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aame from the same place, and ate of the same
atamp with those alluded to aiready in the Mait-
.Jand- seetion ; and, like them, bear the cvident

_marks of having grown up from infancy in the

“grosem ignorance, as well as in the utter neglect
- of every means of ’gncund Ciwintian duty. ‘This

s #o resson, however, why they should be de..

-apised, or cast off. 1€ they eare not for themnelves,
they are on that nccount hut the greater objects
of compassion, and ought 10 be the more eared for
by those who know the value of the hlemings
which they despise.  The armm of the Lord in not
shortened_that it esnnot save, Sometbing may
yet be done for them; or even shonid all cfforts
fail in the case of the more advanced in life, yet
something may at least he done 10 save the young
and rising generation from the same dreadful con-
dition: 1 the Spirit of the l.ord would only
hrenthe wpon these dry bones—and who knows
-t he may—what a glorious tranaforination would
immediately foliow ! :

‘e wext in order is the Sydenham Congrega.
tion which meetn that of the Lake Shore, about
three miles to the north-rast- of the village, st
what ie called the 10th line, and includes what
Jies 10 the south of the Tawnship of Syden.
ham, on the east side of the Owen Sound Road,
and the whole of the Township of Detby an the
west,  This congregation it in a very prommising
eondition, and hids fuir to become, in » féw years,
_one of the mast flourishing congregatione of onr
charch. H they are without the stated meuns of
@race, they are nnt withont a etrong desire to oh-

tnin thém; and 1 feel amsured that n min‘mrri

would hert: find imnch tostrengthen his handa, and
eheer and Jielp him in his laboars.  This 'is no
rifling consideration, and on this as well as other
sccounts, | foel no heditation in saying, that thisis
_& most inviting ficld of Inhour.  Of sone congre-
. _mvegetionn it might Le xaid, that the only indnee-’
-ment in their case prescented 10 a minister to settle
:among them, i their extreme need of the preach-
-ing of the word.  In all other respects they are in
.4, most unfit condition for becominz pastoral
-eharpes. It is not so, however, at Sydenham
. “There the materislsare ready at hand 3 the escen-
tinl requisites are on the spot; and all that is
woeded in theirease to render them & healiby and
well-conditioned congregation, is merely a suita-
. We pastor. With regard to their strensih in point
_of numbers, itmust he conziderahile—I choutd sup-
powe, at thie lowest_caleniation, not less than one
hondrcd heads of fumilies and houscholirrz,  The
“Highlanders constitute aboat hiali - the contrrega-”
_tion, and are, with fow exseptions, located in that-
part of Sydenham-called the 10th Lne.. “They
‘se chicfly from the pavishes of Reny and Halkirk,
.§n Caithness, and, I am happy to say, hive nnt for-
gotten what they have seen and heard in the land
of their faithers.  They ascemble together on the
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. Sabbath for the worship of God, and on theee ac- |'

easions one of the elders, Mr. Grorze McKay,
. presides, and aswisted by some otherm, conducts

their relizious exercises. The English-speaking

portion of the congregation also amseinble on the
. Jord's day for'a similar purpose, as alm for the
instmetion of the yonth—bath «f which objects
creattended to at the same meeting. A
.. 'T'he Lord was pleased to give some comforta--
ple and pleasant daynin thisplace, which, togrther
with other -associations served to endear it 10 e
smore thin, most other placee on 1his side the At-
. Isgtic. My feelings were a good deal agitnted

at the thought of leavieg it, and when ascending’

the mountain, at the foot of which Kcs this.lonely
village of the wildemess, I ence and »gain tumed
round, and gazed with deep emotion om its scat-

. tered dwellings, which now lay in fell view hefore
_-me. A fow minutes more, and thin imeresting,
- place, where I had been endeavouring to speak of
. the Sevicur 10 his ewn and to others. would dieap-
(r.rl‘mn my view, and the thought occurred that
- § might acver see it again. My errand was told,
- the term appointed for my stay in it was expired,
..snd_I: was sow retrrnigg by the way I, cme.
-Ths pocple were avshoep witheut 8 shephérd, a

ngd !
£
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1o some of them at lenst, this wes o ordinary
trial.  They folt sad and diwpitited, becavae they
thought their prospects were less encoursging now

1o realize their aituation, aiid enter into their feel-
ings, and thus Jook up to the Lord of the harvest
that he inight send them help out of Zion. -
Proceeding southwardand passing the Town-line
of 8ydenham and Dethy, we enter on the northern
boundary of the congregation of Saugine. It em-
hraces the’ Townships of Holland and Glenelg on
the east, and those of Sullivan and Bentinck on
the west side of the rond, and might not impro-
perly be termed the Highlandeof the Owen Sound
country. ‘The nmbet of Presbyterirn heads of
families and honscholders is considerably overtwo
handred, nnd the probability ie that in a few years
this nuiber will Le more than doubled. Asx yet
there ishut x small portion of the land occnpied—
only three lota in depth on each side of the road.
All that Jies heyond this is still one unbroken wil-
demese; and thux a favournble opportunity is pre-
sented to families and _individunle, wishing to’
settle among thicir. own  people, where- they
might have the prospect of enjoying the means of
grace in connection with their. own Church. In
thix extensive congregation thereare three preach-
ing stations, which will; most likcly, soon beconie
three separate chinrges,each occupying about eight
miles of the rond.  In the northern atation the
people are chiefly from the Lowlands of Scotland
and the Synod of Ulster. They usually meéet at
Mr. Buchanan's, ahout fonrteen miles from Syden-
tlnam.and the number attending on such occasions:
{ is conciderable, and evidently ‘on the increase.
{ Recently,indecd, the congregations have been o
| Inrge as to render it repratedly necesary to meet
-in the open air. ‘This war panticulatly the case
during the visits of Mcnere. Cugrie and Balt, who-e
{abonrs were highly appreciated here as well as in
the other parts of the' acttlement.  The new line
of road leading from Mono Mills to Owen Sound,
and now in the course of being ‘opened up by the
Govemment, passea_throngh the Township of
Holland; and inccts the Owen Sonnd road a’litile
above the preaching?pince. This circummance
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station, as the _land on this new route, if not so
already, will soon be taken' np by actual seitlers,
The middle station ix pethaps the strengest of the
_thiree 5 it extende as far south as the Rocky Saun-
gine, and nombers about cighty’ familice, who,
with few eéxceptions, are Highlanders, chiefly from
the Western Isleaof Scotland. At a public meet--
ing they resalved ta proceed thissame season with
“th:e hailding of # church. T'am sofry to my, how-
ever, that they have since fallen back from their-
resolution, ag far at least as the prénent senson is
concerned. This is much to he regretied on va-
rioua accounts, but particularly as betraying too
plainly & want of energy and life where it should
be moet of all exhidbited—in the fartherance of the
canse'of Christ, as also & want of trust in God,
“whose is the silver and the gold, and “who never
forgets to reward works of faith and labours of
Tove. It wouid be wrong, however, not to make
some allowances in their case. They are. otill

dimdvantages incident to first settlers in thedback-
woods, and are only beginning to draw breath
after a protracted and most severe struggle with
privations and difficulties, of which few can form
any adequate iden, exceptanch as have either wit-
neceed ot endared them. The third/or Saithern
sation has its central’ point-at the larger branch
of the Saugine, where two of the new lines, re-
cently mrveyed -by the -Government, meet-the
‘Owen Sound Road.- Here aleo‘there is a Town
Renerve, and it is expected that ere ong it will
become a'place of some imiportamncé. The Pres-

“cluding those 'who disring the present season have
nken‘gm lots onthe two fines just refeired to, their
number cannot be less than ‘heads of fami-

“liew ind howsthold
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than before. With these thouzhte passing'in re--
vicw hefore my mind, I endeavored for a moment-

will, no donht, add greatly to the strength of this

Inbouring under all, or most of the hardships and | of Gwen

byterians in this quarter are very humercws. " In--

s ATgrant=of "ten” actes: of-
otdery. - ATgrant’ of "ten acrew of
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iand, pleasantly sitwated on the bank of the river,
and at the junction of the roade, has been obisined
lately from the Government, and here it isatiended
to build & church. lere sivo, as in the Middle
Siation, the - great- majority of the people sre
Highlanders. .
-7 After leaving the Ssugine eo:rndon. we
next come to that of the Mailland, whict em-
braces the Townships of Egremont, Normenby,
and Arthur,and is not much less than twenty-five
miles in length. The number of Presbyterian
families is estimated at two hundred. Here aleo,
an in the neighboring congregation, there arethees
preaching stations at equal distancen front each
other, and altiough in some respects the aspect of
mntters ia net so cheering as in the other
gationa, still T sce nio reason why the hope sheuld
not be cherished, that ‘each of these stations may
yet hecome a separate pastoral charge, At the
northern station there. i a1 frame chwrch _already
built, but not yet finished imide. Tt was got up
chiefly through the exertions of Mr. Cochrane,
whose unremitting zeal and labours for the fur-
therance of the cause of Christ in thinquarter, de-
reryed al potice, ‘The niiddle station extends
from the Maitland 1o Mr. Gunn’s—a-distanse of
cight miles. The here are, with few ex-
ceptions, from Tsls, and many of them understand
but little of the English language. At the time of
tny leaving the settiement they were making pre-
parations for builling 2 place of- worship, abeut
the centre of the station, and it was expected it
would be-finished next summer;. it was aleo
contemplated that when this one were completed,
another would be commenced in the third or lower
station’ which extends to the village of Anbur.
Within the bonnds of this siation there are abeut
forty families, who are, with very. few exceptions,
from the Synod of Ulster. Besides these,as 1
was informed, there are several families in ‘the
adjoining Township of Maryborough, who would
probably join with them. )
" When 1 first began to write this report, T had
no intention it should be-so long. 1 hope the
Committee will prrdon mie for trespassing so far
upon their time.  Tho eketeh-thus precensad,
ideamay
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though long, is still imperfect : butsome

he :gl‘l‘med from it of the great importance of the
Owen Sound country, as a missionary field. A
wide door is here opened up to- our Church, and
in Providence she is enlied upon to avail herself
of the offer, and enter in and take possession, No
Chiurch but hersell can, in-the meantime, do it ;
and il we could- evén' hut panially occupy it at
present, it would henceforth become our own ex-
clusively. 1f entered upon now with spirit, and
properly cultivated, it would soon become atrictly
spenking, a Preshyterian country ; for.if, to the
natural-atirnctions it possesees, were ronly.added
the.privileges of goen:! medne and- ordininces,
Preshyterians from all paris.of Canada and the
O!d Country would soon pour in  and ‘oecepy-the
»0il, and thus, in a.few yearr, we would have.a
line of Churches reaching from Arthur to_the
Georgian Bay, and all of these, except in two in-
stances, at equal distances ot eight miles” from
each other. Jn the event of such things teking
place, we mizht expert to hear of the-Presbyt,

ery
sending forth her missionaiies to
plant, in her tum, new Churches and-mew Pres-
dyteries. -

" " Daring my stay-1 endeaw
the people the ind able duty of cc
to the'Home Mission Fund.- 1 brought itsclaims
‘before ‘them - repeatédly, and explained to-them

how matters stood. T found, however, that very

little .could be realized -in” the way. of - collec-

tion ;nnd that .bésides, it would -prevent"them

from contributing in-any other way, and, conte-

quenily; there was mone wisde. [ eddeavoured
to get them 10 adopt & wntform, phn-of raléing-

funda by .

Hoping thet the Lord may provide ail neoessary
means, and crowa the labours 6f your Comtimittee
-weiths the moat sbundant seccess; I-remain; &c.
pn v es Ty v LacktAN McPreseox:t
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