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ST. MARY'S, SOHO, AND CHURCH WORK |ening of life iri the Church of England, During | cluded, Doubtless this chapel will “give light to
AMONG the groater part of the Iast ceribury the life of the | them that iit in darkness and the shadow of

THE POOR OF LONDON.

Among the many ag for disseminating the
Dblessings of Christianity among the London poor,
the institutions connected with St. Mary’s, Soho,
aro prominent. On a recent oceAsion Canon Lid-
donspoke to tho following effect :—Probably most
of thoso here to-day are aware that the spot on
which we are standing, and which. has been the
scene of the solemn rito, that has just concluded,
is what may be called in a very true senso of the
term, “‘historic ground.” For here, something
like two hundred years ago, the then Bishop of
London, Dr. Compton, acting in concert with the
highest authorities of the State, samigried to-the
members of the Greck Church residentiin Londow:
a site for their chapel ; and it was achulliluml by
them for a period, the exact length of which I do
not know. That it was used, however, is a fact,
on the importance of which we do well to dwell.
Upon this very spot duringmany yearsthe Liturgy,
w

Chuirch of Erigland was at its lowest ¢bb, and it was’
because the Church’s spiritual vigour fiad almost
sunk to xero that Dissent made such enormots
strides. Weo owe Dissent in one way a very great
debt, for by its aid s large portion of the population
of this country was saved from nothing less than
absolute heathenism. A very great man once said
we Churchmen.ought never.to approach a Dissenter
except in o apirit of humility, and indeed of thank-
fulness. The first movement of God’s Holy Spirit
amongst us was the Evangelical, which reanimated
the sense .of our Lord’s living Presence, of His
glorions Godhead, of the priceless value of His
atoning work and the sanctifying power of the Holy
Ghost, of the feeblencss and sinfulness of poor hu-
man nature, unless it is washed in the Blood :of’
Jesus Christ, and sanctified by the grace of the,
"Holy Spirit. ~ So far as it want in & positive direc-
tion the Evangelical movement was the work of
God the Holy Ghost, but it did not cover the whole
area of God’s revealed Truth, It did not point out
with sufficient clearness' that God had come among.
us by His Son and His Holy Spirit not merely to

deem and tify mankind, but in order to found

ichis perhaps the richest, the most beautiful,
the most devotional amongst all the liturgies of the
Church, that of St. Chrysostom, was publicly.used ;
and its use was authorised' by a Bishop whom per-
sons in my position are specially bound to honour.
He ruled this diocese for a longer period than per-
haps any other Bishop since tlie Reformation ; and
during his episcopate the present Cathedral of St.
Paul was built from its foundation to the top of its
dome. ~He was a munificient, learaed, and liberal
prelate ; “and this church is only one among the
many proofs of his generosity., After a time the
Greeks left this spot, anld they were succeeded Ly
a body of French Huguenots, who had been driven
from their native land by what we must think a
most unhappy persecution. These in their turn
were followed by a body of our own Nonconformists,
a body of Independents, who remained here until
two and twenty years ago, when through the ex-
ertions of the Rector of St. Anne’s, Soho, this apot,
which hiad been in so many various ways dedicated
to the worship of our Creator and Redcemer, was
saved from becoming a centre of vice —a casino—
and was finally devoted tothe service of the Church
of England. Now may we not see in these histori-
cal facts a pledge of future union amongst Christi-
ans] No earnest Christian, in his best moments,
can look at the condition of the Christian world ;
at the alarming prevalence of vice and immorality
in this great metropolis, as well as in other large
towns ; at the violent forms of distructive thouglht
that to a degree, unprecedented in the hisory of
the church, threafun to undermine th.e most fanda-
mental triths of the faith in the ninds of large
classes of men ;—no one, I say, can look atall this
without praying for union among those who believe
in and ‘wouiip a common Lord and Saviour. I
trust that the decendants of those who usé the:
Liturgy of St. Chrysostom on this spot,—the de-
cendants of the Huguenots driven from France, and
who'held no doubt an imperfect creed, but who,
there is also no doubt, were encouraged in any
errors which clung to them by the hard treat-
ment -which they received.--and the descen-
dants of those Independents who dissented
in a great number of cases much more from the life-
lessness' and deadness of the Church of England
than from her'doctrines or even from her connection
with the:State, may find their way back to a sanc-
tnary where they will have exhibited to- them the
Truth in all its fulness, and the Truth, moreover,
recommended by zeal and love. It is natural to
hope that this Church may be a pledye -of union
among those who worship our common Lord ; but
if that blessed consummation is everin God’s mercy
to be broniht about, it will most assuredly be not
ah uaworthy or cowardly surtender of the faith
which we'have received from our forefathars, the
faith which is not ours to give away, and which it is
our.most sacved duty to hand on to those who shall
follow after us. Union can never 130 possible, if it
is sought in a cowardly abandonment of all distinc-
tive truth.

To  the- firat considerationlet me add a
second. The services of this chapel represent
the fruit of one of the greatest movements—-
‘probably, 1 should only do -it gemtiw if I said the

atest. movement—which has been brought about-
mod the.Holy Spirit in the Church of England
during the present century. Irefer to what'is called
the Oxford movement, It wasz not the first quick-

n spititual Kingdom, 1t omitted to -point out the
real meaning and value of the Sacraments as chan-
nels of that new life which Christ our Lord hasgiven
us in the Kingdom of the new Covenant. This
more complete statement of the Truth was reserved
for what is known as the Oxford movement. That
movement began in the University from which it
took its name in the year 1833, and al first it was,
from the very necessity of the case and the condi:
tions of its existence, of the of an intellectus
theory, addressed to learned men, making its way
indeed by books and processes of argument, but not
coming inté contact with the heart or the devotions
of the people. If it had always remained in that
condition it would not have been the work of God
the Holy Spirit. . Thé test of Divine-Truth which
distinguishes it from any mere human theory is
this :—Divine Truth has always soniething to say
to every human heart. It is like God’s sun shining

and will giiide ‘many’ feet into the way of peace
Tt  will "bé w light to lighten the Gentilos, and will
be the glory of Christ's people Israel.” It will be
a glory tv God's people when they here experience a
foretaste of that communion 'wiati God which, be--
ginning on earth, will continue through all etemnity
in heaven ; and it will be a light, to lighten those
multitudes outside the Church’s fold whe do no
know our Lord, aud therefore do not love Him,
but towards whom He has intentions as merciful,
as just, as generous, as indulgent as those which
are the joy and support of the members of His own
Body. It is to promote His love and honour that
'we have laid this first stone.

The Vicar afterwards entertained a number of
his friends at the Fouse of Charity, Greek-street ;
arfd after luncheon, My, Chambers the
health of Canon Liddon. The motto of the Rev.
gegtleman was, he believed—*‘ Toleration with ox-
thodoxy,” and if that principle had been adopted
in times past, we should not now have to deplory
the alienation of many who were unfortunately se-
parated from us. :

After acknowl dging the wm)ilimcnt, Canon Ind-.
don proceeded to say—I entirely accept the atate-
ment of our principlee which Mr. Chambers has

“been good enough to fermulate for us—‘¢ Toleration

with orthodoxy ;” and I believe that cur safety as a.
Church.depends upon our hearty acoeptance of it.
Toleration of thoae outside theChurch has; of course,
in theso daya no merit ; in exercining it we make a
virtue of s necessity. But toleration within the
Church, and thisin conjunction with the Church’s
adherence to the old In&\m of orthodoxy, is
what we contend for. At this time we are leamiing’
that the convictions of men upon the most sacred’

all subjects are not to be enforced or propogated by
process of law. The antiquated and miachievous

idea: that thcz‘m be has been gradually.
1 should hope, disposed of by a serios of unsucoes-
ful  experimentss and  the - i

not have bough} too dear if by means of thoss
experi ta it sh ’}&ouublisheﬁ,ﬂutmigim

in the heavens—it may do more for one creat
than anotuer ; but it does something for all. And,
therefors, it was absolutely necessary, in order to
prove its vitality, that this great movement, should
not only Xenetmte among the intellectual, the re-
fined, and well-bred classes of society, but that it
should gome down from these social heights and
show the universality of its power by appealing to
thoe heerts of the people. Now it is the peculiar
glory of St. Mary’s, Soho, that in yery early days,
when the iuterest of the community at large had
not heen atiracted to the movement as it _sce has
been, this chapel did, under cnormous difficulties
aird through a great deal of shame and obloqluy,.
teach the (feepei' truths to which I have referred to
the very poorest of the people. 1t is emphatically.
a poor man’s church which we are to-day psoposing
to enlarge and beautify. This church desls with
the poor in a way which ragged-schools and other
schemes (of which I wish to speak with the greatest.
respect) do not. They attempt to deal with the
poor as masses, whereas a church like this seeks to
deal with them not as a class, bul as individuals.
To do any good whatever with any man.or woman
you must consider that man_or woman not as one
grain in a heap, but a8 an individual. The soul of
the youngest, the poorest, the most ignorant of hu-
man beings is t6o noble and intrinsically majestic a
thing to be herded with large masses of other souls
and treated as ifyit had no special peciliarities. It
must be dealt with alone, as if there were but two
persons in creation, the soul that speaks and the
soul that isspoken to—as if there were but two be-
ings in existence, the soul and its Creator. Itis.
characteristic of the work carried on in this placa,
that it has not been like that of some clerical lec-
turer coming down here once, or twice, orthree
times a week, and delivering addresses of more or
less merit, to a large number of persons of whom
individually he knows nothing. All teaching, here,
is subordinated to the one siipremc;idea of building
up, in each individual, the life of Jesus.Christ; of
adding, line upon line, precept upon precept, one.
truth to another ; one grace to another ;. of mukin
€ach Christian. more and more fit for the eterna
‘mansions, until at last the predestined day comes
when each suul is committed to the pierced hands
of Him who has redeamed it. It is the sympathy.
and respect which Y feel' for -such a work that:has

isemphatically a duty we owe to the poor.

‘to meby a cle

Ded of a faxiner in

made me thankful to Liave this opportunity of tak-

ing part in the ceremony" which has just'been cou-

convictionsto be worth anything must be; based -
u{)oh a genuine spiritual freedom. 1t is because
Churches that ure dogmatically strong can afford to
bé tolerant, that we must, on the other hand; hold'
firmly the principles of orthodoxy. Tt is useless.
to disguise tho fact that we ave riow standing face:
to face with a great anxiety—an anxiety so serions
that Dr. Pusey has said, without the amallest trace
of exaggoratinn, that the present crisis .is the most
dangerous we have had toface in the present oen:
tury.  There can be no doubt that soften it, pal-
liato it, as you wiil, if the Church of England in
her corporate capacity were to resolve on #0  mis-
chevious astep as the disuse or mutilation of
Creeds accepted by thé whole Eastern and ‘Western
Chyxch she would take up a new doctrinal position
in the face of Christéndom. When we corisider
what consequences would be involved in'that, we
may. well feel that all prudent persons would hesi-
tate before lending their assistance to.bfing about
80 much religious confusion. I scarcely trust my-
self to say moré upon a matter on-which I feel .xo
strongly ; but:I wish to add to what I have already
snid one cbservation. The maintainance of the
‘Athanasian Creed is x_lotobsv any‘means amere duty
to the leurning and orthodoxy of the -Church, 3 %-‘—)"it
take
it that the real crime of the Athanasish Creed is
that there is no doubt about what it means. It
speaks too cleaﬂ{ for those who do not really be-
lisve the great truths which it affirnis. Of dourse I
know that if we analyzed its expressions one by. one
we should be carried into fields of thought, to; ex-
plore which requires a special intellectual training ;.
but it isalso true that the Creed: apeaks with such.
terseness, directiiéss, and -plainness, that any one
derstanding a moderate amount of ‘the: ﬂﬂ:
language can easily, follow it. A remarkable ilius-
tration of this was furnished by &' 1nesssge conveye
rg{:n'm of Essex soine little fime
was lately,” he said, called t?the.“l!le,tg:;

since :—*‘L Do naid, called
my.parish who.had been
Jife, and who died a Dissenter, Ho particy fx
wished te see me, and he said :—Lhope you will teil,
those. .gentlemen -of ;your. Church who are doing-
what théy can't6 uphold-the Athanasian (that.
I wish them God-fpeed. L oan ‘tall'you:thak that: -
Creéd has- been & great'blessing to me;. f0r:

ot think T should ever have beon sbia, without
3ta help to mako oyt fromn the Bible What i seid aa

.-



