
THE OWL.

JAI>ANESE children-- until the
~~JP'~j~ ~ timne of the arrivai of the Europeans,

-'w $ arts, oiis I famîly, etc.-received a
liberal, sotînd, practical education. AU
travellers have reinarked their politeness,

*iaciousness, and gentle mnanners. Tier national artists, in expressiv.e
setches, represent thein as iniirthfui, finding in everything a scurce

of amusement, kind to animiais, seldom, overbearing and ncver
wounding each other's feelings.

The miother was not satisfied w'ith imparting to hier child
the animal and individual life; shc desired it tu be prepared by
it, s training to hecomie a useful miember of the comimunity. On the
thc very day following its birth, them other can resume hier wonted
avocations, and devote lier energies 10 lier littie one. Weaning being
unknown aniong tle Japanese, the cbild continues to feed froin the
mother's breast even to its fourth year.

As soon as hie begins 10 ivalk,1 to gruw a little more robust,
....... the niother entrusts hlm with a share of the household responsi-

bility. 1le is taught to carry on his back his younger brothers
and sisters. With thiat burdcn on lis shoulders, lie proceeds to

1 hi is boyishi gaies, scampers wlicresoever lus friends cal! hinm,
reLurIIs noue, and receuves fi-oi lusi JIIVLIC lus~ Mudy inIstru1ction

in reading, writirlg, and elenientary arithinetic.
'hat wlhich ne mv willingly listens 10: even learnis by hear-

for schoolmiasters corne only aftcrwards-are stories of tinies gonc
by, mythological Iegends, tales thiat tell hlmi of i oxes, disguised -.i
Vomien, decciving travellers, of the fierce demion Sliiuter-Dogi, who
ate young girls in the miountain, and ivhose lecad %vas cut off l)y a
gallant knigh;t; and again, of thc twenty-four famnous examiples of
('hinese filial piety, whidli relate how dutiful sonç wvill go iii the
midst of wvinter through the Sriow, t fetcch succulent shoots of tilu

babo Ire; inmlly, of tle ninies of the animiaIs that inhabit cartl,
air, or water, :as well as the îîarnes of deities no less numierous, and
of Buddhist Temples.

Froni his father lie leartis quaint episodes of valor, cunniin,
féalty~~~~~ totelrdesiiiiraiigteleoes that took, a part

in the fierce fanîîly conflicts of Taira or M'%inainoto, bloody
cofl"cts those, extending froin the i3-th to thc i l Century
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