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solve to support tho majority »f the people i the-chotee of a-mimater.—
Having agrecd to this they proceeded to procure.votes for Mr. Boston.

‘But these precavtlonary ateps were dieregarded, and the king presents )

cd the Rev. John _Bonar, of Cockpen, to the Parish.  In othur cireum-
stances this excellent minister, descended from the Torphichen marrow-
man of the same name, and progenitor or a numeroua family of eminent
chrisians and of weveral distinguished-ministers, would have-been eenli-
Ally reccived by the people. But ho-wasthe Patron's chuice, ard not
-tho people’s, and they were not_to be driven from tho . surse they had
adopted by any candidate, although as deserving as tho obyeet of their
own sclection.

The caso of Mr. Bonar's translation was brought before the Assembly,
where, feoling that it would be hiazardous, from. the excited state of the
people, to induet him, it was not supported § and in the mecantime he re-
ccived and accepted & call from Porth.  Ina short time after this Mr.
Douglas, of Kenmoro, wns -prosented to-the parish of Jedburgh ; but he,
it appears, met with universal opposition.  Mr. Banar had been support-
ed by tho Provost, the councillors, and-the chief heritors of the town and
Parish, but Mr. Douglas was opposed by all the authorities, and by the
whole Parish, with-the exception of fivo individuale. (od was hereby
preparing for the christian peoplo a more mignal triumpl: in defenee of
their ccclemastical rights. The Commission enjoined that the transla-
tion should be prosccuted. 'Tho Presbytery, however, refused to act, and
protested sgainst the Commission in Janguage at onco bold and faithful.
“Tho following i its tenor :—

“The Commiesion havo ordered tho Presbytery to proceed -in the
:unopomtion of Mr. Douglas according to the rules of the Chureh, when-
all the rules of the Church forbid it. They must- transmit tho presenta-
tion, and the few subscriptions for tho presentee,-under -the name of a
call from the Parish, whea tho whols Purish, excopt five, are openly de-
claring against him. They cannot mako out a process of tranaportation
without reasons to support it, when thoy cannot find one for it, and all
tho reasons in the world against it.  When ha comes to he admitted, ho
_must mako a solemn declaration of his steadfast adhorence, not ouly to
tho doctrine and ~worship, but to the whole diacipline of the Church of
Scotland, as founded on and agrecable to the word of God; When.it is
evident ho could never como there but by the breach or neglect of sonio
of the most important-articles of it: that zeal for-the glory of God,
Jove to Jesus Christ, and a desiro of saving souls, are his chief mntives
-and inducements, and not-worldly designs and intereste, when, to say the
thing in the softest torms, no body will beliove him = and that he has had-
no 'pndue hand, cither by himself or others, in procuring his transporta-
tion, when all the world sces the ovil is oving allenarly to his absolute
acceptance of and resolute adherence to his presentation.  He must; aftor
all this, be gravely asked, whether ho closes with this call, and is willing
to take the pastoral charge of ‘that people: and-they must be asked,
whether they rcceive and submit to him as their minister; and if they
permit, it must be taken for granted they do, when all present know that
they do not. But this is not all : This must all bo done in the namo of
our Lord Jesus Christ, solemn addresses must bo niade for his -blessing
on his own ordinance, and *is blessing on him whom he has thus set
over that congregation; .~nd ho admonished to-feed the-flock of God,
over which the Holy Ghost hath made him overseer 1

Yet the Asscmbly of 1757 ordered that Mr. Douglas™induction should
bo gone on with at all hazards, and-hence the peoplo saw that thej priv-
ileges were to be sacrificed by the resistless arm of the civil power. A
deputation, shercfore,. from-tho Parish of Jedburgh -was—now-sent to
Mr. Boston, to ascertain whetherie would_bo willng to becomo their
wiaister,; and -to leave tho.Establishment. They found that his-mund:
had been, from- vanous-causes, -on -wich we do not-cuter, prepared for
sach a-step.

“Thepeople now,” says Br. Struthers, “ saw their way clear to crect -
-a_placeof worship where they-might cnjoy tho-ministrations of him

whom they had aready called in the sight of God, though thwarted by~

the power -and devices of man. Tho first meeting was held for this
purposs on the 30th May, 1757, and is described as* a medting of the ma-
gistrates, town council, soveral heritors, and inhabitants of the town hgidi
Posish of Jedburgh, to- coneert upon proper measyres for raising and -
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- as was almost to bo - expected, overy -member, -exuepting the elder from

‘taken this step, after-mature and serious delibiration, he w
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crectmgn. Merling-hoteee m this town*  aaton's consent having been
decured 1o become thewr mumster, they drew out a more formal _ealt for
subacription by the people, and appantod -Committees o go through
Jedburgh and the various adpming prnshies, Minte, Hawick, Lilliealcaf,
Maxton Cradingz, Morcbutle, &ey ta colloet =ubscniptions for-bmlding
the honee. Ground wae purchased  Rame wave-money  The farmers
sent thar servantz and Tirses t cant tne matenals for-the building.—
Waed, sron, and glase for the windons, came from VATROUS UATLCTN ——
These wler had-no juft gave s many days lalwnr 3 and i the-inereditily
short peried of hitle mon than six months from the first nmeeting, tho
chureh-waa built, seated, and-ats pe*pit illed by Mr. Boston *

Butlet-us traco the-steps Jeading o> thie happy consummation. [t
was aeccrsary that Mr Boston’s coanesior with the Parish of Oxnam,
and_the Chureh of Beatlamd, should ¥ dicolved 3 and that-his induetion
to Jedburgh should take place with ae much ceclemastical wrler as cir-
cumstauees would pecmit. . When, therefore, the Presbytery met at Jed-
burgh, on-the Sth-December, 1357, he gave m his deminsion in the fol.
lowing tering 1

“The demission of me, Mr Thomax DBoston, minister at Oxnawm,
hapibly show ab, Albat there are soveral things s the “National Chureh
which have buen, all alung, disagrcable to o, yet the prosent meshod
of sutling vacamt-churches, by the mere forca of prezentations, which
has been so lung-posisted dn, and s all atc very year. prosecuted moro
vigorously, is su- diametrically opposite to all the lnwa of Jesus Christ
ubout that matter, has su=h a manifest tendency-to fill the Church with
naughty members, to-mar the edifieation of tho body of Christ, and in
fine, uterly to destroy the dying remains of religion-in the nation, that
I can no longer sit a-member of the present- judicatories of this Church,
but-mnust leavo.my placo there that [-may- take part with the opprossed”
heritage of Godi When [ cntered on- my ministry 1n-the National..
Chureh, more-than twenty years ago, even then- with- concern | beheld
violent settlernents authorised by the General Assemblics thercof.  But
in thoso daya thero-was a very-considerable number of members who op-
posed such violences, jand they were by their number aml influence a
pretty good balance against these who favoured them, Hence, when thio
General Assembly, or-their Commission, had authorised a siolent settle-
ment, the next Arsembly was readily composed of suek members an wero
mclined to check and control thege tyrannical measures. But, alas? the
times-are vi«ibly altered to the worse ! ‘I'h¢ butk-of those-worthy men
who opposed the encroachments compluined of, ars, 1t 1 likely, removed
to thewr rest and-reward.  ‘The cvidence hercof 13, that for a conrse of
years past, we fiud one Assembly after another-changing theiy membern,
but nover changing their 1y raanical measures setthng-vacant churelice.
Those who adhero to the ancient prmeples and- practico-of the Church
of Scotland, in this matter, are now reduced to such a small"and incon-
siderable handful, that they are quite ran duwn by the nuicrous oppo-
nents, and have it not in their power to reform those crymg abuser, nog
to do justice to the-oppressed, while they continne 1n the communion of
the Church, Upon these and other considerationd, which afterw arde
may be made manifest, T yadge 5t my duty to give up the placo which |
hold as a minister of the National Church, and at the samo tune 10 con-
tinue in the full exerciso of that munistry- which 1 have received of the
Lord Jesus, as God, in tus providence, may give me opportunity. ‘Ihege-
fore, wit yo me, the said. Mr., Thomas Boston, to have demted and lad
down, like as I hereby simpliciter demit and lay down wiy pastoral charge
of the parish of Oxnam, and deliver over the said paysh to-the hands
of the Reverend Presbytery of Juldburgh, withmn whoso. bounds it-hreg—-
eraving that the said Rev. Presbytery may, wpon thiy my-demssion being
lodged-in-their clerh's hands, and read i thes presence, fi
parish vacant, and eavse the same to be declarcd . due forns, and pro-
ceed tuthe settlement of a gospel minister therein, wah al converagy
speed.  Upon all which I take instruments and Crave extracts.

- (Signed) T Bas,ox "
This document is evidently couched in-language at_once -faithful ans
decisive, as well as respeetful to-the Court.

find- the said

Afterit was read, howes |,

Jedburgh, objected to reccive Mr. Boston's dennssion, Byt as he-had

ag Sem 10 ad-

hering-to his purpose, and he vindicated ns resvlution by reading-an_ar.



