,
zealous that no reficction-should be cast™
“» you never- had longings”

upon -her boy, " ¥
w go.to saloons With your money.

*“No” sald Heman, “but it-I'd-k
money rattiing in my pocket, and hadn't.
felt that-1 wanted to save it all to_buy-
tho dear-old-farm-back, there's no tell-
ing what 1.might_have fallen into. I'm’
pretty sure 1 mighc have learned -to
smoke, and-1 might have begon on.beer,
or had-the -habit of :staying out-nights
ip alt kinds of-foolish shows. ~ Oh,-it.is-
« -rare -good thing to have some one

hoit r money, and some §ood-cause.

to-lay-it up for™ .
_Aunt-Espey- thought if-the, lose of'the

farm had-gous-far t0-make-her Hemdn-f .

was. she- could bear”
‘Happer £hook
“Wall, I .had-

the-fine- fellow “he- wa
the loss” of-the farm.
Bls ‘kgad and.sighed.

only .my sister, poor girl, and 1-felt too
_blg and man-like to.let-her hold me.in—
.more-fool 1! 8he might-have done me
‘good.  She's better than I-am. Somes
times as-1 {ook at {t, it seems no use for
mo-to-try to-maks s fight with so many-
odd:;:ulmtme."

, COME Now, young man,” sald-
Uncle ‘Rins, “there's Leon fights won
-agninst the biggest ‘kind- of odda, 1
4 could -tell “you_a_ditty-about that, and-it-|
you-show as-much pluck as the fellows
fn tho ditty, you'll come gut ahoad and-
bo your own man yet. This ditty my
grandfather told mo, and ho had it-from
& consin -of-his who_ went over so-far
-West, tlear to-tho Missourl-River,-in the
twcnuu.. There was a littlo village-
calied Coto Saus Dessein, on tho river
-bank, and it was- mostly French, 1
-don’t care for French people myself,-
-they speak such_a heathonish- langoage
-without any moeaning -to it; -but thers-
-wero-nlco folks iIn that place. The vil-
lage had-a stout fort on account of the
-Indians,-and one time-nll tho men folks
-wero_off_on an expedition ‘cept-a very-
old man, Rol, and -his_son- Louls, also
A man with-a-broken-log, lying In-bed,.
and another man, a kind of tdiot. -Louls
-Rol was middle-aged, -und there were
&-lot of women-and-children, Louils
Rot found that a horde of Indians wero-
on the-way to-capture-the fort, 8o- he
hwrrled all bls people into the fort;
carrying-all -the water, milk and bread-
"they- could-take, Then he sot the-wo-
men to ‘loading all the muskets, and-|
-when tho Indlans came -up and.called
them to surronder,” Louls Rol said

Nover ! 1 his silly French way—and-
l—dcn‘: sco how tho Indians could under--

!
'

stands

**Qutsldo- there- wero three- hundred
braves, -whoopiug, yelling, and ing, |
-and_ono man for-an army inaide with a“
crowd of-wonion folks to load his guna !-
For three_days, sir, that brave man—
brave, -if he-was French—kept -up that
fght. He ato what-tho wcman-came
and put_into-his mouth. What winks-
of sloep he got,_ he-took -standing In an
angle of tho wall- his

*No, 1 van't,” sald Happer. “I-don't
know-cither of them,”

“Well, you're dreadr.l bad coff, for-
certaln,’ sald Aunt Repey. * 1. wouldn't
-stand-In your shoes for a-good bit, It
1s awful to walk In darkness and have-
_no Ught.  X.couldn't endure it
1t was soveral weeks before Happer..
who camo- with conalderable- regularily
to-call on the Sinnets, threatencd an
‘outbreak.  Aunt D'rexy pltied the man
and_wanted_to give-him all tho help she
-could, -yot A mau-of-his-fashion scemed
10 her m terrible companion for her He.

man,

“Why, Droxy,” sald Uncle ‘Rias,
“ thera's a-crowd of such- men In the
-world, and-Heman can t keep-out-of-the
way of ‘om. Ho won't seek ‘em or pre.
“fer 'em, bul he may bo:-a-littie help-to
~‘em. Uesldes, woman, wo-necdn't think
our-boy s-s0-weak ha'll-be contaminated

side of the strect. That waa a good-bit
Heman-read out of ' Pllgrim'a Progress*
to-us ot ono Qodiyman that had mud
flung-on-him,-but it all fell oft_and his"
-garments -wore-as whita-as aver”

Theso remarks aroso because, while
Aunt D'rexy-was getting supper and the-
tired Urins was watching-her operations,
thoy had seen Happer pass around to
-the rhop door. Tho chat in-the kitchen |
before raised- vpices In the
sbop, then, as the eounds -of a lively
scufle onsued, Unclo *Riax rose slowly
‘on his “patent leg” aund- opened the
door Into the shop from the kitchen |
Un the floor, red and foaming, lay 1sp-
per.  Jooy sat peacefully-on Happer's
breast, and Heman, having tled Hap--
per's feet with a-bit of rops, was making
Teady 1o bind bis-hands, ~Uncle ‘Rias
atared. B -

“Why, boys, that’s goln' It- pretly

_hy cvory:naca\ that passes on the samo |

Windle still grew, -asd-pew bulldings
_aud-more substantial stores were cons
stanily erecled.  One -day Ueman way
_at-work rebullding the front:of & stom
puiting in_great windows and an-arched
doorway, and arranging varlous llite
“brackets and revolving atands to exhibit
-the small-wares, for thia-was u = Notion
“Stora"“the firat one in-that county A
drummer, in baste to kst the first orders,
came !n-with & huge-bag of samples and
several catalogues, which he lald on &
“counter before the propristor  After
long chaffering and sume falrly latke
sales, the drubimer asked, as he closed
ap his bags, " Are thers some-Sinnetd
_lvizs out hero In the country naw * 1
was-at thelr house -once, twenty years
8go, jusi-about™

* They’re-alive.  They lvo-in town
now. ‘There 1s-one.of them at-work-un
.the front, Heman Feslle, he's n-Hibhet™
* What,_that-tall, big-fellow ! I-aay,
-Mr. Leslie, you can’t-ba the kil 1-brought
from-the West to Urias Sinnet's wite*

"Waell, 1 was brougkt from-tho West
10 my aunt-by some-one,” sald -Heman,
Jaylog down_lils chisel-2ad coming for
ward, “Were you the man-who-eame
out of the way to-escort me.t*

“You've ehanged,” sald-the drummer
as they shoak-hands. ** Ara-thoe folks
-‘woll? No-néed to ask it you're wa'l
_you_look in fiae whape, and 1 see you
cap do handwomo work."

“Qh, yes; I'm -fond of my trale
-You're-still-in-your old business 2 Auni
_D'rexy rockons me about-the Lest-plece
“of goods you sver brought round. Hhe'ie
ko to seo you,” and lHeman, who for
few-minutes, plecked up a-bit, oxaming
the polnt, and attacked a plece of
YDrean,
“ Can't_call, but-you xive hor my coms
snd tell her I'm-glad § did.her

8
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#Now, Joey, pick up-his-legs and-we'll
run him out," sald Heman, paylng atica-
tion to pothing but the business In hand,
Uncle "Rins and-the two -women, stand--
Jng.at the -kitchen door, saw Happer~
held, -face -downward, under the pump
ai “soused. _ Then, seating

-wife propping_him up while he napped-
it, -gun in hand. -Don't you call-them
odds ?  He-ran from_loopholc to-loop--.
hole, shooting, and whenever the -In.
dians ‘tried to set tho fort on fire, he-
had-the woman-pour on water or brine.
One biaze thoy-put out with two churns-
full of buttermilk ¢ Now what- kind-of
a-battle-do-you-call that uniess iL-was
against heavy odds?  Woll; sir,.at tho:
end of threo days, the old -man cam
along. Sald- he, ‘Louis, my son,

“glad -of -{t—* tho-powder {3 all gono from-|
thefort, Then- Louls-Rol helé. up his.
‘hands.and sald, * Oh,.God! look nt-these-|
women and-children, and-pity us,’ which
was-a-good prayer, it he was a Fronch-
‘man, for-in the-Bible it tells us how the
Lord’s pity was moved to Nineveh where-
there-were-crowds-of little children-that
didn't know cbe hand- from tother.
Well,-boys,-§¢ the_fort powdér_had given
out,-80_had_food_for those wild Indians,
and they had-eaten .every-crumb from
“the-houses In-the littlo village.
_ *“Thero was ono big, strong, grim
“houso-thero, all -Jocked -and- barred up,
and the Indlzns-zatd, * That house-must:
_be -full -of. meat and_meal, for 1L is-s0
.well locked-up’ Since they couldn't
-get it open, they proceeded.to-blow it
open, and a-brave put the muzale of his
_gun right at’the lock and fired, io burst-
ft. Fact-was-)t was the powdcr-house,
and-the:shot-went-plumb into a keg-of’
powder and-that exploded, and the hou:
“wai- blown up and ‘about-s hundred In-
_dians wero killed or hurt bad.  Then
-they- satd—for-Indlans -have some-sense,
‘apd I-wish they had. more— Tke Great
Spirit fights -for-these- white folks and-
17es. in thelr ‘houses. It's no -nse to,
stay here -any -longer. So they went-
off and never came back, and ‘the
fight cf- one man against_ -threo-
hundred- was .ended, the one man
having come out the best. -Young'man,
-when you've fit as big odds as them, and-
come out on top, then you will-be a man-
sure. That's-the ditty-my grandfather
told me, full & bundred. times.” R

“It’s.a mighty good story,” sald Hap-
per, “but the diference s, that the"
Frenchman's enemies were outside hix
 fort, mine are luside me. Il's the thirst
-that takes-hold Inside does it.”

* when you do find you are going to.the-
-+ Last -Chance,’ come-here and tell-me.”
* Oh, you couldn't reason_me out of-it.
Wild horses wouldn’t hold me when the
_fit {3 on,” sald Happer, dejectedly.

come:tell me,” gaid_Heman,

Al right I} cail and let _yon
kunow ‘its-all no good, and Im -down
agaln” i

“Young man," sald Aunt "D'rex
-+ éan't you cali on-the Lord and get bel
out-of his-word 7

speaking French, which-1 can’t, and-am | wit

« Promise me ono thing,” sald Heman, |-

~1 sha'n’t ¢y-wilo horses. -Opiy you-,

1

nd
-bim-on the piatform,-Heman offered bim
a quart-cup of water. Happer used
some vesy _ovil _language, end: made
violent-threats. ™ Will you drink that,
_or_shail 1 pour 1t down through a funnel
into your throat?” ~stormed Ieman.
“There was danger in his eyes, and Hap -
-por -drank. The amazed Aunt D'rexy
saw Happer under duress drink ‘three-
quarts ot water, and that not-so very"
cold.  The- draught -occupled half an-
hour, “it- was-awallowed -s0 slowly and-
h-s0 many “protestations. B

“Run_him -in,” sald Heman, and ho:,
and-Jooy Tan thelr victim into-the-shop.
to & bed of shaviogs and quilts, Vil |
gIva_you-strong_coffce_and- beef at-nino-
o'clock,” ‘sald -Heman coolly -to his ens
forced guest, ** and to-morrow -you'll ke
me agafn.” . -

“ You've.saved-me again,” safd Hap-
-per to him next day, “ but you make-me
-terrible mad while you're-doing t.” _

‘part the *“Last Chance" was over-
thrown, the county. went prohibition,
and those new-fledged voters, Heman,
-Joey. Peter; and- many of their club-
mates,-had much to do with §t, they-had
-made-a regular campafgn through the-
country, -golng in great Lay-waggons-
from village “to village, taking with
them siogers-and speech-makers, Peter-
-Forbes crowned himsclf with glory In-
i3 “speeches, and -bad Du_mure-hearty-
“admirer of his eloquence than Heman.
Helwa.s Was now a full-grown man-and
a-woll-skilled carponier-and-bullder. At
-Mr. -Renfrew's suggestion- he"had taken
lezsons in mechanical drawing, and-now
ho could -make- very beautiful-architec-
tural-designs, He had-faitbfully stua.ed”
.bis businesa-in its:-theory and: practico,
-he.bad read works on._architecture:and
-subscribed to magazines and papers
bearing on the Jine of his work, he read
of house-bullding in -other lands, and-|
bought and studled works on trees asd-
various kinds of woods. This-had been
to Heman the_ hardest-part-of his-busl-
-neas, ho did not-like study, hesvy read-_
ing of-any kind mado ‘bim-desperately
sieepy, but the rule -he-had taken for
himscif as a boy, “ Be the very-best you
can- in -the “business you choose,” had-|
carried him-safely through considerable
_hard-work,.and _he reaped the benefit of.
-in a growing-reputatinn.
Uncle ‘"Rias had regarded- Heman's
book studles * with some suspicion, he
had “never -learned carpentry out.of-
books,” he-szid.
frew and 8imon Filetcher scemed to-
think Heman was dolng weil, Uncie Rias
remarked” that the -wor'd. changed and

took on new motions, and-he suppozed 1t7| Y

was ali.tight. When be was a°boy, be
-remarked, thers waan't & vound wire.
nail Ip-the market. but-the fact-was, as

Bofore - another -outbreak- on- Happer's-{-

Hywever, as Mr. Rea--|-

tho good turn to bring” her such a
-nephew,”

When Heman -told -his aunt, she hel”
_up her bands with many exclamations
-among the test— Why, Heman, hoy
‘old youre getting to bel Twenty
years!  Yes, it Is torenty years-since
you-came, asd you'll Lo -twenty four
next-birthday, Dear me, boy, wo ougbt
to celebrate-your birthdays, We.neve
do, not even when-you wera twenty one*

“Well, wo-had a_big job on hand-that
-time, and couldnt stop. We'll cele-
brate some time,” sald Heman.

“Ive read,” sald Jooy, “that when
princes come of age, whols countrlen
celebrato themaclves wild over 1t they
have bands, procossions, feasts, firo
-works, bells, And whon lords and such
-men-come of -age, they make big-din-
‘ners, and bave balls and fireworks
Even-people here make some kind of a
fuss ov~= it, Lawyer Brace -gavo-his
son .a- splondid-wateh,™ ~ .

*Yes; he.sald he dtdn’t- begrudxe-it;
‘#ince he'd learned-to_use lis-time pro-
perly, which once he -feared- he never
would,”” rald Uncle ‘Rias. *Well, He-
-man, 1.dunno. but your siiver -watch Is
as _good 2s-a .gold one, 1-mever had
-any.” " B R
“I'll buy you-ono somo time,” jaughed-
Heman, I mceded .onc fn.my bust
-ness.’”

* Yes, young fellows nowdays ‘pear {o
-need more_than-old fellows did.” Uncle

Riaa_still clung ardently to money,-and
while he-did not-begrudge Klving- to the
-church work. he looked -with- susplcious
cyes on Homan's siiver watch and on
the Lovkecase -bullt-by-Heman aud-Joey.
-and-where no¥-all- that famuus 'Ist-of
bouks swoud-1o veritabio bulk, and-tr
beside, . Some of them-were ntce books,
_Uncle 'Rias admitted, and “he liked tu
“hear them read.

{To bo conlinued )

The Berpent Among the Books.
The troplc-Indian-day -was-aimost-gone
And evening with its cooling breeze catney

on

“An Eonglish officer bethought himsel!
_ _meanwhile, -

Among hls books an bour to beguile

And fron: his- cares to find.a resplte

o rief.
The while he turned the pages leaf by

“leaf,
e felt"a sting upon his-finger-tip
-And ssw 2 serpent-from the pages slip~
A tiny serpent with 3 hooded-head
‘That darted thither like a shining thiread
“Then suddenly he felt n stinging pain
Shoot swiftly-up trom finger-tip to braln
No-drug could antidote that fztal power,
or say to-death, “ Thou shu: got come
this heur” ;

"Thus-evi} lurks in-every hidden-nook,
-And.serpent’s-p.lson even_in 8 book,

‘ez, evea io Our land--so0..t38p, beware,
And -choose your books with watchfsl

_ care.
Ope.athelstic doubt. oneevil thought,

-he himself admittcd,
the old-kind cless out of stght”

, the wire nalls “beat’{ M.

ay “penctrate the soul, with veoom
fraught., T



