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Education—Common Schools.

As much snxiety prevails throughout the Country,
n ]! of the apy hing expi of' the
School Act—and the uncertainty as to measures likely
to be adopted for the support of a system of geucral
education, we hasten to luy before our readers the
following Roport, made to the Houso on Saturday, by
a Committes composed of & membicr from each County

Received from lhe Commissioncrs

ABSTRACT OF

RETURNS
of Schools for the year 1835.

and which will form the basis of the acts and appro-
priations of this Ses:ion :—

The Committes appointed to examine the various
Potitions rezatding 8chools have agreed fur the presont

10 conline their attention to tho Act passed in 1832,
o

for the encouragement of and ,
Grammar Schoole, leaving Acadenner 2ad other .
atitutions of lcacning to furm the subject matter of
their Saal repogt.

The C i are in ding
the said Act to b continued for the epace of two!
years longer, not becauso they entirely approve of the
principle, on which it is constructed, viz: The vo-
luntary iption of the inhab within the
ditferent School Districts, but because they rockon
that the Provinca in not yet ripe to assuine the burden
of maintaining o system of elsmentary elucation, by
an equitable assessinent on the populauion, according
to their ubility. One of the Petitions submitted to
their notice, and subscribed by thirty.six siguatures
from Middle Musquoduboit, strongly argucs on the in+
sufficiency of the existing Act, to accomplish the ¢f-
focte which are expocted from it 3 and calls on the
Legislature to take the matter into the:r eerivus and
deliberate consideration, and to enact that hereutter
the common Schools shall ba eupported by a just and
equal asscisment on the meane and property of' every
individual. ‘I'tie declaration of thess sentunents, thus
publicly expressed, cannot fuil to ba regatded a9 the
dawning of'a better and moro hberal tone of tinaking,
which must extend and propagate among ail classes,
when the suparior advantages of this plan are con-
trasted with the dubious and uncertain means which
havs heretofore been adopted fo the support of com.
mon education ; and a hope is entertained that durimg
the next two years the liberal minded within the
several Districts will exert themselves to place thewr
Schools on such a foating 5 and in order to facilitate
this end, & slight modification in the fifth clavse of the
Act has been suggested : ¢ That when a majority in
place of two thirds (as at present) of the Freehol.
ders and Inhabitants shall agree ut thePublic Meetng,
10 be held in the manner therein meationed, 10 raisc
the several sums required, to bo provided for the
maintenance of the Teacher, by an equa! rato and
assesement npon each person according to ns ability,
then the amnunt shall be levied in the sume manner
by which the poor are now provided for.”

In recommending the mode of assessment 23 the
surest basis of education, the Committee hava looked
back to the seversl Acts which have been passed by
the Legistature, and which have been sufiered to expire
.—either from the want of dwposable funds, from a
difference of opinion between the two Hranches of the
Government, or from a change of plan in the struc.
ture of the machinery, ar m the amount of compen-
saion. No teacher could ever regard tua appomiment
as of a fisedand permanent character; and this very
uncertainty hag deterred from that profession the
only class” of men who were calculated to fultil its
duties. The master of a School, with a precarious
snd incompetent income, has none of the motives to
prepare himself by an adequate trauung with thie
varions knowledge which he ought to possess ; and
the Trustces on the other haud, with tho slender
remuneratinn they can offer, have been obliged ofien
10 hire g who to th were obj bl
either in a moral or intellectual point of view.

The committee have not been inatlentive to the
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n cupporting Schools by legal and compulsory rates;
and the experience now of threo centuries has only
tended to sirengthen and fortify all the arguments,
which wera at first urged at the founding of ¢ lijal

public Schoo), with a Master of suitable attainments
in some central part of the Parish,

Though the C rofrain from rec ding
our C Schools to be dled sftor this fashion;

Schools, by their sunguine and zenlous supporters:
and to this national mstitution, resited at the be-
ommng with a plausible vehemence and energy, has
heon ascribed the rapid progeess of the people, avt-
withstanding the natural poverty and barreaness of|

for, as yat, we nsither have the Teacliers noraro able
to provide for them on the same liboral scale, yet
scveral of them are of opunon that svmething ap-
proaching to it may be grafied on our present system.
They would recoquaend the eoutinuance of the last

the country, in all the arts which to civilita-
tion.  In the very lowest ranks rarely can u person be
found meapable of reading, of signing his name, or of
worhing the common rules of figures ; and this eatly
mental cultivation, however small and limited, is uni-
vetsally believed to contribute greutly to the moral
habita of the nation, and to their worldly euccess in
avery quarter of the globe to which they emigrate.
The plan of these Schools is easily sketched and
detailed. In overy parish one of them must of neces-
sity be foundod ; and, Lesides the house or apartment
for toaching, a suitable dwelling under the same roof,
or a distinct dwelling, must be provided for the master.
No part of his mcoms 1s derived from the public funds,
but the frechalders in every parish are bound to furnish
Nim with an annual sum called the salary, and to heep
tho School and his dwelling in ordinary repair. Tie
salary varies considerably, according to the size and
wealth of the parish, boing in some s low as £20,
and in others nsmy above tins by various gradstions,
ding as Lund ate desi of ting
men of the ficst taleuts to the inatruction of their
youth, But the salary alone 1s the sum wlich the
law compels the inhabitants to pravide, and the oth-
eremoluncats growing out of fees and wages,avo paid
by the parents who send their clnldzen tnther for in~
struction.  Tho Parish then merely gives a partial
contribution to the support of thy Teacher, to enable
hun to accopt & lower rate of wages from all with-
out distinction, and alto to extend lus care gratis 10
such children and orphans as could not otherwise be
educated. The freeholders, many of whowm never had
families, or have fannlics grown up gnd sottled, are
not burdened with the whole cost of maintaining these
schools, but only with a sinall portion of it, 50 as tlo
lower the rate of tuition; and to make learning more
accessiblo to the middle and poorer classes ; and ac-

1 grant in its amotot for the goueral purpos-
es of education—but 10 this, whenever the msjocity
of the freeholders and rateable inbabit shall so
dotermine, should be added, & further sum to be rais-
ed, aud levied by asscssment upon all classes indis-
criminately, marsied and unmarried, old, and middle
aged ; which two sums united form the Salary of the
Teacher ; and the Trustess, when it is so determined
by the majority of the inhabitants, who astemble at
such public mesting, shall fix the vate of wages pay-
sble by such Parents as take the benefit of the Schoul,
and sliould aleo have the power of admitting orphane
aund poor children without fees. 1f we follow the
Sculch plan, the sssessment will be confined witlin
the hunits of the School district, but if wo adopt the
it will comprehend a whole Township 3
and by one general asscesurent will provide fur all
the Schools situated within its boundaries.
To give effect 10 the compuleory rate, the act for
ment of Sciools, should either bo per-
petual of be fur a long term of years, that the Provia-
cial aid held out may be depended upon both by the
Toachers-and alee by-the rateable inhabitants ; and
this permanence of the grant will both be a stimulus
and ity for the founding of Schools on this stable
and permanent basis, Such a system ia not open to
the many ohjsctions which have besn urged against
the system of cempulsory assessment. Wealthy Free-
holdors who bave no giildun themsclves, are only
called upon for a moderate contiibution to assist the
cause of general education ; while' the teaching of
the poor, which may be justly regarded as an exercise
of the purest charily, will give to this unfortunaie
class the best means of earning for themselves an
honest livelihood, and of neither dishonouring Society
by their crimes, nor Surdening it with the effects of
their reckless and improvideut habits. Men of sasy
& thould bear iu mind thet in thus contri-

cordingly whenever their own wons and duughters are
placed under the superintendence of the Master, they
have to pay lum the costomary fees exacted from the
the rest of the C ity, Wh 1 3
occurs in a p hiu} School, Candidate3s, by public

systems which other have established for
diffusing the blessings of education, and they have
et with.examples which fully yusufy, from their tried
the principle of a t. The North
American States have both their Common and Gram-
mar Schools supported by this method, and it is found
in perfect d with the feslings of that active
and intelligent people. The immense benefits extend-
ed to the whole ity, of having p
institutions ta train the rising generation in the ele-
wmentary branches of reading, writing and srithmetic,
outweigh, & hundred (0id, the petty inconvenience of
s small portion of every man’s means being taken and
appropriated to eo deserving a purposs ; and thu
,.f.'. ienow so thoroughly wrought mio the very frame
of seciety, as to incus little risk of ever being aban-
dned, Scotland olso isanother memorable insianca of

adver , arc invited to offer themselves, and a
dsy of public examination is fixed, when such as ap-

ar go s parati iny, hing their
qualfications and proficiency ; and the teacher best

ualified ie forthwith installed into the situation, not
liable to be dismissed afterwards,except for misconduct.
For half s century past none have been sllowed to
enter into petition, who sre not capable of tesch-
ing the higher b ; and & thorough knowledg
of the Latin tongue; with a moderate share of the
Greek, i regarded as indispensable. In towns or vil-

buting their guota they are muluplying the chances
of bringing forward those rare talents, which occasion-
ally sppesr among the humbler orders, and which in
many instances, when thus receiving the advantage of
eatly culture, have given a powerful impulee 10 those
arts and scrences from which all men derive an imme-
diste and personal gratification.
. L] L] . .

To the Petition from New Caledonis in Granville,
which ssked the aid of the Legistature for building a
house of differsnt apartments for a male and fomale
School, the Committes were inclined to replv, that
the large sum tequired for hools absorbs all
that the Previncial liberality can afford, and that the
act requi jon of a building as the firet

o,

lages which rise within the bounds of & Parish, sither
from the introduction of ufactures or the natural
growth of population, Schaols of all kinds, and man

of them, taught by females, spring up, and'which sl
are left to theit own fate, haviug no support other

2 tapsy pemaanes, ares the eis of the reformution

than the fane o . With thiat RURCE ]
shzpe nterfioes, b onfinca s requisiticny fo cne

g any suppory
Three Petitionn were o taken under consideration
presented by School who complaia of theie
being deptived of & participation in the public soney,
n the lust division fade by tha Boa:d of Commission-
ern Two of thom came from the Caunty of Helifax,
thio third from Coznwallis, and all of them would hate




