. .« « SPEAK .

Vou. V., No. 7.

. .

‘l‘ORONTO;"UGUS'l‘ Ist, 1800.

T0 THIPEOPLE ALL THIE WORDS OF THIS LiFE."

——

81 Penr YEAR IN ADVANCE,

A
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Wanadiay Luangelist

is devoted to tho furthoranca of the Gospel
of Chniet ; and pleads for the union of

all believers in tho Lotd Josus in har-.

mony with hie ovwn prayer reconded in
tho scventeenth chapter of Jolhn, and

on tho Lasie sct forth by tho Apostlo,
L'aul in the following tczma: ' T theroe |

——

ever, soveral young men rather than
take thoso vows and teach those things
which are voecriptural bavo abaudoned
tho ministry,

Of all the Presbyterians who have

fore, tho prisonor in tho Lord, beacech ' written on the question, Professor 0.
sou to walk worthily of tho eallingi A, Briggs, of Union Theological Som.
whorowith yo wete called, with all low.! 1ary, scoms to Lo tho clearcst. In the

lincas and mechneas, with long sutfer. !

ing, forbeating one another i love;

Spirit in the bond of peace. ‘Thero is

giving diligenco to keop tho unity of the

1S S, Times of Juvo 21at, ho has & long
“articlo on ¢ Chureh Unity,” In it he
isay8: *“Tho mosemont in the diree.

ono hody and one Sl,i,it'o\.c,m”ho).oition of church unity nnderlios, per-
were ealled in ono hopo of your calling ; - vades, and will ovontually absorh, all
one Lonl, oue faith, eno baptism, ono - others ; for Christ is the eovereign of
God and Fathor of all, who is overall, - tho world, and Io reigns to sano.
and through all, and in all."—Eph. iv. i tify and glorify His chureh in tho

1.6.

In and About, Toronto.

The Protestant world is occupied
with many questions which relate to

‘tho progress of morality snd Christi. trutl, boliness and oxcellence.” . . .

anity; but one of theso I think sur.|

pasacs all tho others in importance;

tho question to which I refer is Christ; progking tho organizations of tho
ian Union. The various religious do-! chyypely,
nominations havaoxproseed themeolves {\he ehureh bas bad its own shato o

on thia subject ; no denomination scoms  j1q accomplisbument. There is no far.
‘4o havo a monopoly of it at present;!

neither ia it confined to tho roliglious
pross, but the secolar papers also doal
largely in it. While many of the
opinious advaunced aro really amusing,
a3 cowming from thoso who profoss to
know tho Scripturcs, still I think we
shonld feel enconraged and rejoiced at
tho present condition of the question,
st tho frecucss with which It is dis-
cussed, and the desire that it may Lo
aceanoplished.

It must be a matter of great inlerest
{o us, who have como so largely from
the Presbyterian ranks to see tho atti-
tude of that influential body toward
union. I have enjoyed tho pleasuro of
-listoning to soveral ablo specches on
thio subject by tho loading raen of the
denomination, and one thing I havo
been convineed of is, that many of
them dosire unfon; bat thoy aro atill
at sea as to tho manner in which to
acoomplish it. So far as I havo hoard
‘thoy all deom it necoseary to have a
.man made creed. One able advocato
of it said: I think it is possiblo to
preparo 8 confossion of faith broad
snough for all to unite uwpon It
sccme strange to us that intelligent
meu cannot sso that evory human
erved will bo imporfeet ; this bas been
de'nonstratod o msny times in tho
rpast that it is quito uselees and foolish
10 atltempt 10 proparo ancther, Hevon
‘Lresbylerian mivisters in tho book
“ How Shall Wo Rovise” tho West.
minster Confession of Faith? Lave
declarod that the old document is
stunscriptural, partizan, incflicient,
ansatisfactory.”” Tho first of theso is
o sullicient reason why it should go.
Theeo learned doctors fnil to aco that
all humnau ereeds will likely Lave the
sawmo faults, Then again it is rather
atrange, that whilo tho Confession is
acknowlodged to bo unscriptural, thoso
who aro ordainod to the ministry take
an obligation upon themselves to teach

imidst of the world. Tho Obristian
world is passivg through a transforma.
Ition in all departments uuder the
:direction of tho Divine Spirit, who is
over coming forth from the Father and
the Son to gnide the chunrch into all

*'Thus hberty and variety bavo been

won in tho battle of the centuries by

and each of tlLo fragments of

ther nced of soparato, ecclosiastio
organization to cénserve or to promote

liberty or varioty., Tho problom now

authority out of this liberly, and unity
in this variely. This can nover be
accomplished by taking the larger
picces and throwing tko smallor ones
away, or by cemonting them togother
by schemes of Awman dovising, or by
ondeavora to conserve the frames con.
structed in tho times of soparation.
Theso broken pieces of the mirror of
our Lord must-go into tho furnaco,
frames and all ; thoy must ko fused in
tho flemas of Divinoe love, and com.
pacted by the cmergy of tho Divino
Spirit. . . . Tho unity thus far
eonsidered is the unity of o mass, an
unorganized unity. This is, indeed,
tho actual condilion of the church to-
day. Tho problom of church unity is
to organizo this mass; for Christians
aro somothing more than a mass, thoy
are living porsons united in living and
losing communion to Jesus Cbriat, our
Ilead, and they aro to bo uuited in the
same living and loving anion to all
Chrietians. Whatan enormous power
thero is in the lifo and love diffused
throughout the Cliristian chureh !
What vast cnorgy thero is in tho un.
organized, or partly organized, forcos
of Christiznity! The wasts now goiug
on in tho Christinn world is appalling.
Christianity is ¢rsing ns novor beforo
after a master mind that will organizo
those resources and combine theso
churches in ono all.comproticnding
organization.”

Nothing is wmoro silly than the
pleasure some peoplo take in speaking
their minds. A man of this yaako will
say a rude thing for tho mero pleasuro
of saying it, when an opposite beharvi
our, full as innocent, might have pro-
sorved his friend, or mado bis fortuue.

I thousand ordained Presbyterian min-

isters in Canadae, and all theso arel —
supposed to subecribo to that docu-.
nment, which, by their own ehowing, is
unscriptural.  Tomy kuowledge, low. |

waitivg solution is to construct an;
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On Queiions of the Day.
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7. UBLIC BCIIOOLS, ;

Probéy tho most didicult, and
| upquestiyably tho most important
-problom how before the peoplo of;
Cannda fésgjution is that of tho Public
schools i} rélation to tho Churches
and religils iustruction. Recent die..
cussions ilthe Church courts havo sot .
in a prett clear light tho objcctions|
thst lio aplnst auy solution yet pro-!
posed. Itwill bo admitted by most
of thoso w0 havo given thought to
the subject and whoso opinions carry
woight, tht tle existing gducational
mothods g0 uasatisfactory in moto
than ono r{pct. Thoy aro politically
uneatisfactky, becauso;.thoy accord
j special privieges to ond“section of tho
population,hnd permit funds collected
by tho egenty of tho State to be usod
for tho propagttion of religious tonots
which aro not] only peculiar to ono
Clinrch, but cetemed orroneous and
and huetful-by }ho members of all tho
lother Churchef, that is, by s large
jmajorny of tto whole people. The
Public schools lare unsatisfactory on
moral grounds, becaunso thoy fail to
impart that thorough morsl teaining

ich je_the po influoncoin
-" r:.l".wg:lm:uc}x ?ﬁ;ﬁos gtﬁi’.‘.‘.‘.’.‘. A
consequently essontial to tho bost
'intereala of socioty nnd tho State, and
which, in the opinioh of many of thoas
1 who nave given thought to the subject,
ean bo mado effective only whon based
on definito and positive religions toach.
ings. Asa matter of fact andenper-
1ence, nearly all compotent educators
aud noarly all thoughtful,and observant
men and womon of overy class muat
adwit that, viewed from tho standpoint
of their success in moulding virtuous
character and giving to tho State
highminded as well ns intelligent
citizens, tho Publio achool systems of
Capada and the United States havo
been moro or loss disappointing. Tho
oxpectations so fondly cherished o
genoration or two ago, of great things
to bo accomplished through thoagency
of free schools and universal cducation
in tho way of diminishing vico and
crirae, havo cortainly nat been realized,
Many aro, we dare eay, ready to go
cuch [farther aud agreo with Mr,
LeSueur that tho vaunted froo schools
havo, to a large oxtont, failed oven in
that work of mero mind-trainiog or
intellectual devolopmont which is too
ofton made their almost oxclusivoaim,
to tho negleet of thoso highor faculties
of tho sou! which muat always be tho
critotion of the trueet rasnhiood and
wornashood. Dut, leaving asido for
tho present this branch of tho sabject
and confiniug our atlention wholly to
political aud othical considerations,
tho still nneolved problom ia to devise
& DPublio school syetom which shall
inclnde tho cssontials of sound rze-
ligious instruction, and yet neither do
violoneo to tho +izhta or convictions
of avy citizens, nor pormil unwarant.
ablointiosion Ly cither Stato or Chiureh

|

other.

it At preacut wo have reore than ono

—Steele,

within the oxclusive domnin of thoiyy tho State.

which havo Leen proposed aud advocat: : Christian population—denominational
ed may bo reduced to three. First, echools supported by state-innposed

it i proposed that the State should :taxes, but managed and controlled by

undertake, in connoction with tho'tho different religions denominations;
Churches aud subject to their approval, in short, Soparate Schools not only
tho work of unsectarian roligious iu-!for Roman Catholics but for oach of
struction. It is recommeonded that thoitho various bodies o1 Protestants, or
Churches ehould sgreo upon a sorics ! such sombinations of then. os might
of Scripturo readings, and, wo presumo, | bo agreed upon.  This plan would cor.
expository or entechetienl excrcises inltainly havo its advantages. It would
conneclion therowith, aund that tho|leave cach Christian sect freo to oxort
courso of roligious instruction thuslits fullest inflacneo in tho work of
agreed on by tho Churches should bo i moral and religious inslmction.. But
made compuleory by tho Governmcntlit would be beset with difliculties .at.
upon tho teachers. This may bo said | tho outset and a host of minor ovils
to rescrablo, to somo extent, tho aystem | would follow in its train, In tho first
now in voguo in Ontario, but it wouldiplace tho limits of tho aggrogated
go much farther Though thocoursoi Christian Churches are by no means
of Scripture readings now prescribed | identical with those of the whole pop-
by the Lducation Departmont had tho Julation. A largo number of citizens
sauction of individual clergymon of!of various nationalitics aud of non-
tho various denoninations, thoy wero  Christian creeds, o of no erecd ot all,
not proparod by reprosentatives of thoiwould thus bo loft uuprovided for.
Churches, nor wero tho leading clergy- | Tho children of such parontago must
men who are said to have approvedicither bo foreed within the precincts
thom authorized, so far a8 wo arojof ome or another of tho sectarian
aware, {o represont in the mattor tholschool, or tho Stato must provide
various religious bodics of which thoy | scounlar echools for them, leaving tho
wero mombers. Moreover, no religions | problom of religions education still
instruction is prescribed or permitted {unsolved so far s thoso who most
in conpection with tho Scripture{nced it aro concorned; or worso still,
readings. Tho plan for concorteditheso childeon must bo wholly ne.
denominational action sbove outlined {glected. Tho Govornment must eithor
seems o havo tho approval of at least | undertake tho insidious task of super-
largo sud inflaential sections of most | vising and inspecting roligious schools,

.
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and, in tho opinion of many, fatallthe corrclative of Govornment aid,
objections, I¢ takes mo acoount of|Thoto would be an end of all uniform.
the viowa and convictions of agnostic,|ity, nnd achools would overlap each
Jowish and infidel parents, and of | other ag churches now do far boyond
many Christians as well, who might!the needs of the difforont localities or
not approvo of the sclections or thoitheir ability to support competent
accompnuyiug instruction. It tronches:teachors. Petty and porpetusl rival.
upon tho principles which arogenerally : rics and jealousies would spring up
in America considered sound touchinglamongat the compeling scotz.  Both
the relations of Chnreh and State.  Itielucation and religion would bo very
{ empowers tho Stato to iraposo upon its | likely to suffer and tho last state of
Foficors, tho teachers of the Publio]public education would be worse than
schools, religious duties which !io!tho firat. Moroover, what could be
boyond its proper sphore. It virtually : moro wastoful and absurd than for
authorizes and requires tho Govern.|tho Government to use ity money and
ment to undertake religious tonching:machivory to educato the children of
a8 a part of its dutios, thus implying(the country in religious systems io
that tho Governmont shall undortakemany respects diamotrically opposed
to enquira into tho religious opinionsito cach other, knowing that a large
of candidates for tho teacher's officc. part of tho powers thus developed
1t also tacitly involves tho oxclasionin after lifo to wutuslly combatting
of sceptica of all classos from thoitho doctrinos inculcated at school{
teaching profession, inasmuch as there 1 Clearly the solution of tho oducational
would bo an impropriety and lack of | problem is not to bo found in & ue-
good faith in religious inetruction | nominational or sectarian aystom of
impatted by irreligions, or agnostic,| Pablic schools.

not to say atheistic teachers, All] Thero remains only, 8o far as wo
Christians will, no doubt, agreo that{can sco, tho meothod of absolute
rcligious teaching, which is merely | sccularization of the Pablic schools, so
1 perfunctory, much moto that which {a]far as tho lawa and regalations of tho
Virreveront or lypoeritical, is worso{State aro ecoucerned. This does not
than nono. Morcover, (Quiscustodiet]imply, a8 wo may presentiy show, that
ipsos custodes 7 When tho Qovernment | tho schools must nocessarily be desti-
undortakos tho work of religious in-: tuto of religious toaching and influeneo
struction and of testing tho religionaiof tho bestkind, Decaueo i..ho Govern-
qualifications of toachars, who shall ment may uot proserito it doea not
instruct or test tho Government and|follow that it wust forbid, It is cor.
1 thochiofs of tho Education Department, ! tainly its duty—thero can bo uo quarrel
“in order to bo suro of their fitncss to | or quostion on this point— to preseribo
“suporintend siich a work ?  Diflicultics j and enforco a courso of thorough moral
i multiply on every hand, It ia tolerably | training in thoechools, and it is worthy
 clear that tho solution of the problem , of serious consideration whether it is
 ean nover Lo foond in religious training : notl now & radieal dofect inour Qatario
system that no toxt-book, dealing with
questions of character and conduct

A sccond mothod is that proposed

Speakivg gonerally, tho modes ofipy D, Iapgtry and approved no ‘nud the right and wroug of things

dealivg with this difficult question,{goubt by o considerablo section of tho

( Conlinued on page 8.4

Turitidtosaiug L'rotestantdedoinivations-Yor pruve-recroant-to the political pra y ,
It is open, howover, to very seriousjcipal thus Govornment suporvision is
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