
a tene tee low to, be distinetly heard, exteept by those close to him. The sourd of
'ide voice je hewever suffleientîy audible throughout the hoube te, attraet thb atten-
tion an d effectually prevent any thing like close application of niind te the pray-
er which ie being offercd. The persons around the altitT espeeially, must have
their attention se diyided that it is impossible for theta either te unite in the pray-
er, or te, gîve very partieular at.tention to what the ininieter says. Now, if we
4ould trust the or'nions or~ those wlio rely on such methode as theàe for effecting con-
'versions, we wo.ald have to admit that their labours are eminently sûcctetul.
But, on the.other liand, if we fail back upon the scriptural test of conversion, we
wvill probahly, in a majority çcf the cases, be led to a contrary conclusion.

The great danger, as 1 appreliend. at -lie prescrit day, when se mucli lias been
paradcd in the ne'wspapers and mîagazines, as well as rrom the platflormn on this
aubjeet, je tliat the christian Clîurch should coine to the conclusion that God hae

ereated a new thing in the ear-th"-rid that, now, we 8hould cease to depend
en suîeh niueans l'or promoting a revival as are sanetioned in the Soripturce. Let
:us hoivever beware. flie pznst listory of those Churelies wvhieh have depended on
artifieial ineans of'exeitemient presents rihing whvlîîe shotild make us desire te
emulate them. The Apostie said te, Christiaus, in hie day-"l Ye were hemn net;
etf corruptible sced hut of incorruptible, by lhe word o.f God N-tiieli liveth iad abi-
deth for ever. " Thîe direction of Chrisit to tlîe ininisters ofjthe Gospel ahvays je
to Il teaeh," te "&preach the GoPspel'ý-to ai at turning mnen from darkness to
light, as the means of turnin_Z theia from Sattain unto God. WVith sucli directions
as these before us, it would bu presumptueus andi sinful to riegl-eet the great duty
,of preaehing t le Gospel. And te ask God te pour out his Spiit, and convert sin-
niers, while we neglectcd the part of the ivork assigned to, us, eeuld be nothing less
than an insult offered to the King and IIead of the Church. Tiwe and space do
net permit me te enter upon the plain, scriptural. and I iay add, coininon eense
,arguments3 by whieli this view ef the 'natter cati ho abundauntly sustaincd. Let
nie liowever say te those who think the history of recent re'?-ivals contradiets this
v'iewu of the case, tliat tlîe very supposition le absurd. Tliere £annot possibly ho
faiti witliout knowledge-a knowledge of' the very truthe whieh faith eUibraees.
1% How cati tliey believe in hîm of whom they have net heard ?*' Faith cometh by
hearing, and hearing by the Word ef <God. 'Plain, full, bold statemente of Gospel
trtl aeuompanied withi earnest perEevering prayer, can alune bo depended on for
thue converBion of sinner8. Sueli means God %vil1 aeknowledge and bless. But if
people presuine te set aside these ineauu in order to malte room fer sehenies of thleir
,own devising, they will bring upon thieiinselves a curse and not a bleCssint. -1A13
the fire devoureth the stubhle aîîd the fliue consuumeth tlîe chaff. se tlir rect
shahl be as rottenness, and their blossom elialI go up as dust . becuse ider. /iue
rosi away the law of the Lord of Rosis, andi dcspzsedi the wu d oq iit DlU >, i -n;i /
Jsrael." A LEI'iJ.

MINISTERIAL EDUCATION.
TRZAlNING SONS TO THE MINISTRY.

MEs.ns. EïrrouxS :-J-From the infirncy of my sons 1 have in heart dedieate'd tlîcm
te, the ministry. Wliat course lîad 1 best take to make tlîis purpese, under God,
effectuai ? BuNîcE.

[Net by what is called "4training them up te the mirristry," giing theni a
theolegical education inerely, and Mlien urging their ordinution Lefre thoy know
cither their own hearts, or tue temptatione of the oter world. This is the course
takea by thie Ciîurcli cf Reine. Site opens lier sehool fur the boy of eight, and
keepe bu there until the perind of hie ordination. But nothing is more calculat-
el te produce a barbarous ecclesiasticieni and an unsytnpathizing heart. The mi-
nister thus traincd knows notlîing of the world and féels nothing for the world.'
Iiii dialcot, his miode of tbought, his resources, are aIl teohnical. That sacred li-

1861. 151Zbe ý4CtUC aüb ;o0reign Uccorb.


