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The author of the work before us has

undertaken, not only to solve, as far
as it s possible at this distant day to
do, the mystery which hangs over the
origin of the Brahma, as a distinet
qariety of fowl, but also in a plain,
practical way, point out its useful and
economic qualities as contrasted with
other bipeds of the feathered 1tribe,
He dwells on the characteristics which
are peculiar to the Dark and Light
varieties, as bred for the exhibition pen,
while on the judging of Brahmas he
offers several suggestions, and gives ex-
‘pression to his own views on the sub-
_jeet; concluding with an appendix
-containing the latest, and, we presume,
~$he only proof now obtainable as to
~the origin of the Brahma, as a distinet
breed, and not produced by a cross be-
tween the Cochin and the Dorking, as
has been asserted by a certain class
~of fowl fanciers, not disposed to look
supon it with an eye of favour.

To the lover of poultry literature,
“more especially that treating of Brahmas
this addition will Le a great deside-
ratum. In the chapter and ap-
pendix devoted 1w the origin of the
Brahma, the aunthor clearly and
unmistakably combats the adverse
views taken by opponents of the
theory that it is of separate origin to
that of the Cochin ; and we are free to
confess, to our mind most successfully,
to the contrary, notwithstanding some
of the adverse opinions we have read.

But whatever obscurity may hang
arvound the origin of the Brahma as a

-separate breed, of its economic value
few, who have had any practical know-

- ledge, will deny that in itself “it pos-
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sesses @ greater amount of real useful-
ness and value than any other pure
breed.,” And on this point, as well as
on the characteristics of the two varie-
ties of Dark and Light, their practieal
breeding, rearing and management, the
book now under review teews with
valuable information.

As a stock bird, Mr. Wright clearly
shows that it is not inferior either in
table qualities, or in the production of
egys, to any other variety, the Ham-
burghs included. Of the table value,
he says he had recently a good oppor-
tunity of testing its merits as compared
with the Houdans (the Dorking of
France). “The Brahma had quite as
much breast meat, the quality was fully
as good, and the guantity at least half
as much again, a very great point this
Jast in rearing for the market;” al-
though he admits that it “ eannot equal
the game fowl, and perhaps the La
Fleche, in the sapidity of its flesh.”
He combats the very prevalent idea
that Brahmas are vedy great caters, and
distinetly states they do not consume
nearly so much as the Cochin or Créve
Coenr, and scarcely so mach as the
Dorking; and of the chickens he says,
“like all other fast growing fowls, they
have considerable appetites,though they
worw't eat old hats.”

On the characteristics of the Dark
and Light varieties of the Brahma, a
chapter is devoted, well worthy the
perusal of the amateur and the fancier.
What the colours and markings of these
varieties ought to e, ave very distinctly
pointed out, while size and weight ave
not omitted to be noticed. We cannot,
within our limits, attempt even a syn-
opsis of the many points enumerated,
nor indeed it we did would it convey
any adequate idea of the anthor’s mean-
ing. The shape, carriage, markings,
colour and general appearance of the
birds, all come within the range of his



