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threatens theni, witlh thle, saino weaponis.
Aiong themîselves they can combine and put
up or puit down freiglhts so as to prevent rain-
ous conpetition with oîî aniother. But thley
have no otlier miielans of standing against fle
coipetition hvliciiienaces both thet and ithe
New York canais fromt Canada, thai by uak-
ing tleir rates low enuough to prevelt fle
diversion of business. It fellows, therefore,
that every desirable thing which coul. lie ic-
coinplished by Congress, if Congress iad con-
stitutional power, is equally certain of ac-
coiplishiment by ftle same business laws
whicli are forcing upon flic people and flic
Legislature of New York a reduction of flic
cost of callal transportation as flic parainount
question of State p)olicy.--Kewc Yorkc Wo'rldl.

How to Increase Trade.

Probably more than one of our readers werc
surprised to notice, in a statistical table of
tie workl's comnerce printeid in out colniiims
a short fimie ago, ftint flic little kingdoim of
Belgium stands next to. flic United States in
flic aggregate anouînt of ifs inports and ex-
ports. It is possible flat Zollverein Geriîany
wouId a little surpass Belgiui in ftle amîotmnt
of ifs trade, and take ranîk next to fle United
States, if the true anoult of Germant exports
vere known. The tabl'e loes not give tliese,
probably for tiis reason, that as the Zolive-
rein does not tax. exports it kceps no acctrate
accoult of tlemzî. Germant imports in 1872
were sligitly in excess of Belgic imports ; and
consequently, if Germnani exports vere knîownî
and added, Germiany and Belgiuit imiglt
change places in hic table.

But, takingtlie table as it stands, there is
cause enougli for astonisliment on ftle one
hiand and for serions thought on ftle other. in
the fact thlat flic little circuimscribedI spot of
earth called Belgium, liaving, ail told, an ariea
of only 7,275,012 acres, and of tliese less than
5,000,000 acres iti cultivation, slould alnost
equîal in flic amouit of ifs coîiinerc tllese
United States, whicli have a land area (excliad-
ing Alaska) of 1,926,630,800 acres. The total
commerce of flie United States in 1872 was
81,164,000,000; of Belgiui ftle sane ycar
S900,400,000. The pîouliaîtioni of tlie United
States in 1871 wais in roind numiibers
39,000,000; of Blelgiumn flic samne year
5,100,000.

One or two f urther comparisois vill show
in a clear liglt how iiiiazingly inferior, in flic
natter of trade, our country is, relatively to

Belgium. The estimuated areai of 31assaclul-
setts is 4,092,000 acres. Tiis is iore Iy
12,000acresthOntliccultivatedareaof Belgitui,
but less by 2,283,612 acres than flic aggregate
acreage of Belgiun. Tie kingdomî of Blelgiuiii
is not a great deal larger tlian fle state uf Mas-
sachusetts. The state of New York contains
32,332,100 acres, or four and onie-half times

more than Belgium lis: and flic poulmtion of
flic state of New York is alreiidy nîeirly equal
to the popilation of Belglumn--thei differeice
iniay be ait ftle present moinent 400,000 in
favor of flic latter ; and yet fle comparison in
our staidticail table is nîot witl 3Massacliu-
setts, or New York, buit with the wliole United
Staftes.

Ifs there anlytiing in flei history and policy
of Belgiumîî fliat iccountls for tlis rentmarkabîle
eniîîence of industrial and comnercial posi-
lion i There is soietiing fliat accotnfs for
if. in flic first place, thte perfect frce trade,
whicli flic Low Coîutries enjoyed ip to ftle
finie of tlieir revoit fromt Spain, towants flic
end o! flic sixteenth century, gave a great
iipetis to tlieir industry and commerce. As
early as ftle fourteentih century, tlieir liiien
and ofther woven goods vre ield in the high-
estiniation ail over Europe. The fanions re-
volt fromt Spain, whicli endcd, after eighty
years, in flic acknowledgmniilt of flc indepen-
dence o! flic 1)ticl Provinces, and in fle
imîposiftion of flic yoke of Spain ipon the
neck o! flic Belgalins ; flic faict that for flic
next century fle Low Couintries iecaine the
iattle-Iield, ftle "cock-jit," of Europe ; and
ftle subsequent passing over of Belgiui as ai
adjunet to the lionse of Aistriia, interrupted
and well-nighî destroyed ftle industrial deve-
lopmtents of Belgiuim.

in 1792 flic country was conquered by the
French, wlio applied to if till 1814, wlien
Bonaparte was overthrown, ftle protective
system, so-caulld, with extremerigidity. But
fron 1814 to 183OBelgitii was united to Bol-
land, and flic two had in coimoi a custoiis
tariff based ou a iaxiiumîî duty of tlree per
cent. on raw iaterials and six per cent. on
inanîufiacftured good. It wias during fhis
interval that flic modern iîaniufactures of
Belgiimî were brouîghît into existence ; fle
lace of Brussels and Meclilin, ftle linens and
daiîasks of Canbray and Liege, ftle woollens
of Ypres, hie iiaiiiifactures of carpes, liosiery,
cotton goods, iaclines and fire-armns becamîîe
tlorouglly establisled ; and a national exhi-
bition of industry in 1830, just before thei
separation of ftle two kingdoiîs, demîîon-
strated an astoibshîinug progress.

But ftle foreigli commerce ait fle Belgiai
portfs, chiefly Antwerp and Ostend, suffered
by ftle conneetion witi lolland for ftle bene-
lit of Aisterdin and Rotterdam; and a dif-
rerenco in race, language, religion and
tradit ions gave rise to a violent revolition in
1830, which separated tue Belgians fron the
Dutch probably for ail fime. The Belgians
reimposed upoi tlieiselves a " protective "
systen vith sucli resutis in revenue and trade
anl industry iit Mir. Frere Urban, ftle
3inister of Finance. camlle fôrward in 1Il and
declaired his intention gradually to remîîove
fron fite tariff every dut y fthat coult becadcti

jîprotective." lu flti viv, a ew tariff weit

into OIerationt in I8 ; and aniother, actially
fulling tait intention. in s18Q ; so flnt nîow
a low tariti is iaiintained solely for revelime,
and an ibi nîîoet 111verei public opinion lnds
fanit with it, not that it is so free, but fliat it
exists ait ail. Belgium ii the imiost advanîcet
country in Europe, probably, in its ileas and
practico on the freedomî of trade. We find in
tfis one faet one great reaison why ftle sialle8t
imonarchy in Europe standsl fourtl in ifs coin-
nierce anong ftle lea(ding nations of ftle world
-- inglandi<i, France, and ftle United States
alone sulrpassing if.

At the last Cobden Club dinner, Mr. Lav-
eleye, a Tielgian, spoke as follows: "As for
Free Trade, the cause is as good as von,
notably in Belginîn, wliere flic Chambers of
Commerce are dleiianîîding not oniy the reditc-
tion of ftle tariff, but the conplete suppres-
sion of ail flic cistoim. liouîses, whicl wouild
miake otr countiry ai free port-a mart free to
ail Euorop."-Ereny Post.

Interesting Statistics.

Following are sone interesting statistics,
conlensed fromt ftle New York )Iuelrin, shiow-
ing fle trade of ftle eleven great nations of
the vorld. (Ti amîoimt in dollars is the total
vaile of iiports and exports):

TDTAL ,--PorLAT0N-,
CoMERcF.

1872. 1855. 1872.
G. Britain. . .... $3,043,000,000 27,620,000 32,000,00
France . ... .... 1,429,000,000 35,750,000 36,100,0
Un hcd States... 1,164,000,00 27.090,000 41,0000
Belgium.......... 999,o0,000 4,530,000 5,100,000
GermuanysmpHi-

cd only......... 00,000,000 33,500,003 35,400.000
u,,i a ......... .447,000,00 30,500,000 35,00,000

Ifufila lu
Europe......... 515,,000000 65,000,000 71,000,000

Ital .. ....... 58.000,000 18,50.000 27,000.000
... 139,000.00 15,600,000 16,370,000

etherland.... 444.000,000 3,433,000 3,650.000
Sweden........... 73,000,000 3,660,000 4,100,000

Totata ...... .. $92r6,Q00,000 271,433,000 311,020,00

The United States shows ftle greatest in-
crease in population, 14,000,000, ane Italy the
the nlext greatest, 8,J0,J0; Astria hais lobt,
000,000.

Messrs. Call and Miller, of Newcastle, X. B.,
liava received a subsidy of -2000 a year fromt
flic Governiment of New Brunswick, to rim a
steaner twice a week betwcen Newcastle,
Clattamiî and Indiantown on the South Webt
Branch of the Miramiîicii, and Red Banik, on
the Norti West Branci; and have pirciased
the steamer Andover for S10,000. It will take
somle delicate navigation to get a side wicel
steaier drawing two fect of water round to
Miraiichîi.

A 1rrno.xou Fi,..rof iroi vessels is about
to be coiistricted at Plhiladelphia for ftle pur-
pose of the butter transit of petroleumll oil tu
Europe, wiere ftle denand is very large. At
Artwerp great iron tanks are being coiistruct-
ed to reccive the oil, wliere it wili be lield in
store outil required for use.


