
LESSON NOTES.

J-Counsols 10-13.
The clh apter openswith "'Hear ye children

the instruction of a fath)er."

Verse l0.-Begins a new phrase of instruc-
tion witl. Hear 0 my Son.-This is the ad-
vice of a tencher to bis pup' . Scholars in the
prophets' schoole were c>* ied sons of the pro.
phet. Jud. 17: 10; 2 7.ings 2: 12; 1 Samn.

Prov. 1: S> refers to parents and their son.
Parents are the natural teachers. In the fifth
coxnmandment honor includes ob ey

Recelve- implies a willingness and de-
liglit in, as welt as holding fast and practie.
ing the truth learned.

Years of thy lfe, lit. lves.-It means
lîfe in its completeness. Life of the body,
mmnd, spirit. Men begin rea1Ry to live when
they learn the fear of the Lord which is wie-
dom. Leara it early that the years xnay be
many.
Il. 1 havetaughtthee.. haveled thee

Receiving wisdom will enable you to make
my teaching your own by thinking it out for
yourself, and by choosing for yourself the
right path.

12. Only thus you wili have true freedom.
XVhom the Son makes free are free indeed. In
the path of righb are no stumbling blocks.

When thou goest ini the ordînary affaire
of life. Whofl thou runnest refers to life's
special duties, teniptations and events.

13. Wýisdomn bestows life. Jesus says "11
have corne that they may have life."

It is not wisdom in the abetract which gives
life, but the spirit of the Lord Jesus bestowe
controls and directs it.

Take fast hold . ... keep. Unto every one
that bath shail be given etc., Matt. 25: 29.

This implies to learn and put into practice.
We lose wbat we do flot use.

Instruction-implies discipline, learning
costs effort always, often pain.

Rend the parable of the sower Matt. 13.
Do not let instruction be lost, either through

weariness, impatience, or neglect.

Il. Warnings.
The ways of wisdom and folly are na-

gonistie. The one leads to l11e the other to,

deith. In the one the face le toward Ged,
in the other the back.

I4.-How strong is the wvarning ngainst ovii.
It is tbreefold, eacb becorning more empha-
tic.

Enter flot -Do not takea the first step. It
is that which costs. Do flot take the firet
glass of strong drink-abstaia froin the begin.
niag.

Co flot-If you bave started, go no fnrther.
Stop and retura. This word is used of tbe
arrogant, presumptuone walk.

15. Avold.-Turn, pass away.- Avoid
both the associations and associates of evil.
Avoid may also imply abbor it in your tbougbt.
Psalm. 1: 1.2.

Put evîl out of your tbought as well as
your life and keep it out.

Do not tamper with evil, tbinkîng you are
stroag and can go as far as it is safe and
pleasant. The wise man knows the accelerat-
ing force there ie in an evil babit. As appe.
tite becomes stroag the 'wli is weakean'd.
Hence be multiplies bis notes of warning.

I6.-Thîs verse sbows us evil in the niastery
of heart and life. It is now ia possession per-
maaently. Habit le fommed nd se evil bas
becoine second nature. It now becomes ag-
greselve. Every day sees evil done before
they sleep. Worse stili, their sleep goes froin
thern unless they have lured others te their
fali. They muet bave companions in sin.

The sin of intemperance je peculiarly of this
nature. It loves company. The traasgressor
loves the company of others Iike-miaded. The
sin le associated with other sine, luet and vio-
lence. Read carefully Matt. 18: 6-9.

17.-The next step is tlve by wrong.doing.
They eat bread won by wickedneee, and drink
wine won by violence. Tbey can say, " My
ineat is to do the wlll of the evil one."

Wben thie verse is applied te the evils of the
drink habit ite application is easy nd its
tessons far-reachiag. What misery it causes
la homes. What violence is done to wife,
children, companione, and community.

Read the fearful indictment in lsaiah 5:11-19.
The wiee man well says 'e<Enter not, go not,

avoid, pnee away."1

111. 'A Contrast.
Tbe path of the just ie like the light of, the

dawn, wbich becomes brigbter and more in-


