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dreadfni to tbem at. if they do not retient,
eh. 1 : 15. The people met ta have ne-
a ponded ta bis appeal, for the second hall oi
the prophecy (from ch. 2: 18 te the end)
describes Jehovahi's gracious change of pur-
pose, and gives lie answer ta the peoples'
prayer,-a promise of abundant blessing,
both temporal aud spiritual. Wben the day
of the Lord comesitwill have terroronly for
their eneniies, who are ta be ail destiroyed.

Sanie take the locuste ta be a figurative
description oa loreign lnvadingarmy. But
plagues of locumte were common enongh and
sornetimes serions enough tu furniali ail occa-
sion for tlîe prophet's appeal, and there
semiès no gond reson wlîy the description
sbould not be takîn literally.

The date of Joci le wholly nnknown, and
is a matter ni littie conseoience, as the ap-
peal and the promise would both hi equally
appropriate at any sucb time ai national
calarnity.

MÂLACni-The propheceo of Malachi con-
tain a denunciation ni threeprevailing evile,
the degeneracy ni tîje prieste, inter-marniage
with forelgn wnmîn, and the witbholding
of tithes. He urges reforni on ti o grounds,
tbe Lords@ love for theni as a people, and the
<ertainty of judgment for evîl-doers at the
coming day oPthe Lord, however well they
may fea in the meantime. H1e concludes
witb tbe promise ai the returnofa Elijab
belone that day, ta lead thern to repentance,
in order that the corse on tîxern may bu
averted.

The book dais nlot directly givi us any
information as ta the tiîne when Malachi
prophesied. But tbeevilsofni îcbhe com-
plaine oi are those which prevailed inth
im i Egraand Nebemiab. It bas always

bienu thse opinion oi scholars and critice that
he bilonga ta that time.

There bas always benu a good dial oi
doubt, hnwîver, wbetber Malachi was the
nul Dame of the prophet. Tbe nanne does
not occnr elsewbere and meansaismply " my
meminger," in wbicb sense it la ueed in this
very book, ch. 8:10. Jewlsb tradition sup-
pu"e bina ta have bien really Ezra. But

* bad Ezra bein tbe author of the propbecy,
it la difficult ta tblnk that, the autborsbip
would' bave bien thu. concealed. Evin if

Malachi was his real nume, it does neot hielp
us mucb, for we know notbing furtuer about
bis biotory or work.

LISONg XXVII.
TaiE Kastip

At the tume ni their settiement in Canaan,
descrlbed iii tbe Book ni Judges, the tribes ni
Israel formed separate communities. But
th.e attacks made upon them by tue people
of Çanaan and eppecially by the Philistines,
soon ebowed tuie need oi a couîfederation nf
the tribes for purposes ni defecc.

In the time ni Deborai and nf Gideon wî
see one tribu helping anotlier. And so
clear lias become the nued of onity, that
the eiders oSfer kingsbip ta <Jiduon. H1e
wisely refuses, for tuinugli thîe nued was
great, tbe people wure nlot reîdy. His son,
Abiîuelecb, bowever (Judges 9: 1-6) tu lis
latier sorrow, secured tue nppointment ni
bimseli as a king. The dignity lapsed witb
bis deatb.

Samuel, by bis ability, made liimseli an
autbority ta ail torae], and sbowed tbat
union was practîcable. Hie agu, tije incap-
acity oi bi& sons, and the pressing neud ni
the times brnngbt the criais. The leaders
buiiived that it was iither a king or extinc-
tien.

To Samuel the dimand was infidelity to
Jebovah, but the people persiitiog, at (iods
bidding bu yieldid ta tbeir demand and or-
daineýd a king wbom God pointed ont.

The king chosen at first promised ta bu
the very man the tiînes needed. Tue people
weri broken in spirit, afraid ta carry weap-
one, foroed even ta go ta te smitlîies of the
enemy ta havi their implementa made or
mended, but Saul'. brave oellil Sfain. 11: 7)
prnclaimed tlîe blrtb of a new lurael. The
firet king made Israel know its oationality,
and gave it greater faitb In itaeif, and ite
God. Uniortunateiy the latter part of liii
relgn was clouded, the failure ni.ite close
presenting a sad contrast ta the spiendor ni
ils commencement. Saut's hadt bien a berce.
lion task, but hi might bave acbieved
sucem bad nlot bis trust iii God given place
tea afoolisb self-confidence.

The carier ni David was 0ne ni conquest.
Hi raised leraiel ta its greateat political


