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1 JOHN I: o,

“Whoswever is born of God doth not commit
sing for his »eed remaineth in fum s and he can-
not sin, because he i born of God”

The impossibility of the regunerated man
sinning could not very welt bt more emphatically
stated than it is in this scripture, and all the
efforts to reconcile these words with the declara-
tion of the same Apostle in the eighth verse of
the first chapter seem to be very unsatisfactery :
—“If we say we have no sin we deceive our-
selves aud the truth i3 not in us.” -

Macknight sys:—~*Cannot sin Jabitually”
Dean Alford says:  * Hecause the abiding force
of the Divine generation excludes sin : it may be
active, but it is not dominant.”  Whitby saysi-
“’They may sin not unto,death and therefore
may still have the spiritual lite remaining
them,” while the Lutherans contend that e
truly regencrated persons live without sin,  “I'hese
are only a few of the many varying cfforts to
explain away the meaning of the Apostle’s words,
and we propose modestly to give an exposition
which appears in-hanmony with the cennection
in which the words are used, not inconsistent
with the other passage quoted from the first
chapter, and in accordance with other scriptures
where the new birth is referred to,

“In this the ¢hildren of God are manifested,
and the children of the devii, whosoever doeth
not rightcousness, is not of God, neither (&%,
even) he that loveth not his brother,” is John's
own explanation in the next verse to the one we
are considering, and ve think Dean Alford is
right in his note, in his Greek I'estament, on
these words when he assernts “ Aad introduces
the most cminent of the graces involved in
fikai (rightec ) the test of our belong-
ing to the family of God is owr Jove towards its
members.” (Now if the learned Dean be right,
and we believe he is,-then is not the sz which
the loving Apostle so emphatically declares the
child of God cannot commit THE SIN OF HATING
A BROTHER. ‘Thisis the view taken by the pious
Augustine more than fourteen hundred years ago,
and by Bede, the most distinguished scholar of
his age, twelve hundred years ago, but repudiated
by all modern theologians.

‘The writer is convinced that this is the Apostle’s
meaning from the careful consideration of the
effect aseribed to regeneratin in the following
scriptures i — “Secing you bhave purified your
souls in obeying the truth through the spirit unto
unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye Joce
one another with a pure heart fervently deing lorat
again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible
by the word of God which liveth and abideth for
ever,” 1 Peteri: 22,23, “Beloved, letus love
one another, for love is of Gad, and erery one
that loveth is born of God and knoweth God,” 1
John iv: 7. “Whosoever believeth that Jesus
is the Christ #s dorr of God, and every one that

loveth him that begat lref ki also that is

begotteny of him.”  Thus it is that the gracious
and hcavenly result of being born again of the
incorruptible seed that quickens us to a new life
with new emotions and that remains in us, is te
love those who are born into the same family
with an affection that makes it impassible for us
to hate them, because to whatever extent we see
the sweet traits of Christian amiability our heans
are proportionally draws toivards them in blessed
response to our new views of what is lovely and
loving ; having, also, for our comfort and assur-
ance the subjective evidence of our own awaken-
ing to the new life:—*We kngw that we have
passed from death unto life, because we love the
brethreny? 1. John il 14

We know that the leading objection that might
be offered to this view of the passage befere us,
is that no special sin is designated, and is only
to be inferred from the connection, but this is
also the case when Clrist says conceming the
Jews, “If 1 had not comeand spoken unto them,
they had not had sin, but now they have no
cloke for theirsin.”  Now Christ does not mean,
as he alterwards eaplains, that they would not
have had any sin if he had not spoken unto
them, but they would not have had e sm of
rejecting him.

But we must not eacced our space.  ‘The fore-
going i< presented, dear brethren, for your con-
sideration.  If this exegesis be correct, then there
* 40 contradictionto 1 John i: 8. Ttisalso in
full harmony with the connection and also with the
grand truth that instead of being hateful and
bating one another that we have, by the manifes-
tation of the kindness and love of God our
Saviour towards us, been saved by the washing
of regencration and the renewing of the Holy
Spirit from all walignity and been brought into
the family of God and the holy flame of fraternal
Jove kindled in our hearts to make our felowship

the G, C. M. C. to the oizanization of the C

sieet ad 1o give s the sati-tactory exp nam:i
that we cannot commit the sin of bating auy of
God’s Jhildzen,

E. Surrpsep,

Ridgetown,
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TO THE SISTERS OF ONTARIO,

Drar Sisirrs— It is probably new kuown te
all that an effort is being made to obtain united
action on the pant of the sisters of Ontario in
the cause of Missions.  All the churches have
been wrilten to, and many encouraging letters,
epressing sy mpathy and willingness to co-operate
in the nork bave been received, for which we
are thaukful 1o God and to our sisters. We
approach this work with this prayer in our heatts,
“Lord, if thy blessing be not with us, Jet us not
jo formard.”  As bondsenants of Christ it is
our duty to make ovr service as fivitful-and
effective as our utmost poners of body, soul and
spirit can attain to -+ it is with this desire that we
take up this new . of work,

Some writer has said that the wisest pcople are
those who learn by the e\perience of others,
Let us be of that class, for we have much to
learn,

In one of Sister Pearre’s lfetters to us on
“Woman’s Work in the Church,” she sums up
the experiente of our sisters “across the line”
during the twelve years in which they have been
engaged in similar work, Lest some may have
forgotten, let me repeat a sentence ortwo,  “The
activity thus awakened has reacted upon the
churches engaged in it, the waste places are being
re-built, the spirituality of the chureh is rising
steadily higher, trust in God is growing stronger,
the joy in the chaurch is becoming ineapressible,
in short, the changed condition of things can be
called nothing less than phenomenal”  “T'ruly we
would be* dull of soul” if we could learn no
lesson or catch no inspiration- fromn such words
as these.  Again she says, “The outcome of
our woman's cndeavor in twelve years has been
$93:500.00 put into our treasury for the work of
the Lord, 10 say nothing of the greatly increased
giving of our women to othier enterprises in the
church.”  Concerning our proposed organization,
some have said that it will weaken the hands of
the Ontario Co-operation, by less moncy being
put into their treasury.  Let those who think so
note the latter part of the sentence just quoted.

A similar objection was.made by friends of

W. B. M. and the . C. M. S. in the States.
Let us sce what are the facts in théir case as
given by Bro. Errett in the Standard of Nov.
5th, “So far from the work of the G. C. M. S.
or that of our other home missionary organiza-
tions being hindered or injured by the F. C. M.
S. orthe C, W. B. M. it has been helped and
strengthened in a remarkable manner.  When
the G. C. M. S. had the field all to itself, there
was a constant deerease througlhi a term of years;
but yhen the C. W, B. M. and the F. C. M. S.
came in to occupy the field along with it, there
was & constant fuereate in the reeeipts of the G.
C. M. &, and a quadrupling of its funds within
the last five years.”  Again, © Every enlargenent
of our work, whether at home or abroad, has
proved a Zelp and neta hindrance to all our
missionary enterprises.” N

‘Fhese facts ouglit to re-assure the most timid,
and convince the most sceptical amongst us,
We may, and will meet with many discourage-
ments and hindrances, but it is written, “They
that sow in tears shall reap in joy.” It was thus
the Master sowed the precious seed through alt
His life ministry, and the servant is not above
his Lord.  Perhaps He suffered most of all from
Iack of sympathy and appreciation from His own,
and zo may we often meet with censure where
Wwe expect encourig and assi ¢. But
these things are not worthy to be mentioned or
ceven thought of when compared with the high
honor, the gmcious privilege that is grmnted us
of being co-wdrkers with the Master, and thus
pavtakers in His joy. Our great need scems to
be a deeper sense of personal responsibility in
regard to the Lord’s command to “preach the
gospel to every creature.,” We read of women
who followed the Master and ministered to Him
of their substance, and of others who labored
with Paul in the gospel ; our dutics and privileges
are not less than theirs.  We can stilt minister
to the Lord of our substance. for many have
gone owt in His name to carry the light of life
to the dark places of the carth, and many more
are willing to go if we are willing 10 help them
with our moncy and our praycrs.

w; need such a spiritual awakening and re-
newing as sister Pearre describes 3 we alt desire
it, we pray forit.  Shall we word for it, and do
it Now,

Yours in Christian love,

S, M, Brownx,

SBELECTIO)

BESET I'ING SINS,

 Lattrs by asidecrveryweight, andthe suwhich
duth o eastly beset tis.” % Whatever the period
of ke, and whatever s besetting sin, it is juat
2t upon which the relizion of Christ is to act.
Aud yet, brethien, sa it is; people go through
life, indulging the sins, pleasures and vices of
eich period, as they joss through it, and yet
take crudit to themselves for religion and vittue,
beeanse they are free from the sins and viees
which belong to another stage of their journey,
as i it were o proo® of the power of religlous
principles o five tn youth free from the vices of
age'  We cannot help being amazed at the
delusion and deceptions which mankind are so
apt and ready to practice upon themselves.

From the besetting sins of conditions and
periods of life, let us turn for a moment to the
besetting sins of individuals.  The individual
fies apen to- besetting sins arising from natural
comtitution, f8om temperament; from special
occupatiol s, and from business pursuit,  One
is di-posed 10 anger; his feelings me quick, the
slightest opposition 1o his wishes, the least cross
and contradiction, the most trifling circumstance,
in fact, is enough to excite his passion, and
Kindle his wrath.  Another is uaforgiving and
revengeful 3 the most petty offence given, a
fancicd injury even, and he burns with the spirit
of retalistion, Another is prone to intemper-
ance and sensual pleasures,  Another is wrapt
up in worldly amusements, and devoted to ghicty
and dissipation.  Avother is fond of money, and
is tempied to take undue advantage jn business
transactions.

‘I'he besetting sin is as various as the character,
the temperament, and the pursuits of men.  But
whatever it be—anger, revenge, licentiousness,
dissipation, pride, avance~that is just the point
npon which religion, i there be any trath,
strength and earnestness in it, is to concentrate
fts forees and lervel its bautery. It is just there
that the man is to labor, struggle, do battle, and
win the moral triumph.,

He may havemany virtues, the praciiceof which
costs him nothing.  Qut of doubt, these virtues
may be great and noble, and by their beauty and
excellence may challenge the approbation of
God and man; but in the way of, demonstrat-
ing the strength of raligious principle, a steady
struggle with, and resistance of the besctting sin,
ig north them all.  One is easy, the other difii.
cult; one is the unresisted play of nature, the
other a battle with propensity—a sustained effort
of scifdeniai. Religion is not obedience in
things easy, and disobedience in things difficult.
It does not allow us to select any Chiistian pre-
cepts which we will take, and any which we shall
reject. It is the propensity of mankind to be
satisfied with a religion which costs them noth-
ing—no effort either of body or mind; and to
turn away from that which demands sacrifices of
care, comfort, profit or pleasure. Men are will-
ing enough to foilow Christ so long as the path
is smooth and easy; but the moment He lays
the finger of prohibition upon this project of
gain, or thatindulgence of pleasure, ors o

Absolutely Pure.

This Powder never sanes. A marvel of purity, strength
amil who! s« More ical than the ordinar
Kkinds, and cannot be sold 10 competition with the muhti.
tude of Jow test, short weight atum or photphate powders.
Sold anly in cans. Roval BaKixu Powber Co., 106
Wall Sereet, N. Y.

Mine Snlid Reasons.
THE best place without foobtainaT g

PRACTICAL BUSINESS EDUCATION, and a SUPERIOR
STYLE OF WRITING, is at

BEST

the Notthern Business College, Owen Sound,  Why?
1st.=The Principal 15 a chartered accountont, and

gives his whole attention to his wor

rzml.—llc cmploys the best teaching talent to assist

him,

Jrde=1le has takew first puze for penman<hip C\'Ql)!

year for five years past at the Industrial Exhibition, To-

ronto, and at every Provincal Exhibition vhere his work

has been showa,

gtho~The College luilding is a large three storey stone
and brick building, owned by the Principal, and used ex-
flx[iil\.cly for College purposes, It i3 separate from other

huildings.

Stho=The students are not crowded into 3rd or 4th flats
over stores, marhets or billiard reoms. ’I'itts 15 THE
ONLY BUstNess CoLLEGE 1N CANADA, AND TIIE SECOND
IN AMERICA OWNING TIIR PREMISES THEY OCCUPY,

Gth,—Stadents have not ghe temptations in Owen
Sound that they bave in the cities, It is a healthy place,
and has water works, a proper sowerage system, &c.

7th.=I{ has no 11GURE 11AD PRESIDENT wliose name

m in the ments to guve it prestige, but
whose countenance is never scen in the class-tooms as a
regular teach 1y a¢ an occasional visitor,

Sth.~~The cxpense of a coutse is small compared with
others DLecause the fees are reasonable. There are no
extras, and board is cheap, only $2.50 per week in private
familics.

9th.~~It has the hearty support of the businets com.
munity in which it is situated.

For patticulars write to

C.: A. FLEMING,

Principal,
3 OWEN SOUIND.
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them to gird up the loins for a difficult duty,
that moment they “turn back, and walk no
more with Fim.”  But, brethren, follore Christ—
follow Him through the rough places as well as
the smooth—through the 1rials, crosses, duties,
and self.denials of life. “He is 2n able, generous,

wise and noble Leader: ready with help in every [

time of nced.

Guided by His wisdom, strong in 1lis strength,
we shall be enabled to lay aside every weight,
and the sin that most easily besets us; nay, to
cut oft aright hand, or pluck out a right eye
cven, if they should stand in our way to the
kingdom of heaven,—Sunday at 2fome.

Chiurch, Lodge, School or Parlor,
YWAR ﬂé;i:igufclsﬂg;l;;? LASS,

. BEILT. & CO.,
Organ Manufocturers,

GUELPH, - CANADA.
EDUCATION.

el Ahaiialiuig
DUCATION it has been said is the golden key that
unlocks the door of Success.  Within certain limite
and with certain qualifications the saying is undoubtedly
true,  But to the young, in this age, whose preparation
for the arduous conthict of hife is as yet unfinished, it isan
h consideration 1n what direction they shall ex.
pand their energies,—along what tine of action their effoits
shalt xfnd. The struggle for fertune, fame or even an in.
[

What would be wanting to make this world a
kingdom of Heaven if that tender, profound and
spmpathizing love, practiced and recommended
by Jesus, were paramount in every heart?  Then
the loftiest and most glorious idea of human
socicty would be realized.~ -Arnmmachr.

We cannot measure the distance between the
throne of glery and the accursed tree, between
the Heaven of heavens and Mount Calvary, the
Father’s bosom and Joseph's sepulchre, yot our
thoughts should be employed, like Jacob's angels,
ascending and descending as far as we can.—
Maclaren.

dep y 18 for various reasons more difficult
at the present (fay than at any former time. The age is
past when the spending of years in storing’the mind with
classival legend or inctaphysical subllcu’c&‘i‘s hkelytoprove
a prud t profitabl nt to thegreat majority of
young men or womeén. The field for the exercise of such
awainments is exceehingly limited, and at the same time
crowded with competitors for the laural of success. It is
to the wider fields of Aguculture, Manufactures and Come
metee that must be di din this comparatisely
new and prospectively great country of curs, with a view
to having scopé for the excraise of talent and ambition
and opportunity for making hife both usefal amd suceessful.

Tt is olnious that the educati y for_ctfecti
work in cither of the latter spheres mugt be special, come
hensive and thoroughly practical, It is not intended
here that the accumulation of wealth 15, or ought 1o be the
main object of human activaty, buz the acquisition of a
certain amount of wealth, in some form, isnot only a duty
but also & necessivy to every individual who would live
honestly,  The Guelph Business Collegre, Guelph, Ont.,
is a popular Instintion, designed to impart that practical
eJucation that ‘prcpam the individual fot tte suceessful
of fil 1 affairs, the proper 2Jjustdhent and

Tuesk very feet of ours are | sed for
Christ's service by the precious drops which fell
from His own tom and pierced feet upon the
cross. ‘They are to be hiserrand-tunners.  How
can we let the world, the flesh, and the devil
have the use of what has been purchased with
such paymeni =5, K, Havergal,

comparison of losses and gawns; and for the intelligent
performance of the vaned transactions that the merchant,
the manufactorer and farmer must meet in the regular
course of Lusiness.  To the young man or woman possess.
ol of energy and ambition & course at this institution is
commended, as opening up the way to a earcet of inde-

ndent usefulness and success.  Circulars gis.og full jne
formation ate wmailed fres to any address, on application
to M. MaCCORMICK, Principal,



